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A Juſt and True NanrarT1ve, of the unjult and 
illegal Procels caiſed aud purſued againlt Mr. H, C. 
Miniſter of the Goſpel at K. by the Presbyrery and 


Synod of D. *' SK | | 
| 


Wherein the Injuſtice, together wich#the urmoſt-Evidence 
of the Unteuth znd Fallhood of cha wiuch Pretended as the 
ground of the ſaid Proceſs, is evidently demonſtratetrom Scripture, 
Reaſon, Atts of General Councils and Aſſemblies; *the known and 
every where commended Laws, Acts and Statutes, bor of : bis and 
other Kingdoms; the conſtant Forms of Pratel(s ivallChurch- 
Judicatories, eſpecially in {yChereh of Scotland, * And 

Upon every Head 

From ſundry Teſtimonies of moſt Learned Divines, Proteſtant and 

Popiſh, Presbiterian af@Prelatick, which ever were in Europe. 
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Vintit qui patitur,  Pſal 37: 
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| Unto the Right Honourable 
My LORD CHANCELLOUR, 
and Remanent Lords ; Members of His 
Majeſty's Moſt. Honourable Privy Comncil 


in Scotland. 


truly Noble) the received, and moſt fattonally defended, 

Principle, that the Supreme Magiſtrate is, utris/que t«- 
bule, & eccleſlaſtice roretias cuftos. And Arift. apud Wenielin, 
Chriſt. Theol. 1ib.1. cap 9.p. 781. fays, that he is Ti Mais 2, 7% 
ios qiAxf, And ſothat he, as ſuch, hath not only a'private and 
diſcretive Judgment, about Matters and Sentences-Ecclefia(> 
tick, but alſo, thar as in Civil Things; he hath a (Regal and 
Judicial Knowkedg, 7m juris, tam fa; ; ſo allo when he ist2 
Judg and puniſh'a Miniſter, or Church-Judicatory, aQiog not 
only contrary' to the Laws of his Kingdom, bur alfo ro-the 
Word of God, and thetr own received Principles, he is to' cop- 
nofeg-and judg of the ſame Cauſe, -Cognirione regals, ſudicials ac 
tcforitiva, with refpe&t both ro the Major zndMithor Propo- 
ſirion ; freeing he is therein to att not -as a Man or -Chriftian 
only, but' alſo 'ex officio, '& ut Rex, in vid ipſum « Deo Oper. 
Max. infiiturws. A'King, as King, Waving fich a Care ani 
InfpeQtion of - Matters Ecelefiaſtick coMitaitred to him. ' And 
thus the ed of Regal Powe, is notonly outward Peace and 
temporary Felicity, but alſo Godlinelſs and'Everlaftiog Life ; 
he bcing obliged v1rture Offices, to do whatever 'may condute 
for promoting'his Own and his SubjeRts, their, Salvation”; 
moto Fancen regali; ac Coattion,” Rom. 13. 3,4. 1 Tim. 2, 2. 
x Per.2. 17, 14. 1'Chron. 19.6. Pfal. $2.1, 3,4. And 
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\ Monegſt all Orrhodox Divines it is (much Honoured and 
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Conſequently that they ſpeak too diminutively of the Power 

- and "Honour of 'Mageſtracy, who deny that it is given of God, 
as a means of his appointment, to help Men as Chriſtians to 

| Heaven, or to promote the gforious end of the Goſpel ; but on- 
| ly to Men, as Men, or to advance their Secular Peace and Gran- 


— 


| deur, ſuch Poſitions being moſt unſirtable-both cothe Scriptuxes 
; cited; and allo to Pſal. 2; 10, 11,124 and 71,10. Iſa. 49. 23. 
Rev. 21. 16. ard 11. 15. Prov. 8.15, 146, Theſe Truths long 


before our days were aſſerted by Theodoret, Fiſt. Eccl. 1; x. c.19, 
pag. 286, Athanaſ. Operum Tom. 1. pag. 677. Socrat. Eccl. 
Hiſt. l. 5.c. 10. pag. 245. Niceph. Hiſt. |. 8. c.1, Calvin in 
1lim.2. 2, Pelicanas itid. - Appolion. de jure Mag. ſedt. 1 cap. 
| I. pag. 4.  Macov. Colleg, Theol. Colleg. 5. pag. 330... Pareas in 

Rom. 13. dub. 5. apag. 1088. Fuſe hanc probat ſententiam, Et 
fag. 1097. hec habet verbs. Quis non intelligit imperatorie efſe 
' poteſtatis nou modo, orthodoxam fidem, promulgare, imperare, tnexi, 
ſed & Epi in ordinem cogere, zdque non tantum ex zelo & = 
 pietate, ſed pl * etiam ex officio & imperio. So allo Pol. Synt. 1 x. 
£.45.P.535, $36; 537+. Et Turr. Theol. El, Tom. 3; dum de Mag. 
He takes care politically that Matters Eccleliaftick be duly ma- 
na by Church-Officers; yea, he hath a CoaQiive punitive 
"Power, formally Politick, in reference to all. Things and Per- 
Tons under his Jurisdition. Jas Reg. Ecel.' , And Pol, ibid. &7. 
£.14-p. 1763. Juſt. Novel. 6. Greg. Naz..in Cons, Naz. djxit 
_Magiſtratum tivilem xg159 owegxeiv x, xgi59 Tovauren, Wall. oper. 
.tom.2, fol.12.col.1. And Ruth. Due Right, &e. de: Pateſt, Mag. 
Prop.4. c.6.,p 460. ſays, In caſe that a Party prevail ſo far as.to 
,make wicked Deerees Mthe Church, chenthe King,as Nurle- 
Father, & que Rex, may, and ought; to hinder the, execution 
}f theſe Necrees, puoiſh them who made them, and diſcharge 
Ty 1 thereunto, under the pain of the Sword. Gileſpie 
"Aron's Rod, |. 2. c.3. p.174. ſays, Presbiteries are ſubjeR ro the 
coercive Power of the Magiſtrate, and are by him to be kept 
within the bounds of their Calling. and compelled. to.do their 
Duty, according to the Word of God and their own received 


Prig- 
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The Dedication, 'Y 
| Principles — And .if they ſhall cenſure the Innocent, and ab- 
ſolve the Guilty, &c. Whea there is no Eccleſiaſtick Remedy, 
then may the .,upreme. Magiſtrate immedi-tely ſuppreſs Ty- 
ranny, aad reſtrain ſuch DefeQion, & /. 2. c. 3. p. 183. 

But ſo it is, That the Supreme Magiſtrate cannot know, much 
leſs, reſtrain and ſuppreſs; ne cho illegal, diforderly or 
cruel PraQtiles.of P. and, S;: contrary to ghe Word of-God, the 
known Principles of Presbiterians, and Laws of the Kingdom, 
unleſs the Perſons fo injured do repreſeat the ſame unto the Su- 
preme Power, ar ſuch as are. by him eatruſted, and-commiſhon- 
ate in hunc effetum ; which is not only allowed to be-done, by 
the fore-cited Authors, but more exprelly . by. Bezs,. in lib; ſuo 
cont, Eraſt. where he ſays, Quum etiam 4 reits conſtituto conſiſte- 
r10 poſſit reis injuria fieri, Chriſtianu Magiſtratws, ut utriuſque 
tabale & excleſiaſtice tvretiag cuſtos ac vindex proſpicere poteſt, is 
cetibus eccleſraſticis, faite correflionem, & inique ſententie late, 
exccutionem impedire., Calvin, in verbis Appello Ceſarem, AF.25. 
Quare & nos ſi quando ſimilis, contingat neceſſit as ſuper ſtitroſos eſſe 
non oportet, quin « legibus ordine, politico opem petemus. Et Breng. 
ibid, Chriſt iano licet ex fide uti, politicis ordinationibus CF auxilinmn 
improbare judicis, non ſolum in Reſpandendo fed & in Accuſando./ 

Yea, Wallews operam part. 1..p;,517, Yu; Not quogue fatemur - 
feeri poſſe ut injuria manifeſta afficiatur ſubditus, in foro excleſiaſtios 
& ſuperias non ſit, yel & 1b1 etiam, injuſts pronuncietur ſententis, 
tum Magiſtyatus ex Officio, . poſſe & debere ejuſmodi hominis, an- 
dire querel.zs & ſententiam excommunicationis impedire dovec, res 
plenizs, wel ab coders Synedria, wel ab aliis examinetur ut videmas 
Conſtantinum in cau{s Athanalii & Saxonem, is ceſs. Lathers 
feciſſe. | ks wk 
_ . And ſad Experience proves to the full, in our as well as in 
former Times, that Truth and Innocence may ſuffer in. ſome 
reſpects more bitterly, by the Ignorance, Pride and Cruelty of 
Church-men, under a Godly King, than they did by others, 
under Princes of a worſe. Charater. Hence David (as Moler. 
in: Pſah. 55.12, 13.) Suam exaggerat calamitatem, & injurie 

atiro- 
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attrocitatem a perfidia perfidorum amicorum, to be wounded in 
the Houſe of a Man's Friends, and to have Mother's Children 
dealivg unjuſtly and bitterly, is moſt preſſing upon all ingenu- 
ous Spirits. Hence even Sophoete# could ſay, wr wiifor iug- 
'# @\k\G-«Fngr. Good Kings: may do much to redreſs Injuries 
done to the Innocent (hvranpon they indeed deſerve to be by 
all accounted 77” 14 or 2B V4 Sons of Courage, and Sons of 
Nobles, afting valiantly for the Lord, 2 Chroz. 19.6, 7. Pſal. 
12,5. while iniqui ſunt judices qui non curant vindicare eos quibus 
fit injuria, Rav. Bib. Sac. =_ 1,p.851t. EtCalv. in Af. 18. 
14,1 $210, 17. pag. mihi 
beſt'of Kings cannot prevent all Cruelties and Oppreſſions. 
Hence Learned Men have complained, Quod unitas fidei, ac juſ- 
titia perfidia & ambitione Epiſcoporum, eque ſub imperatoribus 
orthodoxis, Conftantino, Theodoſio, Martiano, &Cc. ac ſub Arianis, 
Conſtantio, En, Vatentino, &c. miſerrime, lacerata & peſ- 
ſandata fuit. Par. in Rom. 13. dub: 5.'p. 1101. \Unjuſt Semen- 
ces, vile Calumnies, bloody Opprefſion, and damnable Oarhs, 
withont warrant in Matter or -Form from the Word of God, 
Law of the Kingdom, and Determinations of all Learned Men, 
Ifay, any or all theſe, arenot one whit leſs, whatever more artro- 
cious they. be in themſelves, diſtreſſing and ſadly gravaminons to 


others, 'by their being paſt, done, connived at, or preſſed upon 


Chriſtians and SubjeQs, by a wang © and the Plurality of a 
Synod in a time of outward Peace,. and under the mild Govern- 
ment of a Mo# Magnenimous Prince, who hath, and yet conti- 
mes Sorioul'y ro venture his A LL, to deliver the Nations 
from'fuch zbominable Soul-perplexing, and Soul-ruining Trafh, 

Hence Auguſt. in Pſgl. 2. Quomoado reges [Domino ſerviant in 
timore, Hiſi.ca que contra Domini juſſa fiunt religioſa ſeveritate,pro- 
hibendo atque plefttendo. In hoc Deo inſerviunt veges, fi inregno 
ſuo, bona jubeant & 11:4la prohibeant, non ſolum que pertinent ad 
hamanam ſocietatem. verymetiam que ad divinam ſpettant religio- 
nem: Ang. cont.Creſc. Gram. l.3.c.51."'Vid. Dav tin Coloſ]. p.388. 
Et Rav. Bib. Sac. part. 1.p. 7.& 442. Iniqni - ſen maki- ſunt Ma- 
| | Liſtratuc, 


26,) Butin the beſt of Times, the_ 


The Dedication. vit 
giftratus, qui netunt cognoſcere, de cauſis, que Dei caltum'tonters 
nant, exiftimantes eas tantum cauſas, ad ſe pertinere, que poſterio- 
rem legs peitant tabulam, And, 154 

' Therefore fince- that I, Mr. F.C. Miniſter of the Goſpel 
at K,, have ſo much ground, with' much grief and bitterneſs of 
Spirit, to'cry out aloud #0 God 'and Man, of dreadful and un- 
paralelPd erne} Opprefſions, unjuſt Sentences, as well as a deaf 
Ear given to my heavy CO, by the P. and/ part of the 
R. $.of D. Andſince it hath pleaſed the great God: of Heaven 
and Earth, gloriouly. to'exatry /ant inthe multieydes of immi-- 
nent Dangers, -powerfully and graciouſly! to preſerve our Sove- 
raign Lord King WILLIAM on the Throne of Gyeat- Brr- * 
t4in, to be a compaſſionate Reliever of the Oppreſſed, and allo 
ſpecially to commiſſionate and -entruft, Your Honours, 2 
Lord Chancellour and Remanent Noble, Lords, in His Maje- 
ſty's Name and Authority, to ſte che Laws of this Kingdom, 
as well -as. thoſe of the Kingdom of our-Lord Jeſus therein 
eſtabliſhed, pur in full execution, for preventing and redreſſing 
of the fore-mentioned or any ſuch Evils: And ſince it is no 
ways repugnant unto, but very conſiſtent with Sound and 
Octhodox Principles, for Chriſtians injured by the illegal Pro- _ 
cedures, and unjuſt Sentences of P. or S. even in Matters pure- 
py Eccleſiaſtick, and much more if in theſe, which are. partly 

ivil (as well as Sacred) both ſus nature & in conſequentiis 
neceſſeriis, to complain to theSupreme Magiſtrate, for Redreſs 
as well as Relicf. Thereſore, 

I the faid Mr. C. do hereby, in all Humility, by this little 
Book, briefly repreſent unto you, My Moſt Noble Lords, ſome 
of the many Injuries, which I and my Family have groaned 
under, and are threatned with, from the P. and part of the 
R.S. of D. And fo with fyll confidence of your Lordſhips 
begs acceptation arfd return, I do hereby wr ety proftrare 
my Self, my Cauſe, and this moſt true Narratjon thereof, ar 
the Footſtool of his Sacred Majeſty, and of Your Honours, His 

J 


Moſt Noble Coucellours, for relief, redreſs and proteQion, = 
FER the 


moſt expedient; pleadin 


The Dedication, 
the way, manner and time which your Lordſhips ſhalljudg - 


cred Perſon, Government-and 'Under- 
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1 "Servant and Supplicant,” 
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| for nothing: but what . the. Law: of . 
God, Laws of this and other Kingdoms,.;AQs.of General:-Coun-... 
cils and Aſſemblies, with the known and conſtant Forms of Prio- 

cels, in all: Judicatories ' within; this Church and Nation, do . 
allow the meaneſt Subje& and Member. - And-ſo with all-my - 
Soul commending His 
takings (as-I, have ever publickly.doneinge the glad News of | 
His Majeſty's Happy Arrival on the; Britiſh' Shore) and. you. 
alſo,, His, Moſt Honourable 'Councellours, ,/ to the .DireQion, 

ProteQion and everlaſtiog Bleſſings: of the everliviog, Gad and 

King of Zzwx, Iam,” © ; meth, 


May it pleaſe Your Honours, _ , FS 
Your Lordſhips Molt Obedicht® ”/, ©: 
and Moſt Faithful, tho very much oppreſſed, X __ 
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A True Norative of the moſt unjuſt Proceſs 
raiſed againſt Mr. H. C. ec. 


INTRODUCTION. 


preſſions of the- greatneſs, ever, and all-over-ruling Power 

of God, with whom he is chiefly concerned in a} Things, in- 

Time and to Eternity, cannot go far till he meet with ſome 
edifying Inſtructions from Providential Occurrences : The Motions and 
Actions of Creatures, tho never ſo caſual or ſpontaneons in themſelves, 
are believingly conſidered, as ariſing from, ſenz by an higher Power, 
and moviug exattly according to the moſt jultly unquarrelable, as well 
as 4/rogether i:;nmutable Determination of Him, before whom, 1/a 40.17. 
and who Dan. 4. 34,35- Eph. 1.11. And this not without ſome ſpe- 
ci:1 Meſſages to the Soul obſcrvant. Preſentemque refert qualibet Herba 
Beum. 

2. All the \Vifficulty lics in reconciling the powerfully predetermina- 
ting and all over-ruiing Influence, wich the Contingency and Freedom 
of voluntary Ageiits, and how notwithſtanding thereof to vindicate 
bim, who 5s glorious in Holineſs, &c Exod. 15. 11. from being accella- 
ry unto, a:d really ſtained with the ſinful M:\managements, and open 
Rebellions of Angels and Men... Which Diftculty is moſt ſollidly re- 
moved by Arg. Brad. Calvin, Beza, Twiſſe, anc Rutherford, all which 
way moſt deſervedly be accounted Stars of the firit Magnitude, in the 
Churches of Chriit in their Generations. Yet, 

3. ls not eaſy prattically, not only to vindicate but alſo reverently 
to adore and humb'y to ſubmit anto the Divine Majeſty as doing that 
which is Ja?, Holy, Rivhr, and Good, even in theſe Attions, wherein. the 
Injuſtice, !mpiety and Millice of Men, do convincingly appear : they 
may upon Shoar draw many excellent Draughts, Directions, and Rules, 
how others may accompliſh a proſperous Voyage, through the Aclantick 


Ocean, who when in a Sea-ſtorm themſelyes, may be forced to quit their 
B Chart, 


I, \ Man nuder the belicving, fixed, and ſo Soul over-awing Im- 
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TO INQUISI.IO NOP A, 
Chart, Compaſs, Quadrant and all, as if they had neyer heard of that ex> 


cellent Art. Ard ſo it cannot but neceſſarily be, 


4. A peice of Divine Fortitude in Fob, when in the midſt of a moſt 
fearful Storm, he aQtually ſees, acknowledges, humbly ſtoops unto, and 
reverently adores his Maſter*s hand, Feb 1. 21, 22. and 2. 10, 11. Theſe 
Places are excellently explained, by Mercer, Adcrlin, Oforins, Caryl, and 
Hutcheſon. David, was intirely influenced by the ſame Spirit when 
forced to flee for his Life, by his Unnatural Son and Rebellious Suv- 
jects, and allaulted with fearful Reproaches, and tremendious Curſes 
irom Shimes, yet cyen then he ſays, 1 Sam. 15. 25, 26. and 2 Sam. 16.11. 
Let him alone, the Lord hath bidden him curſe, Which place is excellently 
explained, by Brad. de canſa Dei, p. 550. and Ruth. de Prov. c 20. p. 262. 
and by Cajetan in loc. 

5. Yet we may be aſſured that ſach a believing, humbled, praying 
frame of Spirit, is no Icſs than the more than ordinary, yet graciouſly 
covenanted aſſiſtance, which our Merciful God, in a Redeemer hath ſe- 
cured unto his People, in all thcir more thn ordinary Straits, I/4.43-13. 
Which [ hereby atteſt from my own Expzrience, to the Glory of his ever 
rich and free Grace, under all the Clouis of impious Reproaches, bloody 
Contrivances, and illegal Sentences ct upon aad paſt againſt me, ſince 
Fuly 1696: whereof | think my ſelf obliged to give this following ac- 
countto the World. And thar, 


CHAP. I. 


1. A Mongſt all the abominable Lies made of me, while laſt Summer 

"AK detained at E. about my neceſlary Affairs; (for ſome put it 
through the Countrey that I had murthered my ſelf ; others {aid they ſaw 
me hurricd into Priſon, and then invented five or ſix various Reaſons why 
I was thus treated at E. &c.3 Yet none ſo affliting, as that told me 
there by Mr. W. E. viz. That E. D. had brought forth a Child, which 
was generally ſid in the Countrey to be mine. ; 

2. Thol did with thegreateſt Truth and Juſtice imaginable, aſſure 
kim of my Innocence, and endeayour to comfort my ſelf, with the Teſti- 
mony of my own Conſcience; yet did Ito him reſent the Carriage of 
ſome of our own, ard of the Neighbouring P. as having viss & modis 
contributed too much to the giving of Being and Life to that vile Calum- 
ny, eſpecially the M. of T. by his not ſending back that Whore to K. 
tymioyſly to þe tried there,, notwithſtanding that I had ſent and m_ 

unvy | = 
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thrice to him for that effect, in arch and April laſt. Contrary to 
Method of Proceed. chap. 2. ſeft.6. num. 19. Yea inſtead of ſending her to 
the Seflion where ſhe offended to be tricd ; they call, cite and examine 
her by a Seſſion and Presbitery altogether out of the Bounds. Thus fore. 
ſlowing her Tryal, and openly caſting Reflections upon the Seſſion to 
whom alone, prima inſtantia, that Aﬀair d1d belong. And 

3. Albcit at firſt 1 ſometimes thought it below me to be cencerned 
with ſuch a vile Calumny, minding what Calvin ſiys, Tratt. var. part. 1. 
p 113. Neque enim Chriſti ſervis, minus ſiniſtros contemnere neceſſe eſt rumores , 
quam ab inanis glorie ancupiis eſſe alienos. And the common Saying, Con- 
ſeia mens refti, ſame mendacia ridet. Plurims injurie contemnendo in ni- 
bilum abeunt paſteri itaque qui vault omnia, de ſe malevole difta cognoſcere, 
multa etiam ignoſcere vportet. Bowls Paſt, Evang. 1.1. c. 4. p. 36. Yet con- 
ſidering what Calwn, in 1 Tim. 5.19. fays, viz. That no ſooner doth a 
Calumny againſt a Miniſter ariſe, but Satan ſtirs up the molt part of 
Men, and even thoſe who ſhould defend him, without any Enquiry, 
greedliy to condemn him as guilty. And alfo how afflicting this Report, 
tho moſt falſe, would on many accounts be to all the People of God, and 
to my Godly Friends and Relations, &c, I was now and then like to 
be wholly therewith overwhelmed. 

4. Then did [| experimentally find the Truth of that, Pal. 69.20. Re- 
proach bath broken my Heart, &c. Dolore intollirando diferncior, ſays Ofor, 
iz loc. Neither can [I better tell my Caſe than-in the words of Moler. 
in Pſal. 69. p. 595. Etfi enim ſcicbat David ſe nibil horum admiſſe, que ab 
adver ſariis ſibi objicebantur, ſeque conſcientie teſtimonio ſuſtent abat, dolebat 
tartn talia ae [ec ſpargi iu populo Dei ;, in quo mults imbecilliores, vel Anu- 
toritate. hoſtium mot;, vel ſua credulitate decepti fidem habebant diftis, Sa 
that I cannot wholly approve of that Saying, 


Falſus honor juvat & mendax infamia te: ret, 
Duem niſt mendoſum ant mendacem, Which 


5- Will farther appear from Pſal. 55. 3 4, 5,6, 7, &c. Yet there 
are two Scriptures which were very comfortable to me, Pſal. 64. 7,8, 9: 
and Phil, 4. 6, 7. And therefore Prayer, which hath ever helped me, 
was ſingularly uſeful to me in this almoſt over-whetming Diftreſs : So as 


4n my going ont and in about my urgent Aﬀairs, 1 was now and then en- 


deavouring Ejaculatory, tv hold up my Straits to God. Minding what 
Aug, ſays, $i diſiderium tuum oft prrpreiarn oratio tua quoque oft ververug. 
Agd being at Morning and Ever? + . | 1 FE = ds bd; 

; B 2 come 
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come even to his Seat, aud then and there helped of God to fill my 
Mouth with Arguments, to plead with himſelf, for his gracious ſupport 
under, and in end glorious Deliverance from this Streſs. 1 was made 
ſometimes to ſay with Flavel,, in his Compaſs, | 


Tho toſt in greateſt Storms I will not fear, 
Since Chriſt doth ſit at Helm to guide and ſteer ; 
Storms are the Triumphs of bu Skill and Art, 
He cannot ſhut by Eyes, nor change his Heart : 
Unto bu Wiſdom then 1 will commit the Reins, 
And not with Cares perplex or vex my Brains. And ſo, 


6. Sometimes to ſay with Zuther, Hec nubeculatranſiet : And whatever 
be the way of Divine Providences with me, yet the Event ſhould be as 
it is recorded Det. 8. 2, 16, Rom. 82. 8. whereupon twenty years ſince 
I have been ſometimes made to ſay, Qnodcunque vols habui, vel meling ali- 
quid pro eo, And ſo give Augaſtin's Advice toall the Godly in their Straits, 
Dued fideliter ſupplicans Deo pro neceſſitatibus bujus vite, & miſericorditer 
auditur,- & miſericorduer non anditur ;, quid enim infirmo ſit utile, magu novit 
medicns quam egretwa, ideoq, nolite dubitare de oratione veſtra, ſed ſcutote quod 
- "quando verbum per os erumpit, tunc oratio veſtra ſcripta eft in oculis Dei, & 
aut fiet quod petitur, at non expedit fieri, See Moller, in Pſal. p. 1367. I 
confeſs if we had the carving out of our Lot to Heaven, it would not be 
in the ordinary Road, AZ. 14. 22. See Calv. on Mat. 16. 22. and in 
Aft. 1.6, Yet there is not any Croſs which, | 

7. We would ſooner ſcrape out of the way to Heaven, than Reproach 
and altogether undeſerved Calumnies, Pſal. 42. 3, 10. and 55. 4, 5. and 
64. 2. and 69, Plut. apud Moller. in Pſal, p.705. ſays. Men are more 
affected, Contumeliis quam verboribus aut ully alizs injurit, becauſe they 
concenter upon the Mind ; but Stroaks, &/. are parted betwixt it and 
the Body. Yet, | 


Nunquam bella honis, nunquam diſcrimina deſunt, 
Et quocum certet mens pia ſemper habet. 


8. Carthage was preſerved from total ruin of old, that it might be a 
Whetſtone to the Roman Gallantry. See alſo Jaap. 3, 1,2,334. So that 
this great and gracious Lord manifeſts his infiuite Power and Knowledg, 
by carrying on the good and welfare of his People,even by theſe very acts 


of Pcovidences that are moſt cruſhing in themſelyes, and lonthlome as 


- 
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our Spirits, Pſal. 40. 1, 2, 3, &c. and 66.9, 10,11. and 91. 14, 15,16. 
Exod. 14. with chap. 15.1, 2, fc. Fob 6.7, 14,15. and 19. 3,7, 9y 10, 
13, 14 15, 18, 19. compared with Chap. 42. 7, $,9, 10. Jam. 411. 
Hence Cyprian de Simp. Cler. Non noſtro ſed Dei arbitrio, eligenda ſunt juſti- 
tie exercitamenta, Tothis purpoſe Holy Mr. 4.5. ſaid to aquarrelling 
Chriſtian in bis Maſter's Name. 


P12 anſwer thee, thou art the Clay, I muſt the Potter be ; 
I'll take thee ſuch a way to Life, as beſt beſeemeth me, 
Pll anſwer thee, that to thy ſelf a God thou muſt not be 3 
But 1 will teach thee well to know my Soveraighity. 


9. Nothing leſs than Divine Power backing ſuch Conſiderations could 
have ſupported my Soul under the ſad Things which I have been, and yet 
am triſted with, which when they firſt brake in upon me, | refolved 1in- 
ſtantly-to return home from Edeab. in Fly 96, that ſo if poſſible I might 
quench that unhollowed Flame : bat finding it utterly impoſſible, at leaſt 
for ſome few days to leave my Buſineſſes, ſundry of them being in preſent 
Agitation before the Lords, and ſome Arbitratorsz I thought it .moſt 
expedient to ſend a Letter to my Brethren for their Information and Sa- 
tizfaftion in the Aﬀair, not knowing any thing of the Hatred and Malice 
that it ſeems had been for a conſiderable time, before now, working in 
ſome of their Boſoms. 

The Concluſion of that Letter (for I need not write it all) is, By «fl 
which it is moſt evident that they muſt be moſt Malicious and highly 
Uncharitable, to ſay no worſe, who would ſlander me, as the Father of 
that Brat, yet for the Glory of God, the Vindication of my awn Innocen- 
cy, and of the Sacred Charatter, wherewith I am honoured, for the qui- 
eting and ſatisfying of the Spirits of my R. and D. Brethren, and of other 
Godly Friends, and for the ſtopping of the Mouths of Adverſaries ; I ſball 
in the ſame (if not more ſolemn) Terms, wherein I did ever adminiſtrate 
ſuch an Oath, purge my ſelf. And therefore I ſay, 


ou H.C. Miniſter of the Goſpel at X. do declare, as in the ſight and 
preſence ofthe ever-living God, the ſearcher of Hearts and tryar of 
the Reins, who alſo is a ſwift Witneſs againſt, and terrible Judg, unto 
Idolaters, Adulterers, Whoremongers, Perjured and impenitent Per- 
ſons, That 1 am not the Father of that Baſtard laid to my charge, and 
lately brought forth in T. by E. D. neither from the beginning of my 


Being, to this very Minute, had I eyer any ſuch cargal dealing or o_ 
ver 


14 " TNQVUISITIO NOV 4, 
verſe with the faid E. or any Womanelſe inthe World, excepting my 


_ own Wife ; all which 1 aſſert, atteſt, and ſwear to be of Verity, as be= 


fore the Eternal God, and as 1 ſhall anſwer to him in the great and terri- 
ble Day of the Lord wherein he will jadg the World in Righteouſneſs. 
And (now 1 add) all theſe Words 1 rake in their ordinary Signification, 
without the leaſt Equivecation or Mental Reſervation, And for more Ve- 
riſication, I Subſcribe this my ſolemn Oath with my Hand at E. the 6tb 
of July, 1696, H.C. 

R. B. |deſire that this free and full Vindication may, if ye think it 
convenient, be infert and regiſtrate in your Minutes, and as publickly in- 
timcte as ye ſhall judg neceflary. And if the Lord will 1 ſhall judicial- 
ly own it at my return. By &ll which, 

11. The World may ſce, that by this Letter I,only deſigned the pri- 
vate Satisfaftion of my Friends in the Country, and did intirely leave the 
Regiſtration, and Pnblication thereof to the pleaſure and diſcfetion of 


my Brethren, for the quieting of their own and other Mens Minds, till 
I ſhould return. 


CHAP. II. 


i VHen I retourned Home, I found my Godly Wife -(about whoſe 
Caſe 1 had been chiefly anxious at E.) in very good Condition, 
both of body and mind, the being helped of the Lord with more than 
ordinary Fortitude (tho now big with Child) to diſcain and undervalue 
all the reproaches caſt ypon me, as bcing fully perſwaded of my inno- 
cency, for which Þ hold my ſelf ever obliged. to praiſe and exalt God, 
who 'did thus wonderful diſappoint my Fears z who was many times 
aſſaulted at E. with ſad apprehenſions that this AMiCtion would either 
kilt or crufh her in my abſence : but he is a preſent help in the time of 
need; Dent. 4.7: Pfal. 46. 1. and 145. t3. Devt. 33. 27. Pal. 124. 1,2, 
23, &c, Nothing bat Everlaſting Arms could have born up under ſuch 
heavy Preſlures. . _ TEL LEE | 
2. Ono circa m'ejus arquicſcendum eſt voluntate, qui in mediis erumnss 
nos dulcj refocillat quiete, D. Morn. Confid. vit. & mort. p. 58. FVideatur 
etiam de Relig. Ch. c. x3. p. 189. Moller. in Pſal. 124. And Ofor. ibid, 
But when 1 returned Home, I found. that not one of my R. Brethren, 
bad in all that time, viſited either my Wife or People, tho ſundry of 
them had promiſed to do both ; and that they had been ſo far from 
quenching and endeaycuring to defend me againſt, that ſome of them, 


—— 
— _ —_— 
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eſpecially Mr. R. P. and Mr. W. E. had vented and ſpread, baſe 
Calumnics of me themſelves, which made me reaſon the matter a little 
warmly, with Mr.P. in D. upon Ag. 4. and deſired to know the 
time of the next Presbitery, at which | deſired he might write to all 
Members to be preſent, for 1 had ſomewhar of importance to commu- 
nicate to them, 

3. Upon Azz. 5. when | returned home 1 took Sickneſs, and for ten 
days was ſcarce able to riſe out of my Bed, by which my appearing at 
the next P. was prevented. And tho I had written to Mr. R. B. in 
April laſt, to ſecare E. D. in Priſon till ſhe found caution to return and 
fatisfy for her vile Scandal in this Pariſh; yet is there nothing done till 
Arg. thereafter, 1696. and then is ſhe ſent not to the Pariſh where ſhe 
offended but to D. P. Cent. ts Meth. of Proceed. c.2. ſedi. 6. num. 5,6, 19, 
and c. 3. ſett. 10. num. 7. and ſe, 11, mm.1, P. 52. And while at D. 
alcho that ſhe had before, 

4 Both at the Birth of her Baſtard, and before the Seſſion of T. and P. 
of K. with ſolemn Imprecations (as the manner is) and Aſﬀeverations, 
given her Brat to a man whom ſhe met at the Kirkhouſe, and ſometimes 
to a Stranger that was one Night in my Houſe, while I was at E. yet be- 
ing told that her being ſecured was upon my Letter 3 and ſome of the 
Miniſters threatning her which the Thieves-hole, and others of them (as. 
ſhe told to R, G. and E. 2M.) aflvring her that it was but needleſs for 
her to deny, for I had confeſled ; and thereupon ſhe, ated by Satan, and 
cnduced by their threats and fraud lays that vile Guilt to my charge, for 
which ſhe's preſently provided with Meat,Drink and Lodging to her ſelf 
and her Brat, and fo entertained ever fince, not Impriſoned, and 
threatncd to be ſcourged as was D. Arthur's Daughter the other day for 
telling Stories of A. C, of Arbig. 

5. Mr. P. writes preſently a Letter to me, that there was a meeting. 
pro re Nata, to be Aug. 11. but | being affixed to my Bed by Sickneſs, 
could not be there,and fo ſent them my Letter of excuſe, which was deli- 
vered to them and read judicially, wherein I ſignified that 1 had ap- 
peard if [ had been able, and fearing that my Sicknefs might have been 
unto Death, | did therein declare my adherence unto the forementioned 
Oath, entreating, that they might record and intimate the ſame, for my 
Vindication. But, | 

6. Notwithſtanding of all this, they did ſaſpend me from the exer- 
ciſe of my Miniſtry, and ordered Mr. R, P, to come and intimate the: 
ſame Avg. 16, h he accordingly did, Le(turing upon P/al. 25. 1, 2, 
3- And Preaching upon P/Al, 119, 165. And after be had done, 1 _ 

VErIec: 


IA. A 
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vered publickly the following Diſcourſe occaſioned by that days work, 
and afterward by me commitrted to writing. 

7. 1 Bleſs the Lord that 1 was able to come out this day ; for theſe ten 
days laſt palt I have not been ſo long at once out of my Bed, as I have 
been this Morning, and I cannot but commend the great part of what 
my ®, B. hath ſaid, both in Lefure and Preaching, the Truths delivered 
by him have bcen refreſhinz to my Soul and are indeed very ht to give 
eaſe of Spirir, from the Evils and Sorrows under which I groan. 

8. There is one thing very remarkable concerning this 25th Pſalm, 
which I cannot but mention ; upon the 20th of Necemb. 75. while | was 
Chaplain to the Honourable and Ancient Baron of L. at Penſtone, being 
in great diſtreſs and trouble of mind, after Prayer, providentially in my 
Chamber I fell to re2d this Pſalm,which was ſo powerfully carried in up- 
on my Soul by the Spirit of God, that every Sentence was like Oil pour- 
ed into a Wound, whereupon I wrote down in the Margiii of my Bible, 
Decemb. 20, 75. 1 was verbatim comforted, by this 25th Pſalm, | 

9. I cannot but remark one thing in the Expoſition of the 3d ver. the 
ſcope whercof is not to ſhew what will come upon them w ho oflend a- 
gainſt God immediatly without cauſe (as was allerted) ; bur its the 
Prayer of the Godly Man, wherein he lets us ſee, that the great d<Ggn 
of bis Encmies was to bring Shame on him, and aij thac waited upon 
God; which he not only prays may be prevented, but alſo thit this 
Shame may come upon themſelves, who thus offended him without any 
juſt Provocation: I mention this becauſe it comes ſo near my caſe, and 
would ſeem ſo to be of purpoſe paſt over at this occaſion, by my 


-R, B, 


10, | am-heartily ſorry, that any ſhould have taken ſo much occaſion 
both to offerd me, ard offend at me,without any juſt cauſe, for I may ſay 
whatever be my Iofirmities and many Faili: gs in all Duties, as, well as in 
my ordinary Converſation « for which I d-:hire to be deeply humbled in 
the Sight of the Lord) yet theſe Nine Years paſt | have endeavoured 
with much plainneſs.to initruCt this People both publickly and privately. 
And I do tbis day appeal to the Conf: iences of my greateſt Enemies, if 
during all this time they ever either heard or taw me ſpcak one immo- 
deſt word, or aCt any thing urbecoming a Miniſter of the Goſpel, and 
yet how 1 am treated by ſome, their own Conſriences and God's 
Rightecus Judgments may afterwatd: declare. | heartily wiſh, that God 
in Mercy may prevent, what they thus dcferve, confounding Shame 
and Diſgrace, for their offending of, and ctiendingg@me, without any 
juſt Provocation z for this ver. is a Prophecy as well as a Prayer. 


It, As 


-þ 


% 
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11; As for the Doftrine from P/al. 19. 165. I wiſh it might have 
ſome bleſied cfect. and fruic upon all who heard it. It ſeems Gud would 
have you to mind ia earneſt, this great butineſs of Peace and Reconcili- 
ation with himſelf, in a Redeemer: 1 am afraid that this bighly pro- 
voked Lord is about to bring fame defolating Stroaks, upon this bact - 
fliden, ungreattul perfidious Age, and efj pecially, upon this Corner aud 
Countrey-fde, which bitherto hath been in Peace,, when others have had 
much trouble. 

12, He js thereupon in Mercy, | hope to ſome, offering, yea doub- 
ling the offers of Peace, that we may ponder what he is faying, what our 
need is, and how dangerous in end it will be to flight reiterate Offers of 
Peace with, and Reconciliation unto himſelf. Ye know © 

13. | was this day Fortnight (beiog fick laſt Lords day) ſhewing un+ 
to yon from Rom..1, the: nature, excellency and true marks of that Peace 
with God, which a juſtified Parry have am intereſtin; and was telling you 
that it is not like che Worlds Pexce, which comes. and goes with'itempo- 
rary things but being botromed upon, and ariſing from the removal of 
God's Wrath, the Pardon of Sin, intimation of God's Leve and Mercy, 
to a troubled Soul in a Redeemer 3 it guards and ſupports the Man that 
bath it, in the midſt of greatelt Storms, Fbil. 4.7. 1 Sam. 30.6. Hab.3. 
16, 17. 1 Pet. 1. 7, 8. Rom, 5. !,2,3. So that the Perſon thus honoured, 
ſtands fixed like a Rock in the midlt of all the fearful blaſts of Adverlity. 

14. And | deſire ever to bleſs God, this day I am a'moſt conſpicous 
Inſtance, and ſtanding Monument to bear Teſtimony from my own ex- 
perience of this excelient Truth, In the Sight of God, Angels and Men. 
1 believe ſince Scotland was a Church or Nation, there was never Man, 
Miniſter or Chriſtian aſſaulted with ſuch a fearful Multitude of Lies, vile 
4% as and malicions Attings as | am, and yet eve? praiſed and 
highly exaltcd, be the great God of Heaven, and Earth, whoſe 1 am ; be- 
fore whom I ſtand, and whom by His rich Grace, 1 have in ſincerity of 
Soul, endeavoured (tha with many [nfirmities) to ſerve, in the Goſpel of 
His Son, theſe 20 Years laſt paſt. The ſence of his approbation and 
favour, the Teftimony of my own Conſcience and Innocency before 
God and Man, as to theſe things, wherewith | am moſt impiouſly ſlan- 
dered, do ſo ſupport my Soul, amidſt all theſe ſurpriſing Storms, 
wherewith I am afiaulted, from ignorant, malicious and cruel Men, 
that in relation to my ſelf, were it not that thereby God is diſhonoured, 
good Men grieved, and the Mouths of ungodly. Men opened; | would 
value them no -more than ſo many inſolent barkings of unmannerly 


Curs. 
C 15. He 
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15. He who hath the munition of Rocks for his defence, ſhall dwell 
on high, far out of the reach of his moſt potent, moſt cunning and 
moſt cruel Adverfary. My R. B. hath read you one Paper, and leaſt I 
be miſtaken or miſrepreſented, by ignorant or invidious Perſons, I ſhall 
read you another ; only now I add what Cyprian ſays, de Simplic. Prelat. 
Triticum non rapit ventiis, nec arborem ſolida radice fundatam procelia ſub- 
wertit : snanes pales tempeſtate jaftantur, & invalide arbores turbinis incur- 
fione evertuntur, But all my Strength is borrowed from, and entirely 
dependent upon our Lord Jcſus. 


_—  <—  —— 


—— 


Ar. H.C. Mmiſter of the Goſpel at K. hu Appeal from the 


Sentence paſt againſt bim, on Aug. 1 1, 96, by the P. of D. 


unto the R. R. S. of D. to meet there, Oob, 1 3. 96. 


R, B. The word of God doth expreſly require, That no Sentence be 


paſt againſt any Man rill he be judicially heard ; and ſo muſt be Cited by 


and compear before, a number competent to judg, according to the na- 
ture of the Crime or Offence laid to his Charge : and hence it is that the 
Supream Judicatories of the Church and Nation are at ſo great pains 
ro determine, who, and what Number of Men, ſhall legally cognoſce and 
finally determine in ſuch and ſuch Offences. 

16. The Party competent to judg in the Admiſſion, Tranſportation, 
Suſpenſion or Depoſition of a Miniſter, are all the Brethren of that Claſs 
judicially required to be prefent, i hurc effetum: And in caſe of their 
paucity, weakneſs, or weight and intricacy of the Afﬀair, RESIng 
Claſſes would be addreſſed, for aſſiſting Correſpondents. When theſe 
Judges are thus met, they are peremptorie required, not to receive 
an Accuſation, much leſs to paſs Sentence againſt any Elder, but at the 
Mouth of two or three Witneſſes, againſt whom neither Judges nor 
Judged have any lawful ObjeCtion, 

17. But none of all theſe have been obſerved towards me : For, 1. 1 
was never once cited to compear, much leſs three ſeveral times, with 
ſubſcribed Executions thereupon returned. 2. They knew that I would 
have appeared had 1 not been Sick, and this by a Line from me jadici- 
ally read by them. 3. I was never once communed wirh on the matter, 
either by Word or Write, from this P. till this Sentence was paſt 4.1 am 
informed ſome Members were abſent. 5- There were no Gps 

| either 


. 
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+ either ſent for, or preſent, 6,1 have two valid Objetions, againſt ſome 


preſent, why they ſhould in no caſe be my Judges. Chyſtome, and. 42 
more, refuſed to appear before the Council of Cha'cedon, till ſonſe Per- 
ſons, Enemies to him, &c. were removed out the Council, Dark. on 
' Scand. part. 4. cap. 13. Þ. 338. 7. The Sentence is founded upon the meer 
Aſſertions of a notorious Strumpet, violently and fraudulentiy extorted 
(as ſhz and others ſay) by her Examinators. 8. That her Baſtard was 
born in May 96 3 and 1 can adduce fundry Witneſſes of very groſs pre- 
ſamprions of her Baſeneſs, in Fly and Augaſt 95, what 4. 44. and F. D. 
of both which it can be proven by many Witnelles, Quod ſolu erat cum 
ſola, in ſuſpelto loco, mods ac tempore. According to Meth. of Proc, c. 2. 
{e.6.n. 8, Upon all which, 
18, | cannot but hereby proteſt againſt this Procedure of the R. P. of 
D. as highly Antiſcriptural, expreſly contrare, unto the common ſteps 
of Diſcipline eſtabliſhed in this Church, extremely injurious both to me, 
and the People under my Charge (whoſe Heretors and Elders ſhould have 
been cited and heard, before any Sentence had been paſt ag1ialt their - 
Miniſter) as a praCtical and open denying, both to them and me, the 
common Juſtice due to the Free Subjetts of this Realm, and the known 
Privilzges ſecured to the Members, eſpecially the Miniſters, of this 
National Church : And ſo a manifeſt perverting, and ſcandalous wreſt- 
ing of Presbytrial Power, yea an illegal and tyrannical exercifingthere- 
of, riot to Edification but to Deſtruftion. And fol am neceſlitate, and 
do actually hereby appeal from this R.P. in that whole Afair unto 
the R.R. the S. of D. to meet at that Town, OZeb. 13. 96; and there- 
upon take lnftraments,&c. Which | did in the hands of a Publick Notary, 
in the Face 'of this Congregation. - Sic 'Subſeribitzr, H. C, 


CHAP. II. 


I, Y Ou ſee by my Appeal that I complain of their Sentence as unjuft, 
;K becauſe palt againſt me anciced and aibeard, &c. That any Sen- 
tence thus palt is unjult, will appear ſrom many Particulars. And firſt 
from Scripture-lnſtances, of Sentences paſt both by God and Man, Gen. 
3-9, &c. and 11.5, 6, 7. and 18.20, 21. Exod. 2. 23, 24, 25. and 3- 
7, 8. Pſal. 14.2, 3.: Fob29. 16, Joh. 7, 47, 43. with ver. 51. Opporrebat 
(Bulling; s /oc.) ſermonem illum principum padan mendacii redergui. Nox 
Jnſtinuit Necode mus veritatem opprims (Calv. in loc.) Negat enim Chriftam 
damnandum donec anditus ſuerit. See alſo. Dent. 16, 18, 19, 20. and 17. 
| C 2 2, 41 5* 
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2, 4, 5- Lev. 13:4, 5, 6, 7, 8. Mat. 25. 31, 32, 33, 34, Sc. 2 Cor. 5. 19. 


Even bloody Saul cites and hears the Lord's Pricſts, before he paſs Sen- 
rence, t Sem. 22.9, 11,12, &c. I might add many other Scriptures, 
bat theſe are ſufficient to prove, that no Pcrſon ſhould be Sentenced; 
till they be cited and heard, if Men will regard what is recorded in the 
Word of God. 

2. The Aſſembly, 1643, Sefſ. 2. Overt. i. requires, T hat all Bills, 
where-ancnt all concerned are not lawfally cit, be rejected. And 
Meth. of Proceed. in all Jadicatories in the Church of Scotland cap. 1. ſctt, 5+ 
wm, 17. tells the World, That in all Proceſles, the Judi. atory is to ſee 
that every Party and Perſon be duely ſiſted before them, by a Legal ty- 
mous Citation, the Execution of which Citation is to be returned by 
the Beadle, and that three times before any Sentence, #bid. num. 18. and 
20. and chap. 3. ſet. 8, num. 5, 6. For which alſo he is to have a 
Warrant under the Clarks Hand. All which.were obſerved in all the 
Proceſſes which I ever ſaw, or judged in , but all negleQted by my Pur- 
ſuers. Yet, . a 

3» This is the common Form in the meaneſt Court in Scotland ; 
ſo that no Sentence can be palt in the ſmalleſt matter, without law- 
ful Ciration by competent Officers; yea Senences againſt Perſons 
in abſence, tho legally cited, are very ordinarily reduced. . And 
according to the Law of this Kingdom, no Sentetce ſhonld be paſt 
in - any. Church Judicatory, upon any Perſon whatſoever, till he 
be duely cited and fully heard in cawſam ſuam. This is materially done 
in all Acts eſtabliſhing Presbyterian Government ; .which by its own in- 
trinſick Rules, requires ſuch Juſtice tobe done to all Offenders. And 
alſo by theſe Acts," Jam. 6.. Par. '13:: AF. 164. and Char. 2. Par. 1. Seſs. 
1. Aft. 25, but more eſpecially by A. 87. Parl. 6, Jam. 1. its ſtatute, 
That a Church- man be cited by his Ordinary or his Officials, and the 
cauſes of his Citation muſt be delivered him with the Summons3 and 
after the Execution of the ſaid Summons, he hath Forty Days granted 
to appear and propound his. Defences 'before Sentence paſs againſt 
him. The Judg not obſerving this Form'of Proceſs againit a Church- 
man, is condemned to ſatisfy the Complaincr : Nay no Proceſs is 
£0: be granted on the firſt Citation, before Inferiour Courts, but up- 
on libelled Precepts,. and Citation of fifteen Days, Fam. 6. Par, 23. 
"At. 14. Car. 2. Par. 2..Seſſ. 3. Af. 16, See alſo Parl. 8. Fam, 6, 
AF. 132. This AQ requires, That no Miniſter be deprived of Office 
or Benefice, unleſs he be lawfully and orderly cited, tryed and adjudged 
culpable by the Judg Ordinary. | 


4. Rav. 
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"4 Rav. Bib. Sac. p, 1. p.851, Iniqui ſunt judices qui revs percutiunt & 


njuria afficiunt, etiam antequam ejus canſa in judicio fuerit cognits ;, bens 
Judices, non temere ferurt jentImitam ſed prins omnia que ad cariſam fatiunt, 
diligentcr wiqurunt, Dent, 13.14. and 17. 4. and 14. 18. and 6. 3. and 
11.5. and 18, 21. AX. 12. 19. Jieoque C& reos ad Ccanſam dicendam, privs 
adnittunt, & criminis adnifſi conu;neunt, quam in eos ſententtam ferunt, 
Gen. 3.9, 10, 1)1,CGc. and Gen. 4.9, 10, 11. of. 7. 8. and 22. 13. Judg. 
23. 14. Eadem fere habet Clarifſ. bic Author. ibid. par. 2. p. 492. and part. 
1. p.21. Then, 

. F- Leigh in his Body of Divinity, 0.7. c.29. p. $13. gives 6 Rules for 
executing Jultice, all exaCtly contrare to what they have practiſed in 
their way with me. 4 

6 lts aQtually ſuppokd inthe precceding Atts of Parliament, That 
in caſe any Perion be not thus orderly cited ard ſentenced by any Church- 
Judicatory, then the Lords of His Majeſty's Moſt Honourable Privy, 
Council, and Seſſion, being complained unto, and they finding the ſaid 
Proceſs thus lame, are not only to refuſe their Civil Concurrence, libe- 
rate the injured Perſon fromany Civil Injury enſving unto him, upon the 
illegally paſt Sentence 3. remit the ſaid Afﬀair to be recognoſced by the 
ſame, or rather a ſaperior Church-Judicatory, as to what is thereia 
purely Eccleſiaitick 3 but alfo puniſh the ſaid Judicatory civilly, accord- 
ing to the Nemerits of their illegal Procedure : Which is alſo taught by 
fome of the greateſt Divines that ever profelſed the Proteſtant Religion 
in Europe, Sce the Authors in the Epiſt. Ded. p. 4, 5. and Renefſ. Pref. 
lib. Wall. de Man. Miniſt. - 

72. All Proteſtants condemn the Sentences paſt againſt them by the 
Pope, or his Conclave,-and other Popiſh Councils, as altogether null and 
utterly in and of themſelves invalid, as for many Reatons, ſo alſo be- 
cauſe they condemn the Proteſtants inauditos & nullius erroris judicia- 
liter convictos. And ſo their Sentences, Laborant defettu ordinis judicia- 


| Is & pronunciate ſunt, nulla premiſſa citatione cauſe cognitione, examinatione, 


ac legals convittione, Thele are the very Words of famous Polanxs Syn. 
lib.7. c.18.p.1758. and 1759. And hence Dav. in Col.2.23.p 254. ſays, 

8. Ceca obedientis mandatis ſuperiorum eccleſiaſticorum preſtita eſt ſtulta, 
impia, ac irriligioſa ;, for which he gives four Reaſons, nec bominibus obedire 
licer ( inquit Cyp.) #bi voluntas hominum, non capit voluntatem Des, Atts 
5- 29. And ſoir was, and that juſtly, accounted an intollcrable Uſur- 
pation upon the Church of England's Privileges, for King Janes the 7th 
toerect a new High Commiſſion Court, which ordered the Bp. of London 


to ſuſpend Dr. Sharp, without citation ; which the Biſhop out gh Con- 
lence 


we INQUISITIO NOV 4, 


2; 4, F- Lev. 13+4, 5, 6, 7, 8. Mat. 25. 31y 32, 33, 34, Sc. 2 Cor. 5. 10. 


Even bloody Saul cites and hears the Lord's Pricſts, before he paſs Sen- 
rence, t Sem. 22.9, 11,12, &c. I might add many other Scriptures, 
bat theſe are ſufficient to prove, that no Pcrſon ſhould be Sentenced, 
till they be cited and heard, if Men will regard what is recorded in the 
Word of God. 

2. The Aſembly, 1643, Sefſ. 2. Overt. t. requires, T hat all Bills, 
where-anent all concerned are not lawfally cit:t, be rejected. And 
Meth. of Proceed. in all Jadicatories in the Church of Scotland cap. 1. ſett, 5+ 
wm, 17. tells the World, That in all Proceſles, the Judi: atory is to ſee 
that every Party and Perſon be duely ſiſted before them, by a Legal ty- 
mous Citation, the Execution of which Citetion is to be returned by 
the Beadle, and that three times before any Sentence, bid, num, 18. and 
20. and chap. 3. ſet. 8, num. 5, 6. For which alſo he is to have a 
Warrant under the Clarks Hand. . AJl which. were obſerved in all the 
Proceſſes which I ever ſaw, or judged in ; but all negleted by my Pur- 
ſuers. Yet, . Fx 

3. This is the common Form in the meaneſt Court in Scotland ; 
ſo that no Sentence can be palt in the ſmalleſt matter, without law- 
ful Ciration by competent Officers; yea Serences againſt Perſons 
in abſence, tho legally cited, are very ordinarily reduced: . And 
according to the Law of this Kingdom, no Sentevtce ſhonld be paſt 
in - any. Church Judicatory, upon any Perſon whatſoever, till he 
be duely cited and fully heard in cawſam ſuam. This is materially done 
in all AQts eſtabliſhing Presbyterian Government ;z . which by its own in- 
trinſick Rules, requires ſuch Juſtice to-be done to all Offenders. And 
alſo by theſe Atts,". Fam. 6.. Par. 13. At. 164. and Char. 2. Par. 1. Seſs. 
1. Aft. 25, but more eſpecially by A. 87, Parl. 6, Jam. 1. its ſtatute, 
That a Church- man be cited by his Ordinary or his Officials, and the 
cauſes of his Citation muſt” be delivered him with the Summons3 and 
after the Execution of the ſaid Summons, - he hath Forty Days granted 
to appear and propound his. Defences (before Sentence paſs againſt 
him. The Judg rot obſerving this Form'of Proceſs againit a Church- 
man, ' is condemned to ſatisfy the Complainer : Nay no Proceſs is 
£0: be granted on the firſt Citation, before Inferiour Courts, but up- 
on' libelled Precepts, . and Citation of fifteen Days, Fam. 6. Par, 23. 
"Abt. 14. Car. 2. Par. 2... Seſſ. 3. AR. 16, . See alſo Parl. 8. Fam. 6, 
Af. 132. This AQt requires, That no Miniſter be deprived of Office 
or Benefice, unleſs he be lawfully and orderly cited, tryed and adjudged 
culpable by the Judg Ordinary. | 
| 4. Rav. 
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" 4 Rav, Bib. Sac. p, 1. p.851. Iniqui ſunt judices qui revs percutiunt & 
5mju1 14 efficiunt, etiam antequam ejus canſa in judicio ſnerit cognits ; bons 
Jaudices, non temere ferurt jemtFruzam ſed prins omnia que 44 carſam faciunt, 
dilizenter wiqurunt, Dent, 13.14. and 17. 4. and 14. 18. and 6. 3. and 
11.5. and 18, 21. AX. 12:19. Jieoque & reos ad canſam dicendam, prius 
adnittunt, & crimins admijſi conv;neunt, quam in eos ſententsant ferunt, 
Gen. 3.910, 11,Cc. and Gen. g.9, 10, 11. of. 7. 8. and 22. 13. Judg. 
23. 14. Eadem fere habet Clarifſ. bic Author, ibid. par. 2. p. 492. and pare. 
I. p. 21. Then, 

. F- Leigh in his Body of Divinity, 0.7. c.29. p. $13. gives 6 Rules for 
executing Juſtice, all exaCtly contrare to what they have praCtiſed in 
their way with me. 8 

6 lts aQtually ſuppoſkd in the precceding Ads of Parliament, That 
jn caſe any Perſon be not thus orderly cited ard ſentenced by any Church- 
Jadicatory, then the Lords of His Majeſty's Moſt Honourable Privy, 
Council, and Seſſion, being complained unto, and they finding the ſaid 
Proceſs thus lame, are not only to refuſe their Civil Concurrence, libe- 
rate the injured Perſon fromany Civil Injury enſving unto him, upon the 
illegally paſt Sentence 5 remir the ſaid Afﬀair to be recognoſced by the 
ſame, or rather a ſuperior Church-Judicatory, as to what is thereia 
purely Eccleſiattick ; but alfo puniſh the ſaid Judicatory civilly, accord- 
ing to the Demerits of their illegal Procedure : Which is alſo taught by 
ſome of the greateſt Divines that ever profelſed the Proteſtant Religion. 
in Exrope, Sce the Authors in the Epiſt. Ded. p. 4, 5. and Renef. Pref. 
lib. Wall. de Man, Miniſt. : 

7. All Proteſtants condemn the Sentences paſt againſt them by the 
Pope, or his Conclave,-and other Popiſh Councils, as altogether null and 
vtterly in and of themſelves invalid, as for many Reaſons, ſo alſo be- 
cauſe they condemn the Proteſtants inauditos & nullius erroris judicia- 
liter convitos. And ſo their Sentences, Laborant defettu ordinis judicia- 


| bis & pronunciate ſunt, nulla premiſſa citatione cauſe copnitione, examinatione, 


ac legali convittione, Thele arethe very Words of famous Polanns Syn. 
lib.7. c.18.-p.1755. and 1759. And hence Dav. in Col.2.23.p 254. lays, 

8. Ceca obedientia mandatis ſuperiorum eccleſiaſiscorum preſtita eſt ſtulta, 
impia, ac irriigioſa ;, for which he gives four Reaſons, nec hominibus obedire 
licer (inquit Cyp.) #bi voluntas hominum, non capit voluntatem Dei, Acts 
5- 29, And ſoir was, and that juſtly, accounted an intollcrable Uſur- 
pation upon the' Church of England's Privileges, for King Janes the 7th 
toerett a new High Commiſſion Court, which ordered the Bp. of Londen 


to ſaſpend Dr. Sharp, without citation ; which the Biſbop out or Con- 
ience 
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ſceience to Juſtice and Equity refuſing to do, is therefore ſuſpended him- 
ſelf. Sec Compleat Hiſt. of the late Revolution, part. 3.p. 34. and part, 2. 
p. 17. which are noticed by King Wiliam Ih his Declaration from the 
Hague Oftob, 10. 1688. as alſo that the ſaid Commiſſion did'turn ont the 
Prelident and Fellows of Magdalen College, without ſo much as once ci- 
ring them, &e, For redreſſing of which 1njuries he did nobly adventure 
his Sacred Perſon, in a moſt dangerous, but by Gods Power and Bl:\- 
ling a moſt ſucceſsful expedition; And ſo I may be perſwaded that the 
ſuſpending of me without being cited or heard, ſhall not go unredreſſed, 
when repreſented unto His Sacred Majeſty. No Sentenee can be paſt in 
the meaneſt Court Civil of this Kingdom, in the ſmalleſt concern accord- 
ing to Law, unleſs the Party be legally cited to 2 Dyets, and the Execution 
| thereof ſubſcribed with two Witneſſes, AF. 6. Parliament 2. Seſſion 3. 

Car. 2. And ſhall | be deprived legally of Office and Benefice and never 
ence cited ? But then further it is known, 

9. Quod apud Romanos omnium attionum principium a Citatione erat pro- 
fettum, Inſtit. Juſt. Criſp. |. 4. tit. 16. p. 436. & «bid. He who without 
Warrent from the Judg, did cite a Parent or Patron, or the Father or 
Child of a Patron or Patroneſs, Preter, in il/lum con[tituit penam 50. So- 
lidorum. Nay they made flrift Laws againſt any Judg who ſhould paſs 
Sentence againſt any Man till he was duly cited and fully heard. See 
Goodwin's Rom. Antiq. p. 210, and Tuſtin Inflit. ubi ſupra, p. 474. Urri- 
uſque litizatorts preſentiam, in lite adducendam deſiderat. And for that effeCt 
orders. the Perſuer a Warrant, for a firſt, ſecond or third Summons, - 
and after that, ediftym quartum & peremptorium. Hence even Seneca ſays, 
Fudex qui altera inaudita parte aliquid ftatuit, equam licer ftatuerit ſenten- 
tiam, iniquus tamen eſt, And thereſore, : 

--10. Irs highly commendable in Alexander the Great, that he allowed 
Philotas and Amintas full liberty to anſwer in their own Defence, and 
that he did rationally and calmly confute whatever they ſaid to that pur- 
poſe, before he paſt Sentence upon them. And it was no leſs unjuſt and 
highly*croel in him, to condemn and ſentence- to Death Purmenio and 
Cal:ſthenes, without any Legal Proceſs or Citation. And how much he 
did lament his cruel and raſh murther of Chex, is fully known': Which 
- with other ſuch cruel Sentences againſt the Macedonians haſtned Alexan- 
trr's untimely end. © See Dnintus Cortins tb. 6. p. 158. and lib. 7, p. 168. 
& 174. and 5b. 8, p.209. & 228. andGb. 10.p, 293. in Engliſh And, 

11. Thoa Parliament be ( as Cook, ſays, Inſtie. l. 1. ſeft. 164.) curia 
vetuſtiſima, honor atiſſima Ccapaciſſima, fo as ( Apud D. Smith De Rep. Ang. 
lib. 2. cap. 2.) Leges veteres i744 effe jubet & novas indarit © yer isit cry'd 

4 s out 
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ont vpon as a moſt grievous Oppreſſion in the Parliament of Scot/ands 
Anno 1660, Seſſ. 2. to remove the Miniſters of Edenb. withour Citation 3 
and that others for not keeping tile 2gth of May 1663, were put by the 
ſaid Parliament from their Benefices, wichout citation, Nepthali, p. 191; 
And ſhall it be no breach of Law and Juſtice for the P. of D. tothruſt 
me from my Miniſtry and Benefice without Citation or Hearing ? 

12. Herein tiuly they a@ not as Presbyterians, but as the Succeſſors 
of Bp. Sharp and General Dalzel, who openly proteſted before the 
Lords of His Majeity's Moſt Honourable Privy Council, That the for- 
malities of a legal Procedare did very much obſtruft the King's Buſi- 
neſs ; and therefore pleaded for inſtant diſpaich after the Moſcovien 
Mode, Naph. p.265. But, 

13- They*H ſay I had the Moderators Letter to appear. I anſwer, 
1. It wazextrajudicial, and tho it had been at appointment of the Pres- 
bytery 3 yet, 2+ Isit no legal Citztion, fince all fuch muſt be by the 
Beadle, and none elſe, Meth, of Proceed. cap. 1 ſet. 5. num. 17. 3. They 
| know who were once, twice, and a third time required to appear be- 
fore the P.of D. by a Letter from the Clark in the name of the Presbitery, 
with Certification z which yet in end was jadged nd legal Citation : and 
ſo their Proceſs ſiſted. 47 If a Line from Mr. P. bz Citation enough, then 
why ſo much coit and pains tocite every Perſon hefore this new and eaſy 
Mode ? But they may in end poſſibly meet with the ſame Meaſure 3 I ad- 
viſe them in the fear of the Lord toread and tremble,at what is recorded 
Gen. 42.21. Fud. 1.7. Pſal. 12.5. and 64. 6, 7, 8,9. Iſa. 33. 1,2. and 
59. 18, Jam, 2.13. Math.7.1,2. Luk. 6.3, 7, Math. 18. 32,33, 39. 
Neither are there Inſtances wanting in every Age, of God's remarkable 
Pleadings againſt the cruel and illegal Pratiſes, even of the Greateſt ; 
they may read what's recorded of three Kings, Car. 5. Hen,2. and 
Franciſ. 2. of France, by famous Whitaker de Eccl. cont, Dur. queſt. 5. p. 
377. I ſhall only heretell them rhe laſt of theſe Lines, 


Verſuti, fatui, ſurdi, hec ſpeitacula reges, - 
Vos ſapere vel mer jubent. 


14. The good Earl of Efex (whom Cranmer ſtill repreſented to 
Henry 8. of England, as 2 molt faithful Man to Chorch and State) hav- 
ing conſented to that cruel Law, of condemning Men for Treaſon unheard, 
was the firſt Man who ſmarted by that Act ; being thus ſentenced ana 
accordingly execnte, Jaly 28, 1540. Dr. Burnet's Abridg. of the' Hiſh. of the 
Church of Eng. l.1. p. 249%, And who brought home agd firſt _ the 
. | ' * ſharp- 


& 
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ſharpneſs of the Maiden's Edg in Scotland is Notour to all. Nec lex ef 
Juſtior ulla, quam nec artifices, arte perire ſua, 

15. They never once communed with me, either by Word or Write 
upon the Affair, before they ſuſpended me. Contrary to Mar. 18, I Fs 
this place is exccllently explained to this purpole, by fumous Mr. Durhb. 
ON Scand, par. 2. C, 3. p. 67, 68, 69, 70, &c, Loci ſcopus eſt, that Charity 
be not violate under any pretence of Zeal ; and becauſe ambition ſways 
moſt Men to a greedy divulging of their Brethrens Faults, therefore our 
Lord doth here tymouſly check this Vice, commanding us that as much as 
is poſlible, we cover our Brethrens ſhame. ues enim fſratrum dedecus & 
infamia obletl at odio & malevolentia raps certum eſt quum ſs in ilits vigeret cha- 
ritas, fratrum conſulerint pudori, See Calv. in loc. Sure if they had nor 
been ſadly blinded with Malice, they could never have been ſo inconſi- 
derate as to have ſentenced me, before ever they either ſpoke to me in 
private, or cited me before them in publick, ; their Fig-leav'd Preten- 
ces of Zeal cannot but eaſily vaniſh out of ſight, to all who know, 
that Zeal for God's Glory takes God*s Method for carrying on its de-' 
ſigns, it ſeeks the Good and Editication of Men, is attended with Bow- 
els. of Mercy to the Perſons of Offenders, and with mean and low 
Thovghts of Self : But there's a blind, bitter avd proud Zeal, Rom, 19, 
2. Jam. 3. 2 King. 10. 16. Of which Iadd only wiuat Calvin ſays, 
Harm. Evang. in Lic. 9. 55- 

16. Multos impellit teli feruvor, ſed cnm dteſt ſpiritus pruaentie ebulliunt 
in ſpurs, ſepe etiam contingit zelo, turbidos carnis affettus eſſe permuxtos, & 

us acerrimi videntur glorie Det <tiote privato Carnu, excecantur affein, 
Vid. etiam Calv, in Att.6.1%, And, 

17. As this their way is contrary to God's Word, ſo alſo to the Rules 
preſcribed by the Church of Scotland, Meth, of Proceed. cap. 1. ſi. 5, 
»am.18. and c. 2. /.6. n.7. andc. 3. /.8. n.4. andc. 2. [. 8. n.2, 3, 4. 


D 


CH AP. IV. 


I. HE Iniquity of this their Sentence will further appear from theſe 
T two Conſiderations. 1. That they knew | would have appeared 
tho not cited, had 1 not been affixed to my Bed by ſickneſs. 2. That 
they paſt this Sentence without any Evidence, upon the meer Aſlertions 
of a notorious Strumpet, &c. For clearing theſe Conſiderations, Durh. 
on Scand. pert. 2. 6. 5.p. 179. fays, That contemptuous refuſing or de- 
clining of Appearance ( even tho legally citgd.) is not to be reſtricted 
| to 


% 
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to once or twice refuſing, ever when n9 reaſonable Excuſe can be given ; 
2nd Church-Officers would be favourable in agmitting of Excuſes, 

2, The Roman 'Law ſays, /nft. Juſt. Com. Criſp. im 12, tab. part, 3. P. 
mils 503: Sire eſſet morboa foro impeditus, & mn bum in foro allegari, per 
amicum curaret 1 tum pretor exeuſatione cognita, in difſindena) die, bac uti- 
batur formula, His dies e(Þ diff ſus, 

3. No Sentence can be palt againſt any Man but at the mouth of two 
or three Witnelles, Dent. 17.6. and 19.15. 1 Tiwm.5.19, and theſe Legal 
and Cretible Hen (not Knights of the Poſt or Sons and Davghttcrs of Be- 
lial) which even Jezebel and the High-Prieſls, 1 King.21.9,12. Mat. 25.59. 
would ſeem to regard, in their molt bloody and cruel Proceſics. And 
yet Calv. in 4ſat.26.59. ſays, Nibil minus ipfſis faiſſe in animo, quam de cauſa 
illalegaliter,aut ſecundum Dei verbum inquirere, ut re bene comperta gecernerent? 
Fam,gnim hoc illis prius erat fixum Chriſtum peuitus perdere, What would this 
Holy-Man have ſaid of the P.of D, their Sentencing me, not only vpon faliz 
Evidence, but alſo without being once cited, or heard, when they Knew 
that | was ſick ? even what he ib:4. ſubjoins, Fiers non poteſt at aquitats 
aliquis reſt at locus, 'ubi cauſe cognitio nan precedit ſententiam, Civil and 
Eccleſfaltick Power both agree in many things, particularly in this, that 
.neither of them condemn any without Convittion and fu!l Probation of 
the Offence, Gileſpie Aron's Red, lib. 2. cap. 4. 0. 194+ | 

4, T he Council of 7rext is juſtly accuſed as Antichriſtian and Tyran- 
nical, 2s upoſ many accounts, ſo principally becauſe, Lutherum alioſque 
non paucos,; ante legitiman citationem accanſe copnitionem damnavit, Vid. 
Polan. Synt. b. t..c. 33.p.1738. And 1 deſire to bleſs God, that I ggver ei- 
ther in Seſſion, Presbytery, Synod, or General Aſſembly, did conſent to 
. the ſentencing of 2ny, but upon due Citation and full Convition, by 
credible Eviderice ; for which I have bzen often accuſed by ſome igno- 
rant-Zealots, as a Favourer of Offecders: Yet therein I followed the 
Rule of God's Word. And, 

5. By the Law of England, ro Man is to be tricd, or once arraigned 
before a Petty Jury, till the Grand Fury upoa full evidence of rhe Crime 
return bila vera. Calv. in 1 Tim. 5. 19. ſays well, Tante ergo iniquitati 
non fruſtra ſe paulus npponit, as prohibet Presbiteros improborum” ſubjici, 'male- 
dicentie donec Legitimw, - convitts ſint Teſtimonis, And, _— 

6. Wall. »per, part, 1.p. 516. Etiamfi paſtors ipſo aliquid efſct notum ſcan- 
dalum, non tamen poteſt aliquam in ſcandaloſum infligere cenſuram niſi rts teſti- 
buy 1doness poſſit probars,quum Deus legem tulit, ut in ore dibrum aut triam tefti- 
rm omne conſiſtat verbum, . And Ruth, Due Right, &c. p.46; ſays, That al- 
tho the Judg ſaw, the Guilty ou_ the Fa(t, yet can he not by'God"s 

Law 
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Law condemn him but upon the Teſtimbny of two or three Witneſſes. ; 
for the wiſe Lord ſees what Confuſion and Tyranny ſhould follow, if ofe 
' ſhould be both, Jaacx after, & reftis : And therefore God hath tied the 
Conſcience of every Judg, to the Fidelity of Witneſſes, not known tobe 
falſe: And for this cites many Learned Men. 

7. The Convention of Eſtates in Scotland, April 11. £9, in their Claim 
of Right, amongſt other reaſons why Jam. 7. is declared to have Fore- 
faulted bis Right to govern, this is one, that he did impower Military 
Officers, in ſundry Places to judg, whereby many were Summrly pur to 
Death, without legal Tryal, Jury or Record; ( and murdering of Mi- 
-.iſters Fame is in ſome regard a greater Crime, than the murdering of a 
Man's Body.) As alſo for impoſing of Fines and Forefaulkters, before any 
Proceſs or Convittion, and fcr exerciſing an Arbitrary Power, to the 
Violation of the Laws and Liberties of this Kingdom. And ſhall the 
P. of D. without regard to the Law of Soil and the Kingdom, deprive 


me of Office and Benefice and yet be innocent ? Yet. 

8. Calv. in1 Tim.1.19. ſays, Hoc quaſi ſingulari privilegio ( quanvit reve- 
fa omnibus ſit commune, Dent. 19. 15. ) ſolos Presbiteros munit Apoſtolus, 
wt a falſis delationibus, illorum tuta ſit innocentia, imo neceſſarium eſt remedium 
ad verſus bominum malignitatem. And in Heb, 10. 28, idem Caly, Obſer- 
vanda eſt illa equitas, quam ſequuts ſunt politici fere omnes, ne quis niſt duorum 
faltem teſtimonjo, conviflus damnetur. Ard, 

9. The Grave and Learned Authors of Smettymns, - et. 11. p. 33. 
ſays, that of old Plantiff aad Defendant were brought judicially before 
the Judicatory, and ſufficient evidence required, to prove the guilt be- 
fore Sentence neither in theſe days might any Accuſer be led as a Wit- | 
neſs, Ofthis mind is the Church of Scotland; for Meth. of Preceed. 6. 2. 1 
ſe, 6. n.8. The Womans Teſtimony can be no ſufficient Evidence a- | 
gainſt any Man, for ſo much as toput him, by Oath, to purge bimſelf. 

10.. This Injuſtice of the P. of D.. and there nnparateIPd Malice will 
yet more conſpicoully appear, by'the entertainment which I met with 
from them when I appeared bcfore them, A«g.26. 96. whereof take this 
ſhort accounfirſt. Tho they knew that I was ſcarce able to come that 
length, what with Sickneſs on my Body, and Trouble on my Mind be- 
ſides my Wives dangerous Circumſtances, Yet whenever they hear that 
Iam in Town, its propoſed that | be inſtantly ſecured in Priſon leaſt I 
ſhould run for,itz and accordingly they addreſs, firſt the Magiſtrates, 
then the Steward- Deputez but they were mor ſt and juſt Men than. 


to aſſent. At length L get leaye to ſpeak. And ſol ſay, 


by 
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11. I ſometimes thouzht that I ſhould ever ben entertain- 
ed by this R. P. with that Reſpect, Love and Kindneſs, which is due 
vnto a Brother ; which if 1 had met with, I had this day not only ju- 
dicially owned the moſt ſolemn Oath, which 1 ſent you ſrom Edenb. but 
would have alſo followed whatever other M2thod my R. B. had judged 
neceſſary, for my full Vindication from the vil? reproaches caſt upon me: 
But ſince. ye have thought it unworthy yobr while to take this way, I 
hope you will cxcuſe me to take all ſuch Methods as the Word of God, 
Attsof Aſſ:mbles, and Laws of this Kingdom, do preſcribe, warrant 
and allow, for redreſling the Injuries done, and threatned ro be done yn- 
to me. And therefore 1 do hereby appeal from this P. unto the R.S. 
to meet at this place Ofob. 13. 96; and thereupon dclivered my Appeal 
(which I had pablickly read at KF. Avg. 16.) tro the Clark. 

12. Then E. D. called in, and did judicially own what they had in 
my Abſence with Force andFraud extorted from her. To which | anſwer, 
1. Shecan do no leſs to gratify her Benefa*tors, who inſtead of cauſing 
Impriſon, ſcourge, or duck hvr in a Pool, according to At. 13. Part. 1. 


| Fam, 6, have ever ſince provided her and her Brat with Bed and Board. 


Yer, 2. All ſhe Jays are notorious Lies, and directly contrare to what 
ſhe with fearful! Imprecations, and ſolemn Aſſeverations did declare, ar 
the birth of hgr Baſtard, and before the Seffion of T. and P. of K. as [ 
perceive by the Minures of that Presbitery in that particular, prefently 
read: and may be fully proven were ſhe, 4. M.T. D. and many eye 
Witueſſes of their behavour judicially ſtaged. 3. Its nonew thing for 
moſt eminent and innocent Men to be thus vilely reproached, as was Mr.' 
T. P, Mr.'A.'S. Mr. A. P. and many elſe; whom nevertheleſs God 
did in his great Mercy vindicate, ſending remarkable Plagues alſo both 
upon their accufers, and ſuch as abetted and liſt ned unto their Helliſh , 
Accuſations; ſome whereof 1 have been Ear and Eye Witneſs to, both 
in this, and in the Kingdom of Ireland, which 1 now forbear to mention. 
And, 4. For my own part were a!l other things right betwixt God and 
my Soul, to that whereof Iam now baſely 'accuſed, I could berontent 
to enter into Eternity within an hour; and ſhould | take with that vile 
Brat, my Conſcience would flie in my Face, as lying againſt my Right, 
and taking with that Guilt which my Conſcience clears me of, and which 
by many undeniable preſumptions belongs to another, how much ſoever 
palliated by the P. of D. Then, / 
13. It's inquired what Money I gave her at parting from my Houſe. 
I anſwer, I was then owing to her 20+ Pound Scots, whereof 1 gave her 
T5 Pound; and afterward 2 Pound 4 Shillings and Six Pennies :--and' 
6 D 2 | would 


Py 
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would have given her all, but that my Wife, at her leaving my Hovſe did 
convince her, before ſandry Witneſles, that ſhe had either Nolen or ſuffer- 
ed 6 Ells of Linnen to be ſtolen. She allerted,that 1 gave her only 6 Pound 
Scots of her Wages, and 4 MilPd half Crowns to carry her to Jreland ;, 
which made the greateſt of my Enemies to look upon the whole as a For- 
gery. And finding that they Quarrelled we with ſundry othcr Lhings, 
] deſired them to pive me a forma! Libel, which I ſhould anſwer at nexc 
Meeting. When | am removed they inſtantly riſe, and when Pm reti- 
red I write down all that pat betwixt them and me ; with ſame further 
Remarks on their way, part whereof follows, 


CHAP: 


ff H O bythe Lerd's Mercy I was helped to carry with great calm- 
neſs; yet did they entertain m2 with the baſeſt of Langaage, 
ſuch as Impudent, Infatuate, Lyer, Self. conrr adifier, Achan, and what not : 
and many times 3 or 4of them ſpeaking of ſundry purpoſes at once. 
Which, r. ls very inconſiſtent with the Scriptures, at. 11. 29, Phil. 2. 
I, 2 3» Ti. 3.2. Gal.6. 1,2. Eph. 4. 29,3. 31,32. 2+ Had they "had 
one before them really guilty, of all they laid to my charge, they ſhould 
have minded ſuch words are irritating and no way edifying, 3; Th: 
Aſſembly, 4n. 1650, whereof 1 had the Honour to be a Member, in 
their Letter ro His Majeſty, ſay, We aſſure Your Majeſty, as in the pre- 
ſence of God, and in expeftation of his dreadful Appearance, that - we ſhall 
ſtudy that Moderation which Tour Majeſty injoins defiring in all 
things to approve our ſelves as the true Diſciples of Feſus Chriſt , who tho moſt 
zealous againſt all Corruptions in the Church, was yet moſt gentle towards the 
Perſons of Men, X | | 
. 2. The General Council of Epheſus were of another Temper, and 
therefore tho Neftorius was condemned of Blaſphemy againſt the Son of 
God by a Provincial 'S. at Rome, and another in Egypt under C'eiine and 
Cyrillas ;, yet in the General Council they ever give him the Honourable 
Title of 'Emox07G- *evAnGemTt(O-, nſque dum communi omnium ſeptentia 
eſt judicialiter condemnatas. See River. defenſ. lib. Eccl, part. 3. p. 438. and 
Aug. ( apud Dav. in Col. p.329.) ſays, Nunquam objurgand; ſuſcipiendum eft 
negotium ;, niſt conſcientia, noftra liquido coram Deo reſponderit : nos ex di- 
leftione, illud facere, quicquid enim ex acerbato dixeris animo, punientss eſt 
impetus & non Charitas corigents. Barth. K rah.. in Fon. c, 1. p. 17. eadem 
etiam fere habet, cum quibuſdam, dg redarguendo Cantelys, a 
; 3. D#rb. 
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3. Durh. on Scan. part.2.p.74. ſays, There ſhould be Gravity, Imparti- 
ality, de. kything in every Circumſtance of a Judicatories carriage to- 
wards real Offenders — Paſlionate Words, Heat and perſonal Reflec- 
tions are moſt derogatory to the Authority of a Church Judicatory, and 
mar the weight of apy Sentence vpon- the Conſcience. Hence Bowls, 
Paſt. Evang. l 2. C, 23. ſays, Innateſcat lapſis pia ac tentra ipſor um commiſes 
ratio, inillor!m vulneribes coxtrettandis, adfit miſericors Sympathein. And 
hence even the Schoo:men, [n imcrepante requirunt aptitudinem, manſuetu- 
dinem agnitionem, certam peceats, ſpem probabilem cmendations, opportunitatem 
& fectati gravitatem, ſed ante omnia erga animam Ffeccantem charitatem. 
What would they require from younger Brethren towards an Elder, mi-/ 
ſerably reproached by impious Perſons, after he had given the utmoſt 
Evidcnce attainable of his Innocence ? 

4. | canhot but here mind what Calv. in A. 2 3.2. ſays, upon Ananas 
his commanding Paul to be ſmitten in Judgment ;, (and to ſmitewith the 
Tongne, is more afflifting to all ingenuous Spirit than to ſmite with the 
Hand ) Sic impios a Satand raptart ſinit, ut ab omni «quitatis & temperants« 
ſpecir excidant. No doubt but Aranias ſtudied to counterfeit the Gravity 
becominz the Preſident of an Ecclefiaſtick Judicatory z which Mr. P. 
ofice ſtudied to doin his way with me. Sed Dominus illi banc excuſſit lar- 
vam, kt ne vel gregarii hominis tenertt modeſtiam, ſed ut profunderet inſtar 
beſtie, violentam ferocjam, ſicque inter illos confuſa regnavit barbaries, nec 
ulla diſcipline viguit ratio — Ananiam bodie referunt, qui ad tribunal produties, 
prius damnarit quam anudiunt. 4 

5- Grant | had been guilty, they were to aCt the part of kindly Phy- 
ſicians. And ſo Chryſoſt. in Joan, Homil. 25. Quamvis non primo perſuadiſ- 
ſent inſtante non t amen ferarum more excandeſcere, nam (uti Naz, Orat. de 
Mod. Serm.) quam inutils eft ac iners ſupinia ſegnities, tam inutilis eſt ftwl- 
ta acrimaaia. But theſe are Rules unfit for ſuch Maſciline Spirits, as 
my younger Brethren in the P. of D. are; whoſe carriage towards me 
I can no better deſcribe, 

6, Then in the words of Calvin, in Gal. 6. 1. Plerique quaſi iriſultauds 
materiam nafti ex fratrum deliftis, illos contumeliaſe vexant, & attrociter 
1d fit quia exprobrationi, mags quam correftioni ſtudent - hac autem non fit vio- 
lentia, aint Poivity accuſatorio ; nec truculentia aut vultus aut verborum ; ideo- 
que qui redarguit, ſpiritum afferat manſuetum ac placidim. And Bezs, ibid. 
Hii fere ſemper regadiſſims ſunt in alias cenſores, qui infirmitatis proprie prorſus 
ſunt immemores. And however they in venting judicially ſuch uaman- 
nerly as well as unchfiſtian Expreſſions, * did pleaſe themſelves for the 
time; yet would I haye them ſeriouſly to mind the after-reckoning, 

which 
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which even ſuch baſe Expreſſions lays them open unto in the righteous 


Judgment of God; for which in love to their immortal Souls 1adviſ: 
them toread and meditate upon. 


7. What is recorded at. 12. 36, 37. Pſal. 64. ', $, 9. and I 20, 4, 


Moller. in Pſal. 64.8. p. 530. ſays, Dens eos perdet & evertet ſubito, > #9 


itor fulmine, & quidem tunc cum ſecure ſibj inazxlſerint, & judicarent ſe ex- 
era periculum eſſe. His Words alſo, upo Pſal. 120. 4. p. 1204. are very 
notable to this'purpoſe : But l ed, s a known Saying even among 
Heathens, 4 5 x&%4 B5&My To BsAtvortymt XK gprign, Bur there is one Ex- 
preſſion which I cannot paſs, of a Youth, Mr. W. E. whom 1 have ſeen 
within theſe 20 Years in meaner Circumſtances than I ſhall mention : He 
riſing up ſays, I mind what Joſhua ſaid to that poor Creature Achan, Joſ.7. 
19. So ſay] toyou Sir, &c. O good Lord to what ap unparalle!'d height 
of preſumptous Arrogance, Pride, and monſttuous -Ingratitude is the 
Youth of. this Generation ariiv'd? I brought- in this.poor Creature 
upon his one earneſt requeſt, by his Letter from Edenb. Fan. 5. 93. was 
principal Inſtrument in ſztling him in a Maintenance of 1400 Marks 
per Annum, and more kept him grats in my Family (as I did ſundry 0- 
chers of little better ſtamp,) till he paſt his Tryals, did preach and pre- 
ceed in his Ordination , baye once and again eaſed him inthe weightielt 
Aﬀairs, which he had in hand ſince he entred upon the Miniſtry 3 lent 
him Money when he had little in his Pocket ; and yer ſuch a Novice, not 
three Years in the Miniſtry, to vent ſuch Language ? I ſhall only mind 
him of the common Szying, Si ingratum, omma dixeris * Or, as Ofor. in 
Parab. Sol. p. 809. p . 

8, Quid autem de illis dicend:1m eft furore, qui in alios etiam fſurenter in- 
wvehitur, quibus multu beneficits eſt obligatus ? hujus quid-m perfidia non erit in- 
ulta, Numen enim Divinum eſt ingratis acriter infenſum. Uitio Divina non ef- 
fugit eos qui pro beneficiie, malefata- rependunt, Florileg p. 1468. to render 
good for good ' is human, good for ill chriſtian, bur ill for good is de- 
yiliſh, Trap. in Gen. 39. p. 302. | 

9. More Moderate Expreſſions had been not only «more ſuteable a 
Church Judicatory, but argucd a great deal of more true. Wit and Policy 3 
as Hieron. Oſor, Sap.1. 1. p. 458. ſays well, Precipua inter homines ſapientis 
pars in Moderation? conſiſtie. While all other vainly gloried in Wiſdom 
is devilifſh, Jam. 3. 15. That is, ſays Lawrent. #2 loc. p. 231. Superba, in- 
vida, vana, faiſa, & mendax. | forbear their other illegal, unmannerly 
and impertinent Acts and Speeches till afterward. 


"CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 


I; Hen I appeared before them Sepe. 10. 96. Efound that inſtead 
of calling for, and hearing from me, what l had to ſay to the 
Double of the Libel ( and the Witneſſes therein mention'd ) delivered 
to me by their Clark, at their own Appointment 3 they had been under 
hand ſearching out, and prelling othcrs to tell Untruths againſt me ; and 
that they had preſently ſome judicially before them whom 1 never heard 
tell of, and them th:y were prelling upon Oath, to anſwer not to this 
or that Particular, but ſuper inquirendis, if eycr they knew, ſaw or 
heard cell of any MfCarr Be in me, cither towards themſelves or any 
clſe, ſince } came to. this Corner of the Kingdom, or before it : A prac- 
tice never heard tell of in the World, but in the Spaniſh Inquiſution,and in 
the late Circust Courts , which alſo is declared againſt by the Convention 
of Etates, April 11.89%. as an intolerable Grievance, and Oppreſſion of 
the Leidges, amongſt other things meriting the dethroning of King 
Tames; and ſo never tobe practiſed again in Scerland, April 13.89, See 
Atbs of the Convention, AF; 13.p. 16. and AF. 18 p. 20. Whereupon, 

2, Underſtanding, that as they had not regarded any Juſtice, or Legal 
Proceedure, in their preceeding Carriage, ſo l could expect none for the 
time to come, - Therefore when-ever 1 appeared before them 1 delivered 
viva voce (and thereafter in Writing) a ſecond Appeal unto the next 
R.S. with ſome Reaſons thereunto annexed, with Inſtrument- Money up- 
on the Presbitery-Table. 

3- The Reaſons added are as follow, AppeBatio eſt legitima judicis ſupe- 
riorts invecatio, ratione gravaminu llati aut inferendi, poteſtatem habentis, 
ſuſpendend; autoritatem, & nullificands ſententiam judicis inferiors, Sic ju- 
rifle, Tuſtin. vero apud Criſp. p. 873. Ajpcllatio eſt quarella ejus qui non adqui- 
 eſcit, ſententie judrcis minoris, And Juſtin, Pandett |. 41. tit. 18. Appela.. 
tionthus ac relationibus, veluts communi auxillio juvantur injuſte damnats, 

4. Walleus oper. tom. 2. part. 1, p.12. Si quis gravari ſe putat ad majus 
provacet Synedrion ejuſdem poteſt atis & nature, ſicut ex Dent. t7, & 2 Pavral, 
1 9. iam veteris Tefp. fuiſſe praxin, enucliavimus;, que etiam in onmibus bene 
ordinatia eccleſius, poſt Apoſtalorum, & noſtre reformationis tempora, ſemper 
locum babwuit. But, 

5. L-have juſt reaſon to ſay that I am injur'd ſince Avg. 11. I was ſuſ- 
pended, without Citation or Hearing ; and upon Avg. 26. they order'd 
a Paper to be read out againſt me in the Pulpitof X. without intimating 

the. 
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the ſame to me, althol was preſent at the P. that ſame day when it was 
paſt; and this day areproceeding to call and examine my Aecuſers upon 
Oath as if they were Lawfully adduced Witneſles. Contrary tothe Law 
of God, Det. 19,50. Aft.19.38, 39. and 23.30. 1 Tim, , ty, Cor- 
trary to the Acts.of Gen. Al. and conſtant Praftices of xhis Churci, 
Af. 43. Seſſ. 2. Overt. 1. Mah. of Proceed. &. 1. S. 5. N,24. And con- 
trary tothe Law of the Kingdom, AZ. g1. Parl. 11. Fam. 6, And con- 
trary to common Sence ; for if Accuſers ſhall be admitted to depone a- 
nent there owa Accuſations, eſpecially behind the Accuſed's Back,' or 
where and whea he is not admitted to be preſent, or when he hath ap- 
pealed from that Judicatory then who ſhall «be innocent ? * J 

6. Marlor. in Ai. 25.12. Non poteſt judex inferior nec deber, . appellants 
ad ſupervorem negare appellationem, Et Coadices Tuſtin, Comment, Dionyſ. 
L. 7, tit. 62, Þ. 654, Sciant cunts fibi ab injuriu; & ſuiſpettis judicibus prove- 
' Cationem eſſe conceſſam, imo ibid. p. 653, Judex apptllationem ad ſuperiorem . 
Judicem non recipiens damnum ſuſtinet litis, & preterea Jrecemlibris aurs mulc- 
tetur; Novel 127.c. 3. By allwhich the World may fee, 

7. How unjuſtly the P. of D. refuſzd to read or admit my” Appeal from 
them, Aug. 26. and that notwithſtanding of my ſecond Appeal Sepr.1o. 
they went on in thcirunhallowed, and -illegal Proceſs -againſt me, till 
the very day of the Synod 3 the injultice whereofwwill further appear, 
by.conlidering, - that to proceed in any Cauſe, after an Appeal, is Ty- 
ranically to evacu2te the uſe of Appeals, and to take away that lawful 
mean. of defence irom Injuſtice, which God hath eſtabliſht'borh in the 
Churchand State, and Laws of Nations do allow, Neither, 

8. Can the Judicatory from whom the Appeal is made be*Judz, whe- 
ther it be done on juſt Grounds or not.; they*thereby becoming a Parry 
Nay Fuſtin. apud Criſp. p. 874. Appellatio reſcindit judicatum, ſroe re- 
 cepta fit, ſove non. HW Sb hg; 

9. Their-rejeting of my Appeal, 13 the more unjuſt becauſe of the 
reaſon therein, alledged, viz. bzcauſe not given in withinWndays after 
the Sentence, according to the late AIM For, 1. Thelate Af. 25 alſo 
that,. 42. 1643, Seſſ. 2. Overr. 5, and Lf. 48. Sf. 38: ſpraks'only'of 
Appeals ratione injuries illare. Without 19 much-as ohce mentioning the 
.. time wherein Appeals, rat:one injurie tnferende aut 1 atdone  utrinſqite ſimul 

(ſachas mine is) ſhould be given in. © 2. Theſe AR ſprak only of Ap- 

peals from- Sentences pilt againſt Perſons legally Cited avd* fully theard 
. i;Judicially in ſam cauſam, As is plain, Afſemb. 1643. Sf. 2,**Overr. r, 
t';Neither;- 3-- was there ever a Law or Act lij/iting. the time wherein Sen- 
*/ 1: b6nces palt againlt Perſons angel ſhould be appealed from: for- the' Su- 
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pream Judicatories of this- Nation never once dreamed that any inferior 
- Fadicatory would ever be.ſo mad. But, 4. There was no Sentence in- 
timated to me till Awg. 16. and | gave'in my Appeal Arg. 26. twodays 
within the time limited by the forementioned Allembly, which is exaCt- 
ly ten intire days, die 4 quo, & ad quem excluſis, 5. 1 had given in my Ap- 
peal Arg. 16. to the Moderator, bad he had the Patience-or Manners 
to have heard or received the ſame, 6. Tho the giving in of Appeals 
be ſometimes limited alſo to ten days 4 revocatione ſententie, anditur ta- 
men apud Gallos appellans, poſt decem, imo poſt viginti annos, Fult.Inſt.Com, 
Dionyſ. lib. 7. tit. 62. p, 65'. Nov. 23. 6.1. And I hope theP.of D. 
will not ſcruple toallow part of that cime to the Opprelled, to rectify 
Injuries done then ;, which the French Law grants in the like caſe to any 
Perion. 

10. Conc, Nicen. Conc, tom. 1. Þ. 299. ſays, Unicuique conceſſum eſt, $i 
judicio off enſue fuerit agnitorum ad concilia ſue proevincie, vel etzam ad univer- 
ſale provacare Corcilinm, Which is alſo enated by the 224 Can, Conc. 
Milev. «hid, And the Council of Sardinia, appoint:d Appealsto be made 
by any Perſon who <lither feared or apprehended Leſion, by the Sentence 
of an inferior Judicatory ; and diſcharged Biſhops to think this deroga- 
tory to their Authority. See-Darh, on'Scand. part. 4. p. 545. See alſo 
the Common Law, Pandett. lib. 49. tit. 18. Theſe and ſome other Qno- 
tations being delivered upon the Presbytery-Table ; I retired. 

11. Yet they proceed ; ſend their Familiars through all Houſes, and 
Perſons, where | uſed to be upon any Buſineſs; ſend Menacing Letters 
to others, ſome whereof | have ſeen; and preſs Man and Women, to 
declare upon Oath whatever Evil they either ever heard, or any manner 
of way knew that [| had been charged with, in Word or Deed, truly or 
falſly: I abhor to narrate the Queſtions which taey propoſed to fome who 
compeared before them, as if they had not been a Proteſtant Judicatory, 
but altogether one Popsſh Prieſt, examining a poor Creature, under pain 
of Abſolution upon Auricazar Confeſſion, or as if they had read the Jeſu- 
its Morals, A Capite ad Calcem, or bad gotten all 
Directions to a Confellor by Heart. And if any Perſon did inſtead of 
telling Lies, ſpeak to my Commendation, as all { but notoriouſly ſcan- 
dalousPerſons)truly did,they are inſtantly menaced and ſeverely rebuked 
as if they could not be Friends to the Goſpel and Miniſtry in the Corner, 
unleſs they would ſpeak and ſwear horrid Lies againſt me ; and 7all this 
to juſtify, or rather ſhamefully and ſinfully to palliate the Injuſtice of 
their preceeding Prattices agaiaſt me. Which, | 


E 12, Brings 
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12, Brings to my Mind what Ser. de Clem. c. 13. fays, Hoc inter caters 
vel peſſimum habet crudelitas ;, quod in ea oft perſeverandum, neque ad meliors * 
patet receſſus, ſed ſcelera ſceleribus ſunt tuendsa, A very nuſeable Trade of 
Life for any,and much more for them who pretend to be Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, to be in a manner neceſſitate either with Shame and Diſgrace 
to confeſs their paſt Injuſtice, or defend the fame with worſe Additionals 
of the ſame Nature. Quid eo infalicixy cus jam efſe malus eft necefſe. Senec. 
sbid. & Calv, Comment, in loc, p. 47. Hee illorum mos eft., qui cum defendere 
admiſſa non poſſunt flagitia, de novis ſceleribus remedia querunt. I can repre- 
ſent their preſent Carriage no batter, than 

13. In the Words of tamous Mr. Dickson, in Pſal. 64.p. 80. No Inne- 
cency or [utegrity of Life can be a guard ſuſſicient againſt a Calumniators 
Tongue, who. ſeeks how be may overt ake a Mans Perſon, after he bath killed bis 
good Name and Canſe, with bitter Aſperſions ;, yea Satan ſo blindeth ſuch that 
they never look, to God as the Avenger as well as Witneſs of ſuch Plots They 
ſearch up former Slanders, evaniſhed by their Falſhood, to waken them again, 
yea they ſearch Hell it ſelf, rofind out Miſchief againſt the Upright, Might 
they not thought it ſufficient that they had vizs & modi, given Life and 
Wings to this vile Slander of Adultery againſt me, but they muſt do 
their utmoſt to raiſe other Slanders ? Bur, 

14+ Their Conſciences told them that I had by my moſt ſalemn and 
ſubſcribed Oath pat in juſtice,a Bar to,and'and rais'd a ſufficient Defence 
againſt, all ſach Helliſh Accuſations: And therefore, there overflowing 
boundleſs,as well as ever immerited Malice muſt invent a new Channel for 
it ſelf. "Which while they cannot find Encouragement to from any ere 
knowing or credible Perſon, they take -up with, and incourage spſius 
terre faces ;, yea Perſons by themſelves judicially rebuked, and imprifon- 
Fo _ 5g they found ſufficient Caution to ſatisfy for there vileſt of 'Scan- | 


Iy- This there way is well expreſſed by- that of theic Predeceſſors, 
in the like Wickedncſs, P/al.64. See Moler.sbsd.p. 503.0 ſor. ibid. p. 2.98. 
Pariſ. deMor. c. 11. Calls Men of ſuch PraCtices, Caninos Diabols dentes. 
Bern.l.2.de Confid.ad Eng. Detrahere aut detrabentem audire, horum quid dam- 
nabilur, non facile dixerim, And famous Dav. i#Col, 3.8. p. 296. tells 
the World, that they who teli, and they who take pleaſure to hear Re- 
proaches and Untruths of their Neighbours, both of them have a De- 
vil, the one in the Tongye, the other-in the Ear. And tterefore adds 
Oporter igitur hominem pinks aver ſari & increpare detreftatores, atque fratrem 
laceratum, ab illorum vindicare morſious. What would this great Man faid 
of my R. B, who prefs'd, and many ways encourag'd impious Perſons to 

reproach, 


— 
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reproach, and rebuked them who out of Conſcience ſpeak to my Com- 
mendation ?. I can name more than forty Perſons thus treated by 


them. But y 

16. Even Heathens have abhorred ſuch ways; and therefore Thucydes 
ſaid, A wiſe Man will neither ſp:ak a Calumny ag ainft others, nor emertain 
them who did ether ſpeak, or contentedly hear the ſame. 


CHAP. VIL 


1, T HO 1 was not, and could not any fnrther appear before, having 
ſimpliciter, appealed from them to the R. S. .yer finding, that 
they intended, againſt all Law and Juſtice, to lead Witneſſs againſt me 
Sept, 24. 96. | ſent in to tbem the following Letter, bearing the Title 
of Reaſons why the Libel and Witneſſes therein mentioned ſhould not be admit- 
ted againſt me, either before the P.or S. of D, 1. There is no mention 
either of Time or Place, when or where, the alledged Scandals where 
committed, and much leſs 2 or 3 Witneſſes mentioned for proving of e- 
very particular.. Yet, 2. Sundry of them | admitted, (all which folemn- 
ly declared my Innocence) others of them 1 objz&ed againſt as notori- 
ouſly ſcandalous and malicious againſt me, and inſerted the Names of 
Witnelles to prove both againſt every one of them. As coming in on 
their own accord without Citation, having never ſpoken to me in pri- 
vate 3 and others preſſed upon Oath, ſuper :2quirends, ro accuſe me : and 
ſo the whole ſhould be rejefted, ſince no Witneſſes are to be admitted 
againſt any, but ſuch as are duly and orderly cited, Meth. of Proceed. c. 2. 
« F, #. 23- 
: 4 Palan. Synt. Theol. |, 10. c. 39. p. 2178. fays, Ad teftimonium dicen- 
dum ultro ac non vocatum ſeſe ingerere, merito improbatur, qui enim ſponte 
ad teſt;monium perhibendum ruunt, wiarri plerumaque ſolent, non veritatem re- 
rum, ſed volunt atem & affettum, ſus anin perſequi aut quod ſubornati ſunt. 

3. Falſi ſunt teftes, non ſolum, qui de nibilo conflatum proferunt mendacium, 
fed & etiam, qui calumnioſe rette difta, aut fatts pervertunt, & ad crimen 
detorquent, Calv. in Mat. 26.61, But then, 

4. Rav. Bib.S. part. 1.p.21. Nefas erat olim ſervis ſnos accuſare dominos, 
And its juſtly accounted great [njuſtice-in David, to hear Z:ba's Accuſa- 
tion againſt Mephiboſheth, See Foſeph. Ant. 1. 2, c. 19. Tac. 1.2. and 
Halicarnafſ. Ant. 1.2. imo uſt. Inft Dyenif. Cod. 1,4. tit, 20. p, 280. Servus 
pro Domino ; ſicut — enum un foro unerrogari ne admittitor ſicut nec minus 
homins teſfiimomun. hich is alſo the practiſe of all Judicatories, who 
deſerye that name. By all which, E 2 5- The 


- 
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5. This R. P. may ſee that ſuch Perſons can be no Witneſſes againſt 
me ; and yet | hear that they, and others alſo, are Cited to Wirneſs a- 
gainſt me ro Morrow : which I do not underſtand, ſince that I have up- 
On t00- Weighty Reaſons appealed ſimpliciter, unto the R.S.- However 
I deſire, that there Names, &c. may be ſent to me by the Clark, with 
an Extratt of the whole Proceſs, that may be io greater readineſs tos 
anſwer for my (clf, before the R. S. &c. | 

6. This Letter they got, yet proceed with great violence to preſs 
and examine ſundry upon Oath againſt me, but were fearfully diſap- 
Pointed to their great grief, which they ſtood not openly to expreſs to 
their own inexpreſlible Shame. For whatever they think, yet Raiſcrs 
Spreaders, and Enconragers, much more Preſlers of others,to vent Lies a- 
gainſt their Neighbours, are in a very dangerous condition, F/al. 15. 3. 
and 52. 1,2, 3. Reproachers of Miniſters were by the Jews Excommuni- 
cate, Aron's Rod Bloſſ. |. 1. c.4. p.43. and ſo ſhould they in Scotland, 
Aſſemb. 1642. St]. 13. p. 153. and not be abſcl. ed therefore, or delayed 
from Puniſhment and ordinary Cenſure, for there other notour Scanda!s, 
and Vilanies; as the P. of D. have doneto A.C. W.C, and E.D. for 
their vile landering of me. 

7, Moller. in Pſal. 153. ſays, Boni:, famam proximi eſſe integram cnpiunt, 
'& abſen # defendunt, non prebent aures calunniatoribus, non ferunt obt»&t ato- 
res, See his excell:nt Diſcourſe on P/al. 52. p.,445. and Ofor. & Dickson 
sbid. Nay this way of preſſing Perſons to accuſe, and then to ſwear to 
the truth of their own Accuſations egainſt any Man, and much more 
againſt a Miniiter.1s directly covtrare tothe Law of the Kingdom Att. 13, 
Parl. 10. Jam. 6. An. 1585. To the Claim of Right, C&c. formerly 
cited. Scealſo Napth. p. 215. And contrare to the Laws of England, 
Stat. 12. Car. 2. cap.12. wherein Biſhops, &c. are diſcharged from ur- -. 
ging any Perſon to ſwear or make preſentment of any Offence, where- 
by they themſelves may be liable alſo to Cenſure or Penalty. And the 
Oath ſuper inquirends, is eiven as one of the reaſons why the High-Com- 
miſſion was difcharged by the Parliament, Car. 1. An. 41. Engliſh Laber- 
ties p. 170. This if the way to ruin both Church and State 3 for no Man 
can be ſure of any thing, if baſe and malicious Men, bis open Enemies, 
ſhall be allowed, yea prelled to accuſe him, and then'theis own Oath taken 
for ſufficient Evidence of the truth of this Accuſation, Pro. 21. 19. and 
25. 24. Fam, 3.6, 7, 8, See Laurent. in Jac. p. 222, David would not 
encourag”, but cut off, Slanderers, P/al. 109. 5. Ainſ. in loc. ſays, The 
Slanderer wornas his own Soul, the reproached,. and the Hearer. 

8. Thurizs baniſh's ſuch out of: bis:[Dominions, .as wounders.of the 

: 1% IT -" p -14.;6 preſent 
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preſent and abſent, living and dead. See alſo Juſtin. Inſt. 1 4. c. 4. Carſ. 
11, 9.1, & Canſ.6.q. t. Imo vidnus Calumniatoru nunquam rette ſanari po- 
teſt, Mol, in Pſal.p.599. Nulla fuit elim in Calumniatorem conſtituta pana, quod 
nulla viſa tft ſatis gravis, &c, Paſchal. eAth. L. 24. 

0. Hiſtorians talk of it as an intolerable Wickedneſs in Yitellins and 
Domitian, that they did incourage Dilators,* which brought fearful Ty- 
ranny'and Cruelty upon many good People, and haitncd their own fa- 
tah Overthrow ; while its recorded, to the perpetual Praiſe of Pivs 
Antonins, that if any accuſed another of what he could not prove, Suffi- 
center teſlibua fidelibus, eundem ille capitals aſſecit pena, VYeſpaſian and 
Titus, did loath Tale-bearers and Reproachers of their Neigh- 
bours, as Wretches publico deſtinatos exitio;, cauſed them _to be ſcourged 
to Death, and their dead Bodies to be drag'd through the Amphitheater 
to be a Spectacle to others. Vid. Lucian, de Calum. l, to, Pechan, de De* 
lat. l. 28. Eraſm. oper. tom. 9. Ofer.in Parab. Solomp.g13. Moller, in 
P/al. p. 1203. 

10. K. Fam. 6, in his Speech to the Parliament of Eng. An. 1609. 
Aſſerts, That a King degeneratesinto a Tyrant when he leaves off to 
rule by Law 3 much more when he invades his Subjects Rights 2nd Li- 
berties and ſets up an Arbitrary Power. And in his Specch tothe 
ſame Parl. Ar. 1619. ſays, For a Kinz to claim a Power over his Sub- 
jets, not founding ir ſelf by Laws, i; Tyranny accompanied with Per- 
jury. What ſhalll then ſay of this way of the P. of D. with me, which 
is not only not founded upon, but dircaly contrare to the Law of God 
and Man, Heathen and Chriſtian, as well as contrare to our known 
Principles and ordinary Practiſe ? 

11. And contrare to common Law and Juſtice ; which ſays, Faſtin, 
Cod. /. 4. tit.20. p.278. Com, Dyoniſ. Omnibus in re propria dicends teſtymo- 
nium facultatem ; jura ſubmovent, & ibid, |, 17, t. 60 p. 650: Appellatione 
interpoſita, licet a judice inferiore, repudiata in eo ſtatu omnia eſſe & remane- 
re, quo pronunciata eſt ſepiſſime, eſt conſtitutum. And contrare to the con= 
ſtant Method of Proceed in the Church of Scotland, c, 1. /[. 5. n. 20. 
which requires that no Witneſlles be examined or ſworn in the abſence 
of the Party (tho he hath not Appealed) till after he be thrice Lawful- 
ly Cited. And fo they and their falſe Witneſſes will be liable to all the 
-puniſhment which [ had deſeryed, had it been true which they have 
ſworn, according to Dewt. 19. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21. Main, de Teft. c. 
18. /- 1,2, 3- 

4 Falſe Witneſſes, and they who induce them thereunto, are to be 
puniſhed with Preſcription of Goods, banitment for ever, Diſmember- 
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ing, or piercing through of their Tongues with an Iron, A. 22. Parl, 5 
of O. Mary. AR. 80. Parl.6. Jam. 6. An. 1540. Att, 9, Parl. 1. Fan. 
6. An. 1567. and never to brook Honour or Dignity. Which was to 
be publiſht through all the Cities of Iſrael, Maim. de Teft. c. 18. /[, 17. See 
alſo Af. 49. Parl. 11. Jam.6. An. 1587. And Meth. of Proceed, c, 2. [. 5, 
n. 22. 

15. If the way of this P. be followed, no Accuſer ſhall ever fail, in 
Probation, even of the groſleſt Lies ; ſince the Devil wha'ats them to 

# accuſe, will alſo a&t them to ſwear that their Accuſation is true, that they 
may eſhun the Puniſhment which falſe Accuſation merits. But this is a 
new Mode of Probation, never kuown in the World till D. P, ignorant- 
ly brought it forth. x 

14. AsServants were not admitted to Witneſs againſt their Maſters, 
amongſt the Romans; ſo if a Servant had witneſſed falſly againſt any 
other Man, he was put to Death. But if a Free-man was found to be a 
falſe Witneſs, he was baniſh'd and his Goods confiſcate, Juſt. Inft. apod 
Criſp. l. 4. t. 18. p.445%. And according to the 12. Tab. jbid. p. 469, 
Si quis falſum dixerit teftimoniumy e ſaxo Tarpeio dejicitor. See more in the 
ſame Inſt. Com. Dyons/. l. 44. 20.p. 286, & 287. 

15. Greg. Agrigent. being by the Inſtigation of Sabinus and Creſcentin, 
accuſed before a Synod of 150 Fathers in Rome, and 110 Witneſles being 
adduced againſt him he crys out, as | ſo may juſtly do, Falſe Witneſ- 
ſes roſe to my Charge, &c. And within a ſhort time thereafter, the 
Whore confelles her being hired by the two; for which ſhe and they both 
are remarkably in end plagued of God. See Cory, a, Lap.in Dent. 19 18,19. 
p. 958. E.D. needs not confeſs, that ſhe is hired by Mr. Y. and Mr. P. 
to ſander me, for the whole Country knows ſhe is this twelve Months 
maintained in Bed and Board, with her Brat, for no other Cauſe. See 
Moller. in Pſal. p.1204. & 910. 

16. The Biſhop cf Mentz. is by falſe Accuſation depoſed at the Inſti- | 
eation of one Arnold, whom this Biſhop had ſent to Apologize for. bim 
at Rome : The good old Man appeals to the Tribunal of the Lord Jeſus 
expeQting no redreſs from any Judicatory vpon Earth. The two Car- 
dinals who depoſe him, ſaid mockingly, Go ye and we'll folow. The good 
Man dies, they mocking ſay, Now we muſt follow ;, and fo they did pre- 
ſently : the firſt voiding bis Bowels in the Jakes, which when the other 
heard, he chewed bis own Fingers and therewith choaked himſelf. And 
Arnold, who by them was made Bitbop of Meniz, is inſtantly lain by 
the People, Perry's Fiff: Cent. 1200, p. 360, 


17; Corn, 


a 


the ſame. 
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17. Corn. 4a Lapid. in Pentateuch. 468, Dicumt & rette Hebrei, onmis 

gui maligne traducit aliquem, & quicunque recipit dilatorem, omniſque qui 

falſum contra proximum, dicit teſtimonium ;, dignus eſt ut canibus projiciatur. 

And ibid p. 469. Cui nonfideres ſols, es nihilo magis pdendum in turba ſimili- 
un, nec enim quam multi ſunt, ſed quam graves conſider andum, 


CHAP. VII. 


vootdg 
I. Hen I appeared before the Committee of the S. of D. Ofob. 
13.96. | told the Moderator that | was moſt unjuſtly treated 
by theP. of D. for redreſs of which Injurfes, 1 bad appealed to this 
R.S. and what [| had to ſay was in Writing, and what I had written | 
would juſtify, and make evident, before the World : and thereupon 
produced my two forementioned Appeals, and a Bill againſt ſome of my 
per ceo Accuſers, with the Names of Witnelles to prove every parti- 
cular. 
2. Theſe Papers being all publickly read in the Committee, did not a 
little confound ſome of my malicious Accuſers and Perſuers, who had 
wickedly fpread it over Town and Conntrey, that | was gone to Ireland, 
or atleaſt that 1 would not appear before the Synod. 

3- When the P. of D. and | app:ared, before the R. S. they began 
to-read their Minutes ; but | ſtood up and proteſted, that they might 
not be read, unleſs they would undertake to prove all therein narrated 
to be Truth, by legal Wirneſles, according to the Word of Gad, 1 Tm. 
3.19. asl had nndertaken to prove whatever | had ſaid againſt them , 
otherwiſe I cannot but look upon their whole Minutes, as Slanderovs 
Libels, unworthy the Time and Audience of ſo R. an Aſſembly, yea me- 
riting that their Authors and Propoſers ſhonld be publickly rebuked for 
They refuſed to prove the Truth of their Minutes, yet are 
they allowed to be read, and after reading | roſe up and avowed, that 
therein were contajend many groſs Untruths ; and that they are not on- 
ly illegal in Procedure, but manck in many things which tend to clear 
my [nnocency, and their illegal and malicious treatment of me. Hear, 
ſaid Mr, P. how be accuſes our Regiſter? | anſwer'd, Moderator, what | 
have ſaid of their Minutes is certaigly true, and I deſire that the Clark 
may mark it; for hear [| undertake to prove' what | have faid on my 
higheſt Peril; and therefore proteſt that no credit be given unto theſe 
Minutes by this R. S. but that they be looked _ falſe, fabulus, and 

e 


ſcandalous. F, P.of Kinharvie riſes up, and es that heand 5 or 6 
moe 
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moe honeſt Men, as Eye and Ear Witneſſes, would depone, that what 
the P. of D. had enduced N. S. to ſwear, Otob. 12.96. was a groſs Un- 
truth. Then did they begin to fpeak. as they uſed to do in their 
own P. -Wherevupon, 

4. 1 faid, Moderator, I cannot anſwer all the Brethren of D. P. to- 
gether ; if one of them would ſpeak at once, and this One write what he 
ſays, in my humble Opinion, it would ſooner bring this R.S. to ſome 
light, in the whole Aﬀair. This is preſently yiclded unto; and ſo at the 
next Sederunt Mr.P. in the name of the reſt, gives in the following Paper. 


REASONS Humbly offered to the Committee of the preſeut 
Synod, or to the Synod it ſelf, why Mr. C's two pretended 
Appeals cannot be heard, in prejudice of the P. of D. 


6 S for his former of the Appeals. 1. Conform to the AR of the 
" late Aſſembly (which we deſire may be read) Mr. C. was obli- 
« ped to give in his Appeal to the Clark, (tho the Judicatory was np) 
« and the Reaſons to the Moderator ten days thereafter ; which he did 
« not, altho he mizht eaſily have done it, being advertiſed 14 days before 
« his alledged Appeal, by a Letter from the Moderator in name of the 
« P. that he was ſuſpended. 2. He aCtually dia lift up and paſs from the 
« Appeal. Ergo, It cannot be ſuſtain'd. As for the 2d Appeal, wherein 
&* he appeals from us ſwmpliciter, as to the Proceſs againſt him, it was gi- 
« yenin 12 daysaſter the publick Intimation of his Suſpenſion de novs. 
« 2. Notwithſtanding that he appezled from us ſimpliciter, we have his 
© Letter, after that owning and acknowledging us, with reference to his 
« alledged Scandals : which is a real paſling from his Appeal. Theſe 
are the very Words of his Paper. 


I refuſed Extempore to anſwer tlns elaborate Schedule, and having ob- 
tain'd an hours time, I returned an Anſwer in Writing, proteſting 
for liberty to add, alluring the R. S. that its Title might be 4ulzum 
& magnum in paruvo; or Reaſons ignorantly propoſed tothe R, $. why Mr. C's 
real Appeals ſhould be admitted to. bis Vindication, and publick cenſuring of 
tbe P. of D. Since, 1. The Definition of one Appeal, properly ſo cal- 
ted agrees to. both. 2. I hope it will be no Prejudice to the P. of D. 
that a debate betwixt them and me be Ssmpliciter decided by this R. S. 
All Men of common Sence juſtly ſuſpe& them,” who will not liſten to an 
indifferent Judg, ſuch as the R. S. isbetwixt them and me;. to 5 

ter 
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Determination (after full hearing) I reſolve intirely to refer whit is be- 
twixt meand theR. P. of D. Bat,”3, The word Moderator, (io often 
made uſe of by bimſelf, who as | think, hatb both the onus &* bones, of 
being the Author and Scribe of thoſe Learned Reaſons) wovuldinſtantly, 
like a fearſul Hobgoblin, or ſome Conjuring Spell, ſtop my farther pro» 
ccdare, were it not that 1 have long ſince, ſome experience of the 
Strength, Wit, and Learning of the Man, who for preſent is adorned 
with that Reverend Title. 4. The late Aſſembly will not, tho the R& 
P. of -D. in their way with me do, claſh with, or contradict, the Aſſem+ 
blies 43. and 4. both which allow no Man to be ſentenced, till he be 
legally cited and fully heard. My firſt Appeal was given in, Aug. 26. 
while Sentence was only intimate to me Aug. 16, two days within the 
time limited by theſe Aſſembles. And as for Advertiſing Miniſters or 
any elſe of Sentences paſt againſt them «ncited, and wnveard, by the 
Moderator's Letter z this is a new Nack in Diſcipline, the Grandure 
of whoſe Conception and Obſtetrication, is allenerly due to the R. P. of 
D. for before their days never Judicatory had the Skill and Art of bring- 
ing ſuch a Monſter to light. And, 


5. What weight is to be laid upon the time of the delivery of the Mo« - 


derator's Letter, the Moderator may eaſily judg ſince the Moderator 
himſelf knows, thar the Moderator Letter to me, Faly 24 came not to 
my hands tiil Aug. 20. But, 5. I lifted up my Paper Aus 26. know- 
iog that I might Appeal vive voce, according to the late Aſſembly. And 
Juſt. Int. Com. Dyoni|. lib. 7. tit. 62.p. 652. And thereafter deliver both 
my Appeal, and the Reaſons thereoi to the Moderator, &c. if 1 found 
it neceſſary : for I never yet paſt from that Appeal, much leſs from the 
Reaſons therein mentioned, as appears to this R. S.by my inſiſting upon 
both, with ſuch Argumeats as are not, and I think never will be anſwer- 
ed bythePof D. And ſol ſay his Antecedemt is a manifeſt Vatruth, and 
his Ergo, a ridiculous Non ſequitzry but he muſt be excuſed for uſing ſuch 
Enthymems, wh cannot tell what a Catagotick Sylogiſm i1 proma, ſecan- 
da, aut tertia figura means. 6. | lifted up my Paper, that | might let 
them ſee that 1 would not ſhun to anſwer any thing which they had to 
ſay, provided they would regardtherein the Word of God, ar common 
Rutes of Qiſciplige. - Then | was defirqus to hear their utmoſt, knowing 
that thus 1 would have greater ground to fortify «ny own Cauſe, - and 
to jaltify my Appeal at next P. before thz RS. But, 

6, What's ſaid of my ſecond Appeal is of apiece with the reſt, whol- 
ly infilting upon Appeals 74tione 5njurie-illate without any regard to theſe, - 
rations injurie tiferende, amt ratione utrinſque ſimul, Anent which the R. 
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P. of D. have as yet brought no Att of a General Aſſembly. But its 
ſaid that my Appeal Sepr.1o. was given in 1 2 days afcer the publick [nti- 


mation of the Suſpenlion de novo. Tothis | would fay 4 few things 


ſhortly. And therefore, 

1. 1did Appeal upon that day not only becauſe of the unjuſt Sentences 
already paſt, and as ridiculouſly intimate, but alſo becanſe of the preſent 
illegal Proceedure of the P. of D. there nor calling for what | had to 
ſay againſt the Libel, and Witnelles, given we for that end by the Clark, 
Avg. 26. and their preſent Calling and Examining of ſundry others, 
without calling me, tho at the Door; Contrare to Meth. of Proceed. c. x. 
f. 5- #. 24,26, 17, 18, 20. betwixt whichand my Appeal there was not 
12 Minutes, much leſs 12 Days. 2. Why this publick intimartion in the 
Kirk of X. and not ro my ſelf, who was preſent whi.e it was paſt, 
Aug. 26. as appears by their own Minutes. 3. This new Method of in- 
rimating of Sentences, prima inſt antia, in a Kirk ten Miles off, and three 
Days after its paſt, when the Perſon ſentenced is judiciaily preſent, is 
ſecond Brother to the former way of advertiſing by the Moderator's 
Letter ; and cannot but after the laudible Example of his firſt and eldeſt 
Brother of that kind, 2uoad torum ſuum efſe, cclebrate the Fame of its 
firſt and Sole Progenitors the R. P. of D. 4. I heard tell indeed that Mr, 
L. did read out a Paper in my Palpir, Sepe. 29. (whereof both he and 


the P. of D. are aſhamed, ſince no Intreaties can prevail with them, 


now to ſhew the ſame to the R. S.) But | never heard tell of a ſecond 

Suſpenſion, till I read it this day in Mr. Ps Schedule, But I muſt ſay, 
7. Its a new Story indeed to ſpeak of a Suſpenſion de nov: in the ſame 

Proceſs, and doth moſt convincingly demonſtrare Conſcience of Guilt, 


in the firſt management; like a Border-marriage, which muſt of neceſ- 


ſity be reiterate, elſe the firſt ſignifies nothing in Law ; yer- the Perſon 


ſo miſcarryinz mult be firſt publickly cenſured for their Maleverſation, 


which if this R. S. think fit to do with the R. P. of D; and therather 
becauſe guilty of a ſhameleſs Relapſe in the fame Sin, I am ſatisfied that 
the ſaid R.S. ſuſpend me the third time; Ay and while 1 folly ſatisfy them 
and all the World, for whatever any Perfon can juſtly lay to my charge. 

$. And as for the Letter ſpoken of by the Moderator, I defire the 
Moderator may produce it, that it may ſpeak for it ſelf : which being 
accordingly done, the whole Synod did obſerve that the Moderator had 


both ſpoken and written a groſs Untruth. Let the World judg what 


Lies this Man would ſtopat, in his ignorant, malicious private Tattle, 

when he ſtands not in his deliberate, and elaborate Scribble, to deliver 

ſuch manifeſt Falſhoods. He may well quarrel with my Words and Pn 
whic 


'_ RRC. f,. ACT 


& inter Evangelicos hatteniu inandite. © 43 


which cannot return to juſtify themſelves, when he hath the Impudence 
ſo openly to bely my Writings, which are 5 recent, with himſelf and 
others, t9 vindicate themſelves, and tobe ſtanding Evidences, Quam 
prefritte, ille ſit fromw., Here, 

g. I cannot but mind the O!d Saying, Mendaces oportet eſſe memorer, 
Oſor. Tom. 3. in Parab. Soll, p. 913. Calumnia bonis iqnominiam, IF: 

Santtiſſimus maledicentie ſrelus mpunitum minime relinquet. Al 

amongſt all the ways whereby God puniſheth Reproachers, none more 
remar kable than that, whereby in his Soveraignity, He makes there own 
Tongues to fall upon themſelves, Pſal. 64.7, 8. See Mollar, in loc. Pp. 531. 

10. Perceiving that Mr.C.of Ki was preſent without any Commillion 
from theS. of W. I proteſted againſt his ſitting, or giving either delibe- 
rative or deciſive voice in my Affair, this being contrare to Af. 38. p. 56, 
57. TheP.of D. fearing that they ſhould be pur out at this S. brou-ht 
this young Man, whom they knew to be of a voluble Tongybe, to Agedt 
cheir Cauſe, which by many tedious Harangues, he laboured infolently to 
do, of which, and his Prior and Poſterior Atts of Injuſtice and Malice 
I had now ſaid more, but that a Holy God hath ſince ſq fully pleaded my 
Cauſe in the ſight of the World againſt him. | 

11. TheP. of D. and [ being called in, the Moderator of the S. doth 
declare that the P. of D. were judged highly cenſurabte for their Injuſtice 
towards me, by this R. $. Nemine contradicente ;, and were accordingly 
next Day once and again Synodically rebuked. Er fic vitoriam in iÞ[a 
vidoria precipitante ſua perdiderunt inſolentia. As was Wallerimu diſh - 
pointed (tho nor ſo juſtly) of his bloody Deſigns againſt Flavinus, Yet 
doth the ſame R.S. by Plurality of Votes admit this P. to judg in my 
Canſez Decemb. 15. 96. which I ſupplicate and proteſted againſt as moſt 
unreaſonable and unjuſt, but to no purpoſe : The R. S. not conſidering, 
quod non puder eſt ad meliora tranſire, as ſays Amb. and Lucian. Preftat 
recurrere quam male currere. Superba eſt (tultitia quicquid ſemel dixi aut feci 
ratum fixumq; ſit, Senec. I deſired alſo that my Bill againſt my Accuſers 
might be read. And that I might be allowed a full Extra of my Pro. 
ceſs before the P. of D. as well as of this preſent S. &c. But could not 
be heard in any of theſe Requeſts, . 
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CHAP. EK 


© 5 T HE P. of D. finding that none of the malicionſly, or violent- 


ly extorted Accuſations, or illegally taken Depaſitions againſt 

me 3 would do any thing for effetuating their baſe Delizns: they re- 
ſolyed to 1ee what another Spaniſh Inquſecion, at K, might do. And on 
Nov.'28. 96. I geta Letter that there was a /:ſiration appointed, at this 
Kirk, Decemh. 1. without publick intimation that all concerned might be 
prefent : contrare to Meth. of Proceed.c. 3. f 5. n. 34. and accordingly 
come, tho they knew that my Wife was in h:r laſt Month, cauſe the 
t go that they deſigned violently to thruſt her, &c. out of the 
Manſe, not conſidering that thereby they ſhould expoſe their Goods to 
Conkſcation, and their Necks tothe Gallows, according to A:t.27. Par. 
11. Jami. 6, Als 7. Par.1.Ch.t. Att, 19. Par. 1.Ch.3. AR. 5, Par. 2. 
Ch. 2. and A, 4. Par. 2. Se. 2. Ch. 2. Mr.V. preaches; and, 
2. Begins his Work with a notorious Lye, telling that they were 
come there at the iavitation of the Pariſh, while not one of the Antient 
Heretors, Inhabitants, or Elders, knew any thing thereof, They re- 
fuſed me acceſs to appear before them with my Accuſers, whom they 
preſſed upon Oath to reproach me, and r.buked others who ſpoke to 
my Commendation ; like to that impious Party ſpoken of, by Ameſ. 
Med. |. 2.c. 17. Imponunt, augent, Fe, Their Clark wrote down all, in 


| blackeſt Charaters, they and all others in the Pariſh are preſſed to ſub- 


ſcribe the ſaid Libel, tho never once read unto, or by them. Refuſers and 
Abſenters ſeverely Menaced by the R. P. and Arbig. Their Dinner 
prepared in 4 notorious Sheep-Thief bis Houſe, W.C. This their way 1s 
dire(tly contrare to Meth. of Proceed. c. 3. ſ.5. n. 14, 16, 17. And & 
1. f, 5.1.24 26. and contrareto AF. 23. 25. and 24 2. and 25. 16. It 
being even to Heathen Jucges altogether unjuſt, to hear Paul's Accuſers, 
he not being citcd, or abſenr. See Calv. Bez. ard Bren, in los. Con- 
trarealſo, to Att. 19. Par. 11. Fam. 6. 

3. The Firſt and Lamentable Conſequent of this Work is, my 
Godly Wife, that ſame day takes her Pains, and is with —— 
peril of her Life, twenty or thirty Days before her Time, brought 
to Bed of a Dead Child. Neither ever ſince hath ſhe been able to- 
come out of Bed one day of twenty. But H's. Proceſs was delay'd 


by 
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by this R. P. for twelve Months, when his Lady was with Child (as 
was alſo B. G, when in the ſame caſc) leaſt they ſhould have had any 
Acceſs to innocent Blood, Yer tho my Wife, all things conſidered, me- 
rits as much Juſtice and Tenderneſs as any of her Sex: This P. 
ruſh forwar1 to one illzgal and unmerciful Courſe, after another ; that 
they may ruin both ber, and ours. Vainly dreaming that our Blood 
would neicher ſtain their Har ds, nor cry to Heaven for vengeance. ,, 

4. Whether they had a Deſign, and hand in the Death of my Sweet 
Babe, now withih: Lord. I refer to'all who hear it, but chietly to the 
vengeance of the Holy and Jult God, who ſwiftly hears the Cry and will 
not pardon the Guilt of lanocent Blood, to determine. [| hereby in the 
Name of this God, do before the WoHd, warn-and charge the Inviters 
and invited, to conſider the following Scriptures, to fear, tremble and 
repent, Gen. 4. 9, 10, 11+» and 9.5,9. 2 King. 24-334. Iſa. 16,31, 
Fer. 2. 333 34. Exch, 25.5, 6. I know them who have (aid they would 
not have their Guile (upon this Head) upon their Souls for ten thouſand 
Worlds. The Blood of all (eſpecially of Infants) in Covenant with 
God, is very precious unto him: And | know who have ha4 much Soul- 
ſatisfying Comfort in the mid(t of over-whelming Difficulties, from thar 
ſweet word, 1 will be thy God, and the God of thy Seed. uid enim ills 
wnguam de eſſe poterit,, vel ad emolumentum, vel fruftiam, vel ad dicus Of be- 
neftatem, qui of fonti a1que bonorum amnium principio fadere copulatus, Ofor.. 
oper, tom_2. de Juſt. hb. 1. p. 198, & 16g. 

5- Its evideat tothe World, that my innocent Babes Death, is finay 
operis, the bloody, lamentable, ſad, and ever indelible Event, Fivit and 
Seal, of that and their preceeding Days iBegal and uojuſt Attings ;, whe- 
ther or not it was ni oper«ntinm, - in relation both to Mother and habe, 
1 dare not ſay, tho a deliberate perliſting in the practice of theſe things, 
which of their one Natore have adireft, nay or in dirett, tendency to 
ſuch an effett, doth ſtrongly plead for the Afﬀirmitive. I only ſay, F 
think that Word, 2 Sam. 12.9, 10. Thou baſt ſlain Uriah with the Sword 
of the Children of Amon, and therefore the Sword ſhall never depart from thy 
Houſe ; ſhould have a fearful ſound in all their Ears. And, 

6, I have cauſed my Child to be buried, not in my ordinary Burying- 
p_ but at the Right Hand of thit Door of the Church whereat .4r- 

iglam enters, that her Blood may. there cry to Heaven for Vengeance 
againſt him, and all bis Complices, in that Days Tragedy which occafion- 
ed her untimely Death, and in all probability will in end beghe death 
of her Mother. | | 
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Ah nimium faciles qui triftia ſunera celu, 
Toll fluminea poſſe putatis aqua. 

Ty quoq, crudelu Babylon, dab impia penas, 
Er rerum inſt abiles, experiere vices. 

Felix qui tenero, conſperget Saxacerebro, 
Eripiens gremio pignora chara tuo, 


7. This way is direCtly contrare to the Scripture, .Afat. 1%, 15, 16. 
Phil, 2. 1, 2,3. Eph. 4. 32. and to the Cannon Law, which ſays to Mi- 
niſters, Paſtorer iftis, non percuſſores, nova & inaudita eſt iſt a predicatio, que 
verberibus exigit fidem ;, alind eſt qudd exigitur Typho ſuperbie, & invidia ; 
alind vero quid agitur gelo diſcipline * plus erga corigendos, arat benevolen- 
tis quam ſeveritas cohortatio quam c0:1mmat io, charitas quan, poteſt as Atit im- 
pla crudelieas. Sed bii qui que ſua ſunt querunt, non autem que Jeſu ſunt Chri. 
ts, facile ab bac lege, diſcernuntar, &c. 

8, Upon Decemb. 15. 96. Idelivered the following Paper to theR.S. 
It cannot be unknown unto this R. S. of what importance ic is, for them 
to walk upon ſuch ſolid, and rational Grounds as may afford Peace to 
themſelves, juſtify their Proceedure, and convince, or ſilence the Con- 
ſciences of all with whom they have to do. Therefore [ deſire a delibe- 
rate return to the following Queries. 

9. Since this R.S. is deſigning to fall firſt on the Conſideration of 
the grounds of my firſt Suſpenſion, before they conſider my 2 Appeals, 
upon which only I can be legally ſiſted before this R. S. Then by 
what Title can ye conſider theſe Grounds ? not ſure by virtue of the Re- 
ference made thereof by the P. of D. 33 days poſterior, to my ſecond 
Appeal. : Since it muſt in common Jultice; and conſtant Form of Pro- 
ceſs, be firſt determined. Num bene vel male appellatum. 2. Since the 
R.S. did find'too jaſt ground, Nemine comradicente to cenſure, and Syno- 
dically to rebuke the P. of D. for their ſuſpendiag me, &c. without Ci- 
tation and Hearing ; if thereupon the ſaid Sentences be not #n ſe, and in 
all their conſequences void/and null, ab 5nitio, and'ſo no way binding upon 
my Conſcience, who dare maintain, againſt all Oppoſers, that the Pow- _ 
er of Church Judicatories is not Diſpotick, Lordly, 'or Arbitrary, but 
purely Miniſterial aud Declarative, both in binding and looſing. Hence 
Brad, de C auf. Des, p- 404. Scerdotes & Epiſcopi non intelligentes locum 
Atat. 16. quodcunque ligaveritis, &c. aliquid ſibi de Phariſeorum, aſſumunt 
ſupercilio, . ut vel damnent innocentes, vel ſolvent noxios, &c. cum apud Deun 
non ſententia ſacerdotum, ſed vita queratur recrum: Hii erno clavigeri, 


poſſunt 


þ?) 
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poſſunt aliquities delirare, ligando & ſolvends putative, & non ſecundum Nor- 


mam, Sc. S. quos dominus nec ſolvit nec ligat, p.405. Interdum qui foras mitti- 
rar intus oft ;, Of qui intusefſe videtur foray mitti meretur. Deus non ſequitur 
"fementiam eccleſia que per ſurreptionem aut ignorantiam, interdum judicat. 
If rhe Depoſition of Amathazras was declared nnll, becauſe all the Biſhops 
of Cyprus were not preſent, yea one fewer than the Canons do require 
was preſent. As Darb. on Scand.p. 4. c.13.p. 333%, Then what ſhould 

be done in my Caſe? [/mo&, 
10. Lex Can, Cauſ 2.9.3. C. 10,11. Is qui praeeſt ſi preter voluntatem 


Dei, vil preter 1d quad in ſartts, expreſſe preciyitur Scripturu, vel dicit wel 


imperat a'iquid tanquam falſus Des teſtis, & ſacrilegus habeatur. The not 
obſ:rving of this Rule is the cauſe, as ſays even [-nocent 3. YQuod qui lige- 
tus eſt apud Deum, apud eccleſiam nonnunquam eſt ſulitus & qui liber eſt apud 
Deum, ſententia eccleſiaſtica eſt innodatus., And hence in the Primitive 
times, the Depoſjtions of 1gnat. Ext. Athan. Chryſt. and others were 
judged Nullities, by all Orthodux Men, becauſe of the Illegalities and 
unjuſt Violences therein exerced, See Darb. on Scand. part. 4. p. 307- 
and 313. And what weight was laid upon the Suſpenſions and Depo- 
ſitions, by P*s and S's in Scorlard, in the time of the late publick Reſolu- 
tions (to ſay no more) both in that time, and in the preſent State of 
Afairs, is very notour, efpecially to all who were Members of that Ve- 
nerab'e Aſſembly, An. 1690. See Sefſ. 13. p. 39. And, 

11. Daven. in Col. p, 333. accounts that only to be done in the Name 
of Chriſt, Quod ex ejus fir Mandato ;, ejus cauſa, adjutorio, ejus 4mporands 
opem, & ad ejus gloriam, And Lomb. Poteſt as hig and & folbendi, Le, poteſtas 
declarand; folutos & ligatos, non autem yoteſ; as ſuprema aut abſoluta, quodvis 
agendi, Ur Pontificii communiter, Vid, Rav. Bib. $. part, 1. p. 290. Butl 
furcher enquire, - 

12, If the P. of D. 'after all their illegal and cruel aCtiogs againſt me, 
and my Family, ſhall be admitted to judg in my Afﬀairs z contrare toall 
Juſtice, Equicy, and the known. Method of a!l Procelles, Civil and Sa- 
cred; then (hall Mr. P. Mr. E. Mr. 4, R. (againſt whom | have juſtly 
complained, as Ring-leaders, in railing and ſpreading of moſt unjuit 
Calumnies and opprobrious Speeches againſt me) I ſay, ſhall they alſo 
be admitted my Judgcs? And upon what account were my Complaints a« 
gainſt them not read and heard at-your laſt S:derunt, when according 
to the Appointment of the R.S. 1 gavein the Names of the Witnelles, 


whereby | now offer to prove every Article ? Moreover I inquire, whe- | 


ther, or not, a Miniſter accuſing another of what deſerves a publick Re- 


buke, Suſpenſion or Depoſition, ought not to be at leaſt ſuſpended bim- 
: ſelf, 


co 
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ſelf, till he make oat, or fully ſatisfy, for his baſe and' lying Ca- 
lumnies? | 

13. Ifthe R.S. indiſcuſſing the grounds of their firſt Suſpenſion,deſign 
to give any Credir to the Regiſter of D. P. in that Aﬀair, which at theic 
laſt Sederwne | did openly accuſe; and here, under the peril of higheſt 
Cenſure, offer to prove (a competent time for that end, &c, bein 
granted) to be illegal, partial, ſtuf*d with ſondry groſs Untruths, and 
very mank in many things judicialiy afted by them; which, ifupon Re- 
cord, had convincingly demonſtrate their own Malice, and molt diſfor- 
derly Procedure, as well as my Innocence. Bat, 

14. I enquire how it can be either juſt or ſafe, in the R.S. to admit 
the P. of D. or any one of that Claſs, to jadgin an Afﬀair wherein they 
have already ated ſoillegally and cruelly ? For which reaſons [ have ap- 
pealed from them, and for which this R. S. did Nemine comradicente, 
judg them cerſurable ; and accordingly, publickly, ovce and again rebuk- 
ed them. Since, 1, This is p'aialy co render that Mean of God's ap- - 
pointment, for redreſſing of [njorizs done by inferior [udicatories, uſe- 
leſs, over the Bclly of Light a:d Conſcience. 2. This is contrare to 
the prattice of Heathens, As 25. 10, 11, 12,21. Sarc.inv. 21. Hine 
laudem querit Feſtus, quod appellants conceſſerit, appel21ionem. And if Feſtus, 
notwithſtanding of Paul's Appeal, had either proceeded to judg him 
himſelf, or remitted him to be judged at Jeruſalem, he had atted malt 
crnelly, and injuſtly; bur as the Spirit of God taught Paxlto appeal, 
for preventing of the bloody Defigns of the corrupt Clergy at Fernſa- 
lem : $o Nature it ſelftaught the Heathen Judg,. not to- nullify or op- 
Poſe, but to yield nnto, and piomove, his Appeal. 3. It's the conſtant 
praQticein the Church of Scotland, that the: Party appraled ſrom are ſe- 
cluded from judging ; and fo were, and are the Brethren of D. P. 1e- 
cluded from jadging in #. his Afﬀair, and in that of dir. F. F. atthis 
preſent Synod z ſo were they excluded from judging in any point of my 
Afﬀair during the whole time of the laſt Sederant, being always removed 
with me when that Buſineſs was in hand. See more Meth, of Proceed. 
c:3. ſ-9- n.1, 2,3,4,5- And the Roman Law, Juſt. Inſt, Cod,” Com, 
Gothofr. l. 7. tit, 62. p. 66>. Appellatione fatta illi qui de appelationibus judi- 
cant, ex talla occaſivre. poſſunt remitere negotium, ad judicem 4 quo provecatum 
eſt. Sed omnem caufem propria ſementia determinare convent, Ita & No» 
vel, $2.c, 13. Rebus non rite judicatis, i. e. non ſecundum Legem ;, judex ſu- 
perior etiam_ ſine appellatione, eaſdem reſcindere tenatar. Criſp. Pand. bib. 
49. 1, 18. p. 874. Nay, 


15- To 
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15. To admit the P. of D. to judg in my Cauſe after my Appeal, &c. 
is as if the Lords of Seſſion ſhould, after they have fined an inferior 
Judg for his unjuſtice, readmit him to judg in the ſame Afﬀair, Advocate 
from him. And thisP. of D. being now admitted to judg in my Cauſe, 
will certainly endeavour the repiaring of their loſt Reputation, and in 
end bring Cenſure upon this R.S. 

16, How can this R.S. reconcile their allowing me an Extract of their 
own Minutes, with refuſing that of the Minutes of D. P. whoſe Regiſter 
is filPd up, and whichI accuſe, we ſupra. And how am | allow'd a War- 
rant tocite Witneſſes anent the ſecond Suſpenſion, and yet am deny'd 
the Extract of their Procedure therein ? The manner and iſſue of their 
Viſitation, held at X, Decemb, 1. will, if noticed, merit further Cenſure 
and ſtop their judging in any Cauſe of mine, &c. 


—_ 
”— 


CHAP. XL. 


I, T HE return to this Supplication is, they will admit the P, of D: 
tojudg jn my Cauſez and ſo immediately fall to the matter, 
without ever ſo much as once queſtioning, Num bene vel male appellatum, 
&c. or giving one anſwer to any of my Queries; contrare to all Law, 
Equity, Juſtice, and the ever obſerved Forms of Proceſs in thiszChurch 
and Nation, Sic vols ſic jubeo, &c. 
2. But the conſtant prattice of the Church of Scotland in this Caſe, is, 
7, Todiſcuſs that Queſtion, Num bene vel male appellatum, -2. It was 
their Duty to have ſuſtained my Appeal, and ſo excluded the P. from 
either deliberative or deciſive Voicing in my Afﬀair z ſince they not only 
might be, but aQually were in their Conſciences, conviac'd that the P. 
bad broken the Rules of an orderly Proceſs ; they therefore having, Ofob. 
15.96. Nemine contradicente, declared them cenſureable, &c. So ſays 
Meth. of Proceed. c. 3. f. 9. Num. 1,2. p. 50, Yea, 3. This R. S. find- 
ing thus that the P. of D. had proceeded nnwarrantably, and that ſundry 
of from had not only contribute to the raiſing of Scandals againſt me, but 
had alſo themſelves vented moſt baſe Calumnies (which they eannot deny, 
but upon the matter- confeſs, fince they, by all ſiniſtrous means, have 
ſhanned a fair Tryal) the Synod was obliged to Aſlolize me, and by efte- 
ual means to vindicate my Innocency, Meth. of Proceed. ibid. num.5. and 
this tho I had not appealed. Juſt. Pand. I. 49. t. 18. 0:8. p. 874 4 
If the S. had found that I had no ground to appeal, then were they ob- 
liged to have rebuked me for ſo doing, and to bave remitted the _— 
Aﬀaic 
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Affair to the P: of D. ſince its not improper for them, pltimately to de- 
termin the ſame, :#id. 'm«r4, 3, So that without diſcuſſing my Appeal 
there could be no orderly proceeding to the Cauſe, bid, num, 4. 

3. My Afﬀair could not be meddP'd with, npon the Reference thereof, 
made by the P.of D. Oftob.1 2. Since,1. That was 33 days poſterior to my 
Appeal. 2. Their Reference, was either for-advice, which when they had 
got, they were accordin2ly to diſcuſs the mitter themſelves : which th:y 
did not. 3. And ſotheir Reference was, for Final Neciiion, whereta 
they have no right to Julg. MAdeth. of Proceed. c. 3.f; 10, nwm. 1,2 3,4, 
5- Witneſles being caſled for, | anſwered. 1. 1 wrote to Mr,!Y. B. 
of D. where 4. A. lives, tocite him to this day, but no return ; con- 
trare to Meth. of Proceed. c. 2. ſ. 6. u. 1g. - 2. Your Clark hath refuſed 
F.S, a Warrant tocite D. and other moſt material Witneſſts, altho 
the ſaid F. ſought this Warrant 3 times: The P. of D. openly grant- 
ed that they had hindercd the Clark to give this Warrent. And yet 
the R. S. do proceed as if I had had no Witneſles to adduce. 

4+ The Preſumptions infiſted upon, are the Confeſſion of E. D. a 
pretended Teſtimonial : Two Guineas ard Eight hatf Crowas which ſhe 
aſſerted were given her to goto Ireland. Zinfwer, 1. No Womans-much 
leſs hers, notour for Impieties, can be an Evidence againſt me, Mevh. of 
Proceed, c, 2. ſ. 6.n. 8. 2. Shedid with ſolemn Aſſcverations in Labour, 
before the Se. of T, and P. of K. give this Brat to another Man. 3. 
She's moſt malicious againit me for writing] to ſecure her in Priſon, till 
ſhe ſhould find caution, to return and ſatisfy. 4. She hath declared 
to-L.K, and R.G. that this Confeſſion was violently and fraudulently 
ord her Examinators, and that upon Oath, in my abſence at D. 
4+ The body of that Teſtimonial is nothing like my Hand (as plainly ap- 
pears, by this, and all my Papers) tho the Subſcription be ; neither is it 
to E. D. but F. 4. which wholly everts its Credibility. 1 ſee its dated 
Novemb. 20.95. while her Term was not, neither did ſhe leave my 
Houſe till Fan, 8.96. And I here produce the Double of a Forged Diſ- - 

charge as under.my Hand, ſent me by the Forger, atteſted by a Notour 
Publick,- and two Heretors in.1V. the Principal being produced to them ; 
'yet the Producer being perſued, declares he vever had the ſcrape of a Pen 
from me in his Life. Two of the P. of D's Principal Witneſſes: againſt 
me was, this ſame Year, content” to part with a 150 Pound Scots,” that 
their Forging a Bond of 30 Pound, might be concealed. B.G.-produced 
£o this P. 2 Letters which ſhe ſaid Z7. ſent her. ; yet hath the Committee 
of the R.S. appointed to ſearch into that Aﬀeir, declared thpt they can 
find no Evidence or Preſuwption of Guilt, I mind that"there was a 
"> SE RET: Teſtimonial 
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Teſtimonial under the Hand of Mr. H. 4. produced before this P; of 
his having Married G. W. and yet was it rejefted. Monſieur Biron was 
accuſed of Treaſon before the Parliament of Paris, and a Letter pro- 
duced, which when compared with many of his Writings, ſeemed to 
be exactly and wholly his (contrare to the preſent Cafe, as may clearl) 
be ſecn by comparing the preſent Write, with-that Forged Teſtimonial) 
yet did the Jndg abſclutely refule the ſaid Letter, as being in Law no | 
way probative. Thuan, Hijt, 16.122. Then Mr. P. ſaid he could ſwear 
it was my hand. But, r. Its ſaid by T. H. that he had perjur'd himſelf 
thrice alrcady, and 1 am ſure this ſhould be the fourth time. z. Then we 
need not go tucther for a Knight of the Poſt. 3. Then away with that 
Clauſe, in al) Legal and Probative Writes, Signed, Sealed and Delivered in 
Preſence of theſe Witneſſes : orly ſend for Mr. R. P. and ſuch another, 
and the work ſhall do. Nothing leſs then two ſubſcribing Witnelles, 
can be allowed as probative of a Parties Subſcription, Car.2, Parl.3, AZ. 
15. Counterfeicing of Writes, both 1a this and other Kingdoms, is fo 
frequent that I need ſay no more upon this Head. 

<. And further the Syncd ſees but one Guinea, not two, and no Silver. 
Irs like he who lent her the ſame, ſince Azg. 26. (when ſhe judicially 
&:c!ared beforethe Þ, that | gave fer only 4 Mild Half-Crowns to cor- 
ry her into, and maintain her in Ireland) could not wart the reſt till this 
time z but how they will reconcile ſuch Prevarications, let the World 
judg. Such judicial Self-contradicters, would be puniſhed in any Judi- 
catory elſe, but in the P. and S. of D. 

6. Then is the Grievances from K. brought in, to which | anſwered 
in general. r. Its vnſubſcribed even by the Clark, atteſting that he hath 
the Principal. 2. The moſt part are pure Generals, without mention- 
ing Time and Place. 3. Grant all were true, they might mount to 4 
Presbytrial Rebuke ; but not to the diſſolving of a Paſtoral Relation. 
4. It's $ or 9 Years, and more than 3, ſince the moſt of theſe Things 
alledged be done; ſince which Time I was unanimouſly appro- 
ven, by Miniſters, Elders, Heretors, and all the People of that Pariſh, 
at an orderly Viſitation there : and I have been frequently fince Modera- 
tor, both to this S. and Þ. and often Commiſſioner for them both to the 
_ Aſſemblies, and neighbouring P's and S's, of this Church;  Agd 

o grant the Offences libelled were weizhty, they are riot now to be chal- 
lenged, according to the A of the Gen, Af. 1642, Seſſ.1 3. and Meth, of 
Proceed. c. 3. Th 3, 4.10, 11, 5, The Ringleaders of this Accufation, 
and ſuch as are inſerted as Witneſles, are Perſons notour to the P. and 
this Countrey- fide, for groſs cog” ; and art alſo Subſcribers of the 


: . ſame 
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ſame. 6. They never ſpake one word of any of theſe Things tome in 

rivate, contrare to Mat. 18, 1 $ 16, 17, and ſo ſhould not now be 
ns Meth, of Proceed. c.3. [.8. n.11,12. 7. I appeal to the Conſci- 
ences .of my Accuſers, as they ſhall anſwer in the great and terrible Day, 
if there be not ſundry of theſe Things ſubſcribed by them groſs Untruths, 
others of them altogether uncertain,as to them, and really trivial in them- 
ſelves? Andifa third part of them be not ſuch as they know | can clearly 
vindicate my ſelfthereanent, and are only pnt in to fill the Fi:ld, and 
maliciouſly miſrepreſented ? and ſo ought ro be cenſured az falſe Accn- 
ſers, accordizg to Deut, 19. 18, 19. See Corn,s Lepid.in Pent, p. 468. and 
958. Aſſ. 42. Sefſ. 13. Af. 44. Parl. 11. Jam.6. Meth, of Proceed. . 1. 
[. 5» mn. 22. And Juſt. apud Dyoniſ. Cod. 1. 20. p. 281, Star. 25 Edw. 3. 
c. 4. and Srat, 42 Edw. 3.c. 3" More particularly, , * 

7. It is not the Pariſh of X. nor any Heretor in it, (but a new Upſtart 
A.C. and other ignorant Perſons, ſtirred up by the P. of D. which 
many of them now confeſs) nor yet the Bulk of the People therein 
who give in theſe Grievances ; it being the greateſt ground of Grief | 
xo all the truly Godly in this Place, that I am thus cruelly and ille- 
gally oppreſſed. In witneſs whereof, h:re is a Letter written by the 
Patron of the Pariſh, and ſubſcribed by him and the. Lady C. (who 
ber ſelf alone pays 609 Marks per Ar. unto the Miniſter of this Place) 
in which Letter they diſclaim the pretended Viſitation held at. this 
Kirk, Decemb. 1. 96. as illegal and ſurruptitious; and utterly dil- 
own this whole Libel, as falſe, forged, and ſcandalous : declare 
their Adherence unto me as their Legal Paſtor; ay, and while the 
contrare be upon ſolid Grounds judicially declared, by a Judicatory com- 
petent before which time they proteſt that they may be fully heard, 
and all this for themſelves, and their whole Intereſt, within the Pariſh. 
(This Letter I did judicially deliver with my own Hands to the Modera- 
tor, but it had no weight with them.) But, 1. They ſay, 

8. That 1 was negligent in Preaching, becauſe I Leftured only in the Fore- 
001, and Preached in the Afternoori, But I did, when I entred on Sab- 
bath Morning, preface a quarter of an Hour upon the Pſalm ſung, after 
Prayer read 10 or 12, and ſometimes fewer, Verſes, endeayour to analize 
and explain the ſame, and then raiſe Obſervations, with ſhort Probati 
and Uſes, imitating Mr. H. Mr. F. &c. as near as could ; which is n 
only the old way of Preaching, but coſt me more reading than my Ser- 
mons z and to my certain knowledg more edifying to a vulgar Auditory, 
who can retain but little of one Propoſition, proſecute to any length. 
1a the ſhorteſt fair days, I ſtill letured an Hour, and preached another - 

| in 
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ia the Afternoon 3 and in Summer took ſome more time : which I think 
is long enough for any Man ordinarily to do, whoreſolves to deliver 
premeditate and digefted Doctrine : and leCtured halt an Hour, at Six of 
the Clock, in my own Houſe. Then, 2. They ſay, 

9g. That 1 did ſinfully, or unneceſſarily, baunt Ale- houſes, with Plpiſts, and 
other bad Company. Anſw. 1. | look ont as my duty to become all 
things not ſinful, to all Men for their good ;, and therein have not only 
Paxi, but the Prince of Paſtors for my Preſident, who converſed much 
with Publicans and Sinners ; yea, did eat, drink, and feaſt with them. 
Hence Aug. Epiſt. ad Cor, ſays, Infideles non poſſumns Chriſto lucrari ;, (6 
colloquia illorum vitamu & convivium, unde & Dominus noſter, cum Publi- 
Canis nianducavit, & peccatoribus. 2. Its neither rational, poſſible, nor 
yet Chriſtian Policy, much leſs good Manners, for a Miniſter to bean /fo- 
mael, to all who are not intirely of his Priaciples in Matters either Civil 
or Sacred, much leſs to his neareſt Nertghbours, the Heretors of his Pa- 
riſh, or his own Relations, or Perſons with whom he hath moſt neceſſary 
Afﬀairs. But,'3. If ever Men be reclaimed from erroneous Principles, it 
will not be by a riggid, proud, and diſdainful treating of them in pri- 
vate, or Unchriſtian raſh cenſuring of, and railing againſt them in pub- 
lick ; but rather by a Mutual and Chriltian forbearing of, and yielding 
' to one another in things not Fundamental to Salvation : and by ſtudying: 
a difcreet and obliging Converſe, even with the worſt of Perſons, in the- 
Love and Fear of God, Ti. 3. 2, 3. Jam. 3.13, 144 15, 16, 17. Deep» 
er Impreſſions of our own Imperfettions, both in Knowl&g and Hoti- 
neſs, would make us more compaſſionate to, tender of, and kindlier 
concerned in the reclaiming of others, whom we apprehend to be out of 
che way. But further, the untruth of this Accuſation will clearly. appear 
by the following Particulars, wherein I am neceſſitate to give an Account 
of ſundry things, which otherwiſe ſhovld never be heard tell of for me, 
in relation both to my private Studies, and publick Work. 
10, As for my private Studies; I have Written and Tranſcribed for 
the Preſs ; firſt in Latin, Exercitationes quedam Theologite, de Neyceſſit ate 
Scrip. S. ad Salem, De federe' Operum & Gratie, De Adoptione. De 
Ho De Perſeverantia Sanftorum. De ultima fidei Reſolutione. Ae 
de Tranſubſt antiatione. Diſputationes etiam quedam Theologice, De Pro- 
videntia Dei, ejuſque concurſu cum aftionibus humanis \ bonis & malis, De . 
Suprema morum regula, wbi invittifſimis demonſtratur Arguments, Bene» 
placitum Det revelatum, e Ko rn morum regulam, uillamgue dari atti- 
bus bumanis, bonitatem aut malitiam moralem, ipſur imrinſicam, antecedenter 
ad Dei Opt, Max, wolumtavem,” laminibus revelatam. De formali rations 
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maliti peccati commiſſions, num ſec, in poſitivo, an vero in privativo conſiſt at ? 
De, Officio Chrifti Sacerdotali, num ſc. Dominus naſter in ſecnla celebrandus 
Officio Sacerdotali, etiam ante Incarnationem ſuam, aliquomods fit funitus ? ubz _ 
Afr mation contra Heterodox as quaſdam, cujuſdam Neoterici in Wendeli- 


num Amnotationes ;, ſolidu ftatuminatur Argun,entis, De formali ratione pere 


ſonalitatts, num ſe. aliquid prſſtivum entitati perſane ſuperaddat ? an verd 
in mera negatione communicabilit atu conſiſt at ? hic negativum illic vero affir ma- 
tivum dilucide afſeritur. Item, 

11. De Juſticia Dei vindicatrice ubi perplurimis, demonſtratur rationibug, 
contra Cl. D. Owen, Turret. & alios, tum Juſtitie, tum Miſericordie Divine, 
erga creaturas omnes egreſſus ;, immediate, quoad objetum, menſuram, modum 
ac durationem;, non a Natnra, ſed a Suprema Dei voluntate, &: Dominio ovT0- 
Keolagi®e; cum Brad. Twiſſ. Rotorf. imo & ex ipſius Owen & Turr. principits 
determinari, Ac tandem, Integrum volumen primum. Univerſs Theole- 
ge Syſtematice. 37 Variacontinens ordine Capita, | have alſo proceeded 
co the 35th Chapter of the 24 Volumn; in both which | haye reduced 
under one Head, very compencionſly, the variovs Arguments, for the - 
Orthodox Dottrine, which I have found ſcatter'd in all the Books read 
by me this 26 Years palt. Jrem omnium Turrent. tom. 4. Compendium in 
gue unius cujuſque queſtionts, cum medics &+ Seripturs ſingults, pro & con. 
Profundiſ. The, Brad de Canſ. Dei. Medulla,, in qua eujuſque fere capitis 
propoſitio, cum rationibus primarits ipſam probantibus ordine & methodice (by 
runtwr ſuccintte,  Animadver ſiones in ridiculas, Chymericar, imo & Blaſphe- 
mas, Carteſu.comjetiuras, & Meditationes Logics, Metapbyſice,' Ethics, ac 
Phyſice. And, ; '; 

12. in Engliſh, 1 have reviſed and prepared for the Preſs, . if the 
great and gracious Lord ſball give; Opportunity, theſe following Peices. 
1-:AVing:cation of our Lord Jeſus hs Royal, Prophetical, Prieſily Offi- 
ces, from the Errors of Papiſts, -Pelagiant, Socinians, Pſendo-Lutherans, 
and others; wpon theſe Heads © jbeing an entire Comminter, upon P/al. 110, 
3% God's Soveraignty over the World, and. all things great and ſmall therein, 
tram Dan. 4.3%. 35. 3 Ardit ations upon the Sacrament of. the Lord's Sup- 
ptr, being the\ Sib tarice: of many Ser monebefare. and after the Celebration of 
that' Sacred Ordimayte, in. theſe Pay(beg.of- KD! ard H. from 1 Cor. 11, 
25, 24425, 26,2974 &6.... Joh. Ih. $5, 56+: Met.22, 11; 12, | 1 Cor. 5:8, 
2 Cren. 6.186 1.S4am, 7. 124 4+. THF. Nati, Exccllency, and abſolate 
Wecefty of: believing jn order :to Salwation and, Eternal Life ; from Fobn. 3. 
36. Fick, 2, 3," 5; Evangelical Obedinnce explained andpreſſed, from Dent. 
41, 23/344, 5» 6, 7-.1.6. God's Bifapryhovered, inflruttcd, nd comfererd , 
with the Fraioument, Tryal and Sentence paſt, according to the — 
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Primitive Times, and deliberate Sentiments of ſundry Learned, Godly 
and moderate Men of -both Sides, upon bim who juſtly may be accounted 
. of . Humane Origin, from Atts 20, 28. Matth, 28. 19.. Ia, 6.8, 
1 Theſſ. 6. 12413. 7. Light out of Darkyeſr ;, or Direllion and Comfore 
to the Church and People of God, in avery dark and ſid Time ;, from Fob 20. 
4, Fo 6. Febr. 1635. and from Iſa, 41. 10, T1, 12. preached Ang. 1585, 
8. Ireland's Sins ſcattering Blood and Deſolation ,, being the Sum of | many 
Sermons preathed in the North of that Kingdom, beginnirig at” April 1680. 
and ending on Sept. 1687, from theſe and ſundry other Texts, Mal. 4. 1,2. 
Iſa, 24» 1, ty 3» 4, 5» and 42.14, 15. Rev, 2.5. 9,10. Amos, '4. 12,13. 
Zeph. 1, 12. Mica 4.10 With 4 plain account of the ſad things” which for 
our many Sins ſeem to. be haſtning upon that and the other Kingdoms, frac 
Amos 4. 10. Exch. 22.17, 18, 19,20. Neb. 9. 33, 34. 35. Jer. 8.4,5.6. 
. 9. The Believers Song in the Houſe of his Pilzrimage, 'with bis moſt feeare 
and Soul Refreſting Refuge, ina fad and ' Jferird Time, being the Heids 
of ſundry, Sermons, Preached befote the ' Miith'"Howoured Sir R. M. 
Knight and Baronet, ard bu " Virtnou TL ady,' thi Rigbt Honoitable, 
Truly Noble, and Exemplarily Religious, Ann,” Colneſs of Clanbrafil, i 
Killeleah, An. 1686. from Pſal. 119. 54. 1 Pet. 4-17, 18/19. 10. Our 
Lord Jeſus s firſt and ſecond coming, the great and' principal Cordial of a be- 
lieving, tho greatly troubled Soul, ; Dc Jahn, 14. 1,243,435. it. True Por- 
ritude , .or a Chriſtians Duty in time of War - from Nehi 4) 14. 2. An 
Eſſay concerning the Being, - Perſons and Attributes of the "Divine Majeſty; 
Jn oppoſition. to_ the Atheiſts, Sabellians, Antitrinitariatis, Arians,  &c. 
Pratticyll digeſted, from Heb. 11.6. Joh. 4.24. Famt-17. 'Mat.6.10, 
13. 4 leaſerabl warning and inſtruftion to all Perſons, 'to prepare for 
their leaving of this vain World, and parting with this frail and tranſitory Life, 
from Pſal. 89. 48. Jeb. 14.14. 1 Cor.10.31. 14. AShort Abridgmene 
of the Ortbodox Dottrine concerning Juſtification, which # indeed Articulus 
ſtaneis yel cadentis eccleſiz, ac Slog bucans, from Rom. 5.1. Eph.2. 
10, 13« ',A4at. 6.12. And, 4A Peice of a Pilgrims wandering, cont ain- 
ang ſome. Obſervations of the Remarkable [Providences of God, towaras bim, 
fromthe 6th Tear of his Age and Upwards. All written and reviſed with 
my one Hand, ſome of them alſo reviſed by ſundry Learned Men whoſe 
Letters. in Engliſh and Latin, 1 thought, once to have here inſerted ; 
but I forbear, and. only add to my R. B. of D. 2 Cor. 12. tr. 
13., For my publick Work ia this Corner; 1..1 can inſtru by-my 
Catechiſing Rolls, that 1 have catechiſed this People, 13 times over. 
Every. Year, l have viſited all their Families ; never refuſed to viſit the 


Sick when ſent for, and ordinarily went and ſaw them upon Monday 
who 
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whowere pray'd for on the Lords-Day ; I did examine the Pariſhes vf 
N. and C, twice over, while under my Inſpection 3 they cannot fay 
that 1 was this nine Years one Day abſent from them, except at the P's 
' Appointment, but once five Weeks in Ireland, and ſix Weeks this Sum- 
mer at Edenh, upon very needful Aﬀairs. I Leftured every Week once, 
many times twice, except in Seed-time and Harveſt. I was nine times 
at Edenb. upon the publick Account, five times whereof | was Member 
of the general Meetings and Aſſemblies ; and all on my own Charges, 
excepting 4 Pound Sterl, Our P's were every Fortnight, and ſometimes 
oftnerz the Attendance wherevpon ordinarily took_me two Days. I 
can inſtru, that I have ſupplied Vacancies at the P's Appointment 50 
Lords-days ; beſides that I was laid by from my Work 4 Months, by 
the trembling Feavers. By all which the World may judge what time [ 
have had to ſpend in Ale-Houſes, tho 1 judge it no Faultto go to any Ale» 
Houſe with ſober Company, either for refreſhing, or when my Buſineſs 
requires : And my greateſt Enemies cannot inſtruct, that ever [ did it on 
any other Acconnt, of that ever I afted vabecoming a Gentleman, or a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel there. But how isthis Accuſation proven? 
14. The Libel ſays expreſly, that its Witneſſed by A. C. of Arbiglum, * 
and A. D. who ſaid, that they frequently heard of it. But if Hear-ſays, 
be ſufficient Evidence, (eſpecially from ſuch Sayers) then who ſhall be 
innocent? I verily think, ſuch an ignorant Nonſenſical inſtruftion of 
Guilt, was never heretofore heard tell of, Neither would any, not al- 
together blinded with Malice and Envy, nay judicially given'wp of God, 
to their own petulent Paſſions ever receive, much leſs regiſtes, ſuch a 
vile Accuſation, upon meer Hear-ſay. And I might lay ten times 
worſe things to the charge of Mr./. Mr. P. &c. then any thing yet 
ſaid of me. and prove them fully too, if Hear-ſay be ſufficient Evidence. 
But I forbear till a fitter time. Then, | 
15. I amaſſertedto be an Oppreſſor of ſuch that I bad to do with, This is 
moſt falſe ; which will appear from the following Particulars. r. 
When I came to this place 4». 87. upon their moſt unanimous. Call. 
They promiſed me 1000 Marks per An. and ſo they yet owe me 900 
Marks, I baving only got 600 Marks for one Year and an half. . 2. Since 
89. 1 have laid out in reparing Kirk and Manſe, 160 Pound Scots yet un- 
'Tepdid. 3+ Preceeding 1696. they were owing to me 600 Pecks of Vittu- 
al, beſides Money, and yet have 1 theſe 4 Months paſt bought: Vittual 
to thy Family, at a deir rate without poynding any of them, tho I might 
have done it legally,'any time fince Feb.96. 4, To relieve many of them 
is their Straits, I have at ſundry times lent them 1500 Pound Scots;*and 
con- 
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conſidering their payment, am a very great looſer. And many times 
haye been neceſlitate to take payment at five or ſix times, of the Sum 
given out together to them, and frequently ſomerhiag leſs, than the 
Principal for my Pains, © 5. I have given them down more then 300 
Pound Scots, of what | might have exatted according to Law, as my 
Stipends. 6. I have taken Meal bought by them for 8 Pound 16 Shillings 
Scots tne Boll, while I had a Decreer before the Judg-Ordinary, three 
Years before, for 26 Pound 8 Shillings, for the faid Meal. 1 ſhall not 
print my Anſwers to the reſt of their Grievances, they being truly ſuch 
trivial Phancies, or errant Lies, as even my Accuſers could not have the 
Impudence to aſlzrt judicially. 

16, Then are they wonderfully difficulted how to get Witneſſes; for 
there were only 5 or 6 of my malicious Accuſers preſent, who alſo had 
ſubſcribed their own Accuſations; and ſo the whole Bulineſs was like to 
ſtick, for it was ſtrongly debated in the S. by ſome R. Members, that 
it was vile, ugly, and altogether illegal, to admit Accaſers to atteſt their 
own ſubſeribed Accuſations, Yet for as ugly as it is it muſt bedone ; and 
thercfore by a Vote of the Plurality, whereof D. P. made 22, They 
are admitted to depone, that what they had accuſed me of was true : 
W hich being intimate to me, I proteſted againſt it, as utterly inconſiſ- 
tent with common Juſtice, and that which would not be allowed in the 
leaſt Trifle, even before any other Court : yet did they found this upon 
Ateth. of Proceed. c. 1. f.5. n. 24. But, I, --/* | 

17. An lgformer and a Subſcriber of an Accuſation are two differ- 
ent. things. 2. Even an Informer, upon Preſumptions of Scandal and 
Malice againſt the accuſed, is to berejetted, sbid. and ſuch -are my Ac- 
cuſers ; which will appear frow this ſhort account of, them. 

18, A. C. hath the Honoar to be the Son and Heir,to the famous Ay- 
thor of the Apocrypha Merchant- Bock in-D. and if ſpared 'to bis Fathers 
Years may pollibly produce ſuch another Heteroclite, . 2, In Summer laſt 
he led my Peits home to himſelf, without any Sentence of Law, out of 
that Moſs wherein Miniſters have caſt their Peits., ſince the Memory of 
Man. exprelſly contrare to At. 165. Fam.-6. Par. 13. and Att. 20. 
Pagl. 1. Sefſ,, 3. Ch.2. But they who have it by kind to ſteal Pirns, will 
not ſtand to ſteal. Pcits, and it may bein end a third part out of his Part- 
nersCount- Book, and put in clean Paper in the place of it. 3. His ha- 
bitual. filthy Converſe with Artber, Moffet and Tair, is as commonly 
heard. of as his Name. ,Dam and Sink are the ordinary Embroideries of 
his Diſcourſe ;, it's ſare be drank, quarreled and curſed « whole Night 
lately .ig Preſton : Yet a ſitter Tool = carry on the P. of D. their pra "1 
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againſt me. + 1 many times think that the Plagues threatned, 1 Xings 1 4- 
10, and 21.19, 21,22. and inflicted upon Feroboam and Acab, ſhall be 
remarkably reafted againſt this poor Creatnre : | have more Reaſons for 
this than | ſhall now expreſs. | 

19. W.C. was by the P. of D. Arp. 22. 95. fudicially rebuked, becauſe 
neither he, nor any of his, ever attended one Dyet of Catechifing. Nor 
were ever known to bow a Knee to Gad in Prayer, becauſe of Drunken- 
neſs ypon the Lords-Day : Then alſo was he ſecured in Priſon, till he gave 
Bond and Cantion ta ſatisfy publickly for theſe Impieties. Since which 
time he hath often relapſed in Sabbath-braking, and Drunkenneſs ; for 
which his Bond was Regiitrate, April 27. 96, and premoniihed to make 
Payment : Yet abſolved from all by theP. of D. for his readineſs to ac- 
cuſe me, and {wear the Froth of his 1, ing Accuſations. And tho this 
W.C. did, to the conviction of all the Synod, ſwear an Untruth, and 
ſpeak malicious Lyes apainft me judicially ; yet is he ſuſtaited a Credible 
Evidence. Sce M'c Ken. Inftit 1.4. tit. 2. p. 382, 383; 

20. F, M. was citce before the Sceward Dep.” for 30 Shillings, which 
I and many knew he bad borrowed and never repaid'; and it being re- 
ferred to-his Oath, fwore he owed his Creditor nothing. 

21. F. B. was by an elder of X. declared tobe a lying, curſing, 
Peiking Boy; 'yet ishe alfo admitted to depone againſt ine. 

22. 44. B. 1s brought in, and tho known by all her Acquaintances, 
to be an habitual Drunkard, - yea preſently drunk, to the obſervation of 
alſz and this by me objefted to the Mcderator, yet is ſhe admitted in 
this very caſe to depone ; and ſo ſwore, contrare to what ſhe and her 
Husband had done, Arp. 26. and ſuſtained, 'attho A. B. a Godly Man 
offered to depone their was no ſuchthing.” 1 might ſay moe to this pur- 
poſe both againſt theſe, and their other Witneſſes. Bat this is ſuſticient, 
ro1letthe World fee what Juſtice 1 met with. | dhe, 

I ohly add that theſe Perſons were admitted and encouraged by this R. 
S. notonly todepone in their own Caoſeagainſt me.” But alſo to ſpeak” 
whatever they pleaſed, to my prejudice, and fo 4. D. tells them that 
one day when W. and I was parting he kiſſed me. Then Mr. F. roars. 
out. OFile! O Loathſome / O Abominable! as if he had ribyer eithet 
read the Bible, or known the common practice of the Time, much Jeſs 
what is faid by Raven, Bib, S. part 2. p. 212. This Gentleman is mars! 
ried to my Lord K. his Daughter, my Wifes Couſin, and he having vi- 
ſited me at my Houſe : 1 conveyed him to his Horſe. Where parting 
with me, he did indeed kiſs me ;, and if this be ſo Vile ahd Loathſanie 
to Mr, F. what would he faid if he had ſeen'a young Captain kifs his 
> OWN 
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own Mare, &c. ſure he would inſtantly inſtigate the Parent of this Cap- 
tain, topolt to the Lordsof the Treaſury for another Vacant Stipend for 
advancing ſucha Spark to His Majelties Service. 

Any of the People preſent who ſpoke to my Commendation, or re- 
ſuſed to depone exaQtly to what their Clark had formerly written, are 
ſeverly threatned, and with Vultures Eyes frowned upon by Mr. YV. and 
not {utfered to ſpeak. Upon the whole, .by plurality of Votes they pre- 
tend to depole me, and order me by Oath to purge my ſelf of that Vile 
Scandal. Altho they could not prove the very leaſt prefowption of Gailt 
or appearance of Evil, to which in great calmneſs of Spirit, 1 anſwered. 
I bleſs the Lord my God, that I am not conſumed, my manifold Provecations, 
do deſerve a 1 000 times wor ſe at his hands. But 1 am ſure the Conſciences 
of all bere preſent, cannot but teſtify that I am moſt unjuſtly oppreſſed, for re- 
dreſs whereof 1 appeal to the next Gen, A. 

Yet do they appoint Ore to intimate their Senfence againſt me in the 
Church of K. which Mr. /. did with great Rage, virulent Expreſſions 
and baſe lying Calumnies, as I am informed. On which add, 


Dno quiſque eſt major, magis eſt plasabilis ire. 
Et faciles motws,, mens generoſa capit. 

Corpora, magnanimo, ſat eſt proſtraſſe Leoni : 
Pugna ſunm finem, cum jacet hoſts babet. 

At Lupms & turpes inftant morientibus Ur ft, 
Et quecungue minor nobilitate Fera eft. 


What weight is to be laid on ſuch- Sentences. See cp. 10. p. 46, 47- 
Upon ,Decemb. 15. I told Mr, P. that I thought he and- others, had a 
greater hand in the Sickneſs, and Death, of my Wife and Babe; than 
David tad inthe death of Vriab : and whether it were ſo or not1 refer- 
red it to Hin Who hears the cry of Innocent Blood,” ſwiftly to_determine. 
And that ſame Night his youngeſt Son was in as fearful a manner, 2s e- 
ver 2 poor Babe, hurryed into Eterniay before Day ; being for ſix hours 
in the pangs of Death, as I am told by Eye Witnefles. The next Morn- 
ing his Houſe takes Fire, and is withi difficulty quenched. They witl 
not, but _ they ſhall ſee, -and ſhall be aſhamed for their Envy. &e. 
29. I ſent thrice to their Clark, /for the extraCt of their Proteſs : but 
could not obtain :it, no not after the M. was met. The Truth is 
they had ſo contrived their Synod, prore eta; that their - Clark had nor 
time toextract, much Jeſs 1 to reviſe the Proceſs, before the AlF-mer. 
Which with my Wifes dangerous.Circomftances mereed my appearing 
before the R. AM, at Eden, Fas. 1, 97. 
H 2 CHAP. 
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4 | Appeared before the P. of D. Mar. 2. 97. and then and there did 

judicially and moſt ſolemnly own the Oath, which I had ſent them 
from Edenb. as far as it related to the preſent Accuſation,tho 1 was not 
obliged thereunto, they having no Preſumption of my Gui 't. And alſo de- 
clared my readine(sto reiterate the ſame as publickly as they thought fir, 
with any Alterations of, or Additions to the ſaid Oath, accordins to the 
Scriptures; and within a few Days they tend me the Form of an Oath, 
to which | rcturned in Wi1ting the following Scruples. £ 

2. R. R. Ye know that when | appeared belore you March. 2. 1 did 
judicially own and ratify that moſt ſolemn Oath, which I wrote and 
ſubicribed at Edenb. &c. ut ſupra, wherevpon | bare ſince received a For- 
mula of an Oath, which both in Matter and Manner, in the Aſertory * 
and Confirmatory part, cannot but afford many and weighty Scruples, 
to any conſiderate Ponderer 3 which Scrup'es I think fit to repreſent unto 
the R.P. for Solution and Anſwer. g 

3- It cannot be denied, but that an Oath is a ſpecial part of Divine 
Worſhip. As ſays Sixt. Senenſ. Bliblroth, lib. 6. Annoet. 26. p. 435. Alſo 
Maldonatws in Math. p. 132. And conſequently that both in Matter and 
Form, it muſt be according to the Scriptures; otherwiſe both the Impo- 
ſer and Taker cannot bur be accounted very guilty of Svperſtition and 
Will-Worſkip in the ſight of God. 

4. Sir T. W. E. of S, amongſt other Articles, for which he was 
Arraigned, Tryed, Sentenced and Executed at London, May 12. 4t. 
this was one, that while Lord Deputy of Jreland, he did preſs an Oath 
commonly called the Black-Oath, upon the Leidges there, without any 
ARt of Parliament. And amongſt other Reaſons, why the Convention of 
Eſtates in this Kingdom, did A. 13. April 11. 1689. declare that King 
Fames 75, had Forefaulted his Right to the Throne of this Realm, this 
is one, That be didimpoſe Oaths contraryto Law :. And ibid. p. 17. That 
impoſing of Oaths wit Authority of Parliament is contrary to Law: 


Which ſhould certainly awaken all. Miniſters to mind, what need they 
have in adminiſtrating of Oaths, not to alt without, much leſs direttly 
contrare unto the Word of God, the great and only Law and Statute- 
Book, of the Kingdom of our Lord Jeſus upon Earth, leaſt one Day 
fad Sentence, when before his Bar. | 


they meet with a 
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g.' It was ene of the great Grievances -and crying Sins. in the late 
Times, that Oaths in Matter and Form, unwarranted-by, and ſome- 
times directly contrare tothe Sctiptures were preſled with great violence 
upon Subjects. And therefore it will be found molt unſuitable for any 
who did formerly groan under theſe Burthens, to preſcribe or preſs any 
Oath, which cannor be clearly demonſtrate to the convittion of the Con- 
fciences of all concerned, to be according to the Word of God. . 

6. Its looked upon as moſt unreaſonable, by very famous Divines aad 
Lawers to preſs any Perfon, Prodere ſeipſum, aut in ipſum, jurare vitam 
famam aut turpitudinem. | Hence the practiſes of the Spaniſb Inquiſition, 
S$tar-Chamber and Cireuit-Conrts in latc timesy as well as the Oath ex Of- 

cio, and ſuper Inquirends, in ſome Eccleſiaſti. k Courts, have ever brenre- 

jetted by all moderate Mer, Hence Aug. de Decol. Joan. Bapt. Hab, 22. 
2 5. Qui provecat hominem ad Jurationem t ſcit illum jurat urum falſum ho- 
micjdam ſuperat, hnaicida enim corpus occiſurns eſt, ipſe vero animam, ime 
dun animu, tjus, ſc. quam jurare provocat, & ſuam. And the many ways 
moſt Learned and famous Lawyer that ever Scotland bred. the late Lord 
Preſident, doth in his Apulogy declare, That be ever judged, that no Man 
wa obliged to confeſs, that which # not other ways proven, agamſt bis Life 
and. Fame.. Nay  Diocleſian and Maximilian did diſcharge the preſling 
of Chriſtians, or any-elſe, to depone anent Matters laid to their Charge, 
and did order the Judges to proceed oply upon Legal and Credible Evi- 
dence againſt them,. Smet. ſeit. 10, p,23. This 1s alſo diſcharged by 
the Lawsof this Kingdom, At, 13. Par, 10. Jam. 6. An. 1585. as al- 
ſo by that Car. 1. c. 11. which upon the account of: this Oath did diſ- 
charge the High Commiſſion- Court, And Stat. 13, Car.2. c.12. Naph. 
p.215. Nay the Convention of Eſtates in Scotland, An. 168g. p. 14. 
deClare that the forcing of the Leidges, to ne againſt themſelves in 
Capital Crimes, however the puniſhment be reſtricted, is contrare to Law. 
Yet did lever judg it very lawful, expedient, and ſometimes moſt neceſſa- 
ry, for innocent Perſons,unjuſtly reproached, ſolemnly to vindicate them- 
ſelves in_as full a manner as the Scriptures will allow. 

. 7. Its a known Maxim in Diſcipline, That,no Perſon is to purge them- 
ſelves but upon pregnant preſumptians of Guilt, which are Aferb. of Pro. 
ceed. Cc. 2. ts. nun. 3, not the Teſtimony of any Woman, much leſs 
that of a Notorious and Judicially preyaricatiog Strumpet, violently and 
fraudulently elicit by her Examinators in abſence of the accuſed Perſon, 
(as ſhe declared toſundry) and this after ſhe had moſt ſolemnly declared 
the contrare before the Sel. of 'T. P. of X. and at the Birth of her 
Baſtard. But the Preſumptions are frequentiog-of her Company, ſolus 

eu 
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£1 ſolain ſuſpeto leco, mods aut tempore,which muſt be proven againſt.him 
by one or two Witneſſes. None of all which can in the aſt be proven 
againſt me, notwithſtanding of all the Oaths taken for that end by this 
R. P. but had been longere now fully proven. againſt 27. and D. with 
this Strumpet in Avg. and. Fly 95. bad not the'P. ſinfully palliatetheir 
Wickedneſs, by: not purſuing, nay hindring them to be once cited, 

8. Whatisalledged againſt me as Preſumptions, depend intirely upon 
this Strumpets Aſlertions, and ſo, firito jure, I might ſafely refuſe tode- 
pone5in-any Terms ; much leſs anent the Truth or Falſhood,” of theſe 
alledged Preſumptions, which may be either true or falſe. And yer T8 
#4 voutvey, undecided, whether | be the Father of that Brat, or ever had 
any ſuch carnal Converſe with E. D. @uemadamodum vult Dew, ſemetip- 
ſum fſolum adorari, & invocari ita & jubet ut tantummedo per ipfuus jaretur 
Nomen. Calv. Tratt. var. part. 12. claſſ. 2: p.493. And to prels me to 
depone anent thealledged Preſumptians, is contrare to Num. 5. wherein 
the jcalouſed Adultreſs, by the Law of God, was only to depone anenr 
defiled, or not. Not one word of Preſumptions, which fall to nothing up- 
on the Denial upon Oath of the Crime libelled, Er non multiplicanda ſunt 
entia, & multo mixus juramenta, ſine neceſſitate, Yea, according to this 
Pradtife rbere muſt be preſumptio pregnans preſumprtionts, I ſic in infinitum. 
Since no Man is obliged to depone anent any particular, but upon preg- 
nant Prefumptions of Guilt. Moreover, Complex Oaibs are ever looked. - 
upon as dangerous, like Captio multiphcis interrogationis, and was not a 
httle gravaminous in the late :Times; whereitt when the Pannel eould 
not be reached, for what he was firſt and chiefly indiQted, he was pos'd 
upon Oath to anſwer to many other Queſtions. 


.9. As for the Jmprecations made uſe of in this Formule, 1 never read of 
any, -wuch lefs ſuch ſtrange Imprecatsons made uſe of in any Oath, if not 
in theſe, of ſome vile Atheiſtical Blaſphemers.  Parew #n Rom, 11. 
Dub. 8. p. 882. puts the Queſtion, An mala ſibi vel aliis lictat tmprecars ? 
And anſwers, Negative; proves his Opinion,'-and refutes the contrary 
by weighty Arguments. And þ. 884. ſays expreſly, Tomporalia, aut ater- 
na mala, ſen exitinn_ nobs; vel alris imprecavi, viderur funplioiter regula Chri- 
ſti eſſe comtraxium eogue ilicittim. So fays Ame/. Caf. Conf. dum de furam. 
. ex Officie. Imo Paſor Lex, p.225; ſays, A Nathra dbborrer ſibi iſe malum 
3anprecati. a.charitate, alii cujcungue. And citing the Heatheniſh Impre- 
catians, Diſperiam Emoriar, and others out! of. Homer and Yirgil, adds, 
Profave bis woces.anobis'Chriftianis, 'qui Sp. Sith ; nor efſe profitemur diſei- 
pales, longe abeſſt debent , Axidl Ang inn Mat 5. 3,1 - Omen wmprebat ane- 


precaluonem, 
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precationem. Prophete awtem per imprecationts in trge recitat as, quod futurum 
viderint predixerine ; idroque & imprecationes non voto ex oprantss, ſeal Spirita 
previdentis fatte ſum.” Sylv, Flor. mag. p. 1402. Imprecationes in Seripturis 
nfcrare ſacrie 4 ſervis Dei, timmmde Hon vero imitande funt —— Imprecationes 
omnes,” 4 piis omnibus ſunt evitande.' Hine & Mart. azud Pareum, ubi ſupra. 

10. Onmes imprecationes ut illicitas improbat, nift imprecantes ſingulars 
Dei aguntiir ſpirira, Hominem excerari ſeipſum magnum eft peccatum, quod 
etiam in Petro datnnatur. Rav. Bib. S.pait. 1.p. 556. & p. $61. Hebres tn 
for mulis jurnrjur and;, folcbant exprimere Conditonalem reticebant tamen mals 
Imprecationem, Er dannant illos, qui jarantes Dirt ſeſe devovent. Hine & 
qurdam improbunt.quod Funine int ſaa verfione formu Imprecationum expreſſerit. 
Secns multo omnes interpretes. See Buxt. Theſ. Gram. Ling. S. 1.2. c, 21, 
Wolph.'n Ruth. p. 127. Mald. im Math. 5. p. 132, Greci & Latin jurabant 
Dettm, ant per Denm, Piftat. in Math. p.129. Firvens, Hiſt, Evang. 4. "The 
Forifi of fwcrring allowed tn the Scriptores, is not in the Words of the 
new Formula, but in rheſe, or ſuch as'theſe, which I have made -uſe of; 
as is plain to all acquaint with the” Word,” or learned Men on this Head: 
Rav. p 861. Athan. Apol. ad Conſt, p. 525. Tue pietati clara voce reſpon» 
dev, manuque extenſa quod didici ab Apoffolo, Deum in meam animam teſtor, 
reſto fir mihi Dominus, &c. mt punquam in malurn, &c. ſub bac Formuls 
nor Chriftiani'jurare folemus. Td & 'Lairent. in Fac 5! 12.p. $46. For 
mulait Cor, r. 23, Rev. 10.6. 11\Thefſ. 5. 27. {5 qua ulla tf Fern, For= 
mate, & per fettum juramentnum, See him atlo, #:d.p. 244.07 i © 

1:. Famous Mr. F. . Profeſſor of Divinity in St. Andrews, 
bimſelf of relinquiſhing his Covenanted Principles, by giving wake" Fs 

Hand; and dectaring before God and the World the contrare; and cloſes 

with; "ſtake God, Angels md Men to witneſs this Declaration. The Re- 

nowned Marq.of 4. thinks it ſufficient to porge himſelf * of the worſt of 

Ctirnes; ''The murder of the beſt of K egy, &ec. ro leave ir thder his Hand 3 

As 4 my Reckoning to my Juds, Tam free of theſe Things —= This 5s 

Trith as I ſhall anſwer —— As t expet Salvation from God, from my Birth ts 

my Scaffold, I am free, '&c. © So alſo my Lord 'W.- Mr. F. 6, and 

Mr. H.'MPc: Seer p< x 6.2.86; 290, 293, 306, and 360. 'Ahd\in all 

the OrthsWhich 1 ever di96 "1 198 ufed chafe ar fuck Words: 

nay when 4.6. offered to uſe ar fol [mprecations | ' faffereP hint 
not: And cherein'was unanitionſly approveit by this RP. es 
+r2: "Theſe Scriptnres ad4nced- for proving that this R;P.'-have power 

to preſcribe and preſs ſuch an Oath, anſwer not the end - 'That Nams. 5. 

22. is an Inftjtation peculiar to the Jews,- = unlawful now code uſed, 

So Ciry/oft. in Aw, Hom, 17.8 adl Pop. w, Theopbylatt in Mas. P14- 


Occum. 
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Occum;in Jac. p. 196. Hieron, tom. g. p. 9. Baſil. tom. 1. p. 228, Eraſ. 
Par. in Math. p.33. And to reſtrict their Sentence unto This Oath, ſeems 
to be a better Apology for theſe Fathers, than that which is made either 
by Mald. or Fanſ. in Mat.p.130. and 297. by River..in Decal. p. 113,119. 
or by Sixt. Sen. Bib. S. p. 435- And thus they ſhall not be found Patroni- 
zers of the e£ſſean, Manichean, Pelagian, or Anabapriſtical Errors, about 
Oaths in general, nor yet givers of ground to J«liar to inſult over them, 
Quaſs humane ſocietatis tollerent vinculum. $o alſo Ame. bi ſupra, 

13- The Text it ſelf ſayours this Expoſition, fince the Woman is to hg 
brought to the Prieſt with an Offering in her Hand, ſhe is to be.preſent- 
ed in the Temple before the Sanhedrim, the Duſt whereof is to be-mixed 
with Water out of the Layer, &c. Nay the diſcovering Conſequents 
of Innocence or Guilt, by immediate Conception or Death, not only 
plead that this Oath was peculiar to the Jews, but alſo that it was admi» 
niſtrate not to Men, incaſe of their Wives Jealouſy, but to Women only 
for which 20 years fince I heard R.. Mr. A. #. give theſe Reaſons, 
1. Women are ready to be Jealous without ground.. 2, They are with 
greater Difficulty reclaimed, than Men, when enſnared in thefe Impi- 
eties. Neither, 3. Was there any Hazard of alienating lnherjtances, 
by the Husbands, as there is manifeſtly by the Wives playing the Harlot. 
Aud were it in ber Power yet ſhould I be ſafe, fince ever bleſſed be our. 
God, my Dear ,Wife hath by his Grace, her unalterable Love and Kind+ 
neſs, been the great-mean of my Support, Life and Comfort in all this 
ſad Storm. But further, this Oath is wholly in deſuetude among; the 
Jews face the Deſtrution of their Temple. cs Made 

14. Corn. a Lap. in Pent. p. 755. ſays, Airaculeſa, edulterus probatio 
ſub Vet. Teſt. idque ad hoc, ne ſc. $1 faftum quod ſuſpicabantyr, probere.non, 
potuiſſent zelotyps conjuges,” uxores occiderenst; Ainſworth, .and. all other, 
Dlvines that | know,. aſſert from yer. 14. Te he Do hand (had. only, 
Power to bring his'W+fe to this Trial: and ( that altho ſhe.be.thus truly 
guilty; while he wasin Priſon, or out of the Countrey, when hereturned 
Home he might divorce ber, but not cauſe her.to drink, Alarm. in Sotab, 
6.1, ſ.11. And when at Home becould not make her ſwear, unleſs be 
bad befprethe Judges, [and in the preſence of tyo Witneſſes, Sighorged 
her:tqgegycrſe with ſuch a Man, apd Na pRers ies proce bar the 
Judges, tbat ſhe hag been alane with the ſame Man fo.long as ſhe might. 
be defiled, Mair. in Minſ. tom, 2. andjn Stab. 1. ſ-1. 8. Which up- 
on the matter is maintained by this Church,, Meth. of Proceed. c. 2.J..6.. 
». 8.and.9, Yea, tho this bad -been proven, before the Judges by ſuch 
Witnelles, yet if the Husband was uot Jealous before, he might give her 


a Bil's 
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2 Bill, but could not make her drink, Aaim. in Set. c. 1. ſef. 11, - And 
if he can-proveher being alone, &c. by one Witneſs only, he. may pur: 
her away without Dowry, but could not make her to drink. See Ferchi 
Solem. in Numb. 5. See more tothis purpoſe. apud Chazkoni, in Numb. 5. 
Rab. Jonath. in Tharg. Maim. in Sot, 6.3. ſ. 3,9. ande. 4. ſ- 12, After 
whom Ainſwortb, in Numb. p. 33 hboldeth, that ſome Women might no 
drink, and that none were forced to drink, but. ſuch as were willing 
thus to . purge themſelves, were permitted. See further 'for this in 
Main, in Sot. cap.. 3. ſeft. 21,13. and. 2. ſet. 1, 2. and cap. 4. ſed. t. 
18, 19. Sce alſo what Onhkelos in loc. ſays. Now, 

15. Make my.caſe the Amer, and ths Concluſion will not be an Ap- 
probation of this Formula, nor what is ſaid job 31. 9.20. For, 1. 
It may be juſtly jezlonſied that ob was in the wrong in that Imprecation, 
ſince tho God in his Soveraignity doth puniſh Sin with Sin; yet whar 
Scripture will warrant that a Man may pray either conditionaliy or abſo- 
lutely, that his Wife may be left of God to the v:leſt of Impieties, for 
_ the-puniſhmnet of his Sin ? 2. F«b's wiſh is voluntary, and that of ſome \ 
Temporary Diſgrace only to himſelf, Er. The P, of D. may preſcribe 
ard preſs an Oath which hath no veſtige in Matter and Form, inthe 
Scriptures, with {mprecations of Eternal Damnation, &c. over the Belly 
of Light and Conſcience, rationally acquired fronr the praCtiſes of Jew 
and Gentil-, Chriſtian and Heathen ? Nox# ſequitur. And, 

- 16, For Pal, 7.3. its of the ſame Nature for proving of the deſign- 
ed Concluſion ;. for David was in the open Fields with a number of. Arm- 
ed Men: And therefore Saul, and his other Malicious Enemies mightvery 
readily alledge,he could not but have ſome bad Deſign againſt: King and 
Government. | And therefore he doth voluntarily vindicate himſelf, yer 
without the leaſt ſhadow of countenancing or warranting the P. of D. to 
preſcribe or-preſs an Oath, with moe Helliſh Imprecations (not of tempo- 
rary (as David) but of everlaſting Plagues and Judgments) than | believe 
the vileſt Athieſt, and moſt obdurate Blaſphemer upon Earth, ever knit 
together at one time, or in any one Schedule, But, 3. Could they produce 
one Scripture wherein the Sanedrip, or Council of 23, did preſs David to 


purge blanlelf of Bathſheba,. -befoxe or after he had taken her to be his 
Wife, with an Oath iaterlined either with theſe Imprecations, Pal. 7. 3. 


or what are narrated in the Formula, they had. ſaid ſomething, . For 0- 
therwiſe their citing of this Scripture, is nothing: but an ignorant 
wrelting of the precjons Word of God, to countenance their own 
- malicigus Inveutions. Wherein, , ” 


p 7. They 


- 
. © - 
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17. They proceed in alledging, Pal. 137. 5. For, 1. I neverheard 
before that David was at Babe!'s Streams, -as they thence fooliſhly aller, 
but only the Captive Jews long after his days. 2. Moller, in loc. nes 
the place, Non inprecatorie, ſed comparative. Malo manum ——_— Ed c 
arti ſue, quam in hac rt boſtivus obtemperare. Et Malo manum mihi exareſ- 
cere, quam ad profananda carmina ſacra, cam accomodare, &c. Yea ſays, 
that to expound the Words by way of Imprecation, is inconſiſtent with' 
the Original. See more in Moller. in Pſal. 137. p. 1303. But, 3 Grant 
that the Words be Imprecatory, yet they are not thereunto preſſed, by 
any Church Judicatory, contrare to their own rational and conſcientious 
Averſation. And, 4. There is not the very leaſt Parity, betwixt the 
Tongue cleaving to the Roof of a Man's Mouth, &c. and his being ba- 
niſhed out of Heaven to Eternity. And, | 

18. As for Moſes his wiſh, Exod. 32. 32. I have read many varions 
Expoſitions and Applications thereof; but never heard ig expound at 
this rate before, nor brought to countenance the Impoſition of ſuch 
Hebiſh Imprecations, as of Divine Warrant and Allowance. "r_ in 
log. ſays, This is an imperfect Speech through Paſlion of Mind. 2. That 
therein he afted the part of a Mediator, and was indeed a Figure of 
Chriſt : who by his Death hath redeemed vs fromthe Curſe, Gal, 3.13. 
3. Cajet. Farchi, and others, will have the Book here mentioned-to be 
the Book of the Law ; ſo as Meſes deſired, that if God would not par- 
don his Pcople, &c. then his Name and Deeds might be therein no 
more recorded, Or, -4- That he might bedepoſed from the Office of 
Supream Magiſtrate. Others, 5. Vs & Turret. valt hoc diftum effe ex 
impetu, humane affettionis, infirmitate, & impatientia, Yea, 6. Quod ver- 
ba Moiſis non videntur referri, ad librum vite «terna, ſed preſentis, ut fenſus 
fit, quod Moiſis citins mor vellet, quam totins populs, videri interitum. 'And 
in this Senſe doth he, with and after Hieron. Entbym. Greg. and others 
expound both this place, and that Rom. 9g. 2. And ſo, 7. That in the'like 
Prayers, we are not to notice, aut fatts poſſibilitatem multo minus ſutarie 
tionemy aut veti reftitudinem ſimpliciter,. ſed potins, Orantis, Zelam ardo- 
r bereicum C extraordinarium. And ſo not one Word in this,or in any 
of the forecited Scriptures to juſtify the P- or S. their framing, impoſing, 
and preſling of ſuch an Oathy as is preſſed upon me. | 

19. I mind that Mr. R. P. did boaſt, Ag. 26. 96. that he would frame 
ſach an Oath, as would make me either confeſs (a vile Lie) the alledg- 
ed Crime, or damn my Soul eternally. I confeſs lnventers, Contrivers, 
and Preſlers of new-coined Oaths, and Perverters of the Holy Word of 
God, to countenance ſuch Abominations, cannot but in the Conſtiences 
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.of all Men, be juſtly-reckoned highly guilty of deſigning the Everlaſting 
Ruin of otbers; but in the mean time, muſt alſo of neceſſity be con- 
ſtructed to be grievous Proyokersof an Holy God, to damn their own 
Souls Eternally ; for their preſumptuous acting without Warrarit from, 
nay ignorant perverting and wreſting of his holy Law, to palliate and 
countenance their one Malicious and Superſtitions Inventions in the 
Matters of his Worſhip. For I cannot but aſſert, that I verily think 
ſince God made Man upon Earth, there was never ſach an Oath ſeeh, 
or heard tell of, for Helliſh Imprecations, and ignorantly perverted Scrip- 
tures-: I thought once to have printed it to the World, but think ir fit- 
ter to be buried in perpetnal Darkneſs, than that to the ſain and oblo- 
quy of all Religion it ſhauld be brought to further light. And, 

20. 1 am ſure you ſhall ſcarcely find a Scripture more Wier-drawn 
by any Pope, to countenance their Abominations than theſe mentioned 
in this Formula are. The Imaginary King at Athens, dreamed that all 
the Ships in the Road were his, and all the People in the Streets. 
his Perſonal Attendance. So my R. Brethren dream that every Scrip- 
tire, wherein there is an Imprecation, exalts thenr ranquam ex tripode 
rocontrive and preſs whatever Imprecations their ignorant Malice can 
invent. Were this a juſtifiable prattice, . then I can aſſure them there 
are ſundry imprecations made uſe of in Scripture, againſt Men of ſuch 
praQtices as they are, that Iam frequently tempted to make uſe of. 
Such-as Pſal. 31.18. and 35. 4» 5, 6, 7, 8. &c. and $9. 1,2, 3,4, $» T» 
I2, 13, 14. and 6g, 20, 22,23. &c, Lam. 3. 55, 56. But baving con- 
micted the Pleadings of the Caufes of my Soul unto God, who hath ſaid 
V rig ance is mine and I'll repay. 1 do intirely leave my Cauſe before his 
Bar, that he may in the way, manner, and time, which pleaſes himſelf, 
reckon with all my Ungrateful and Malicious, Bloody Oppreſſors. 

21. Dui nie errave prtaverit caveat ne fortean ipſe errat, unum Stio quad ſi 
erro, probabiliter multum erro ;, quia non ſolug, ſed cum mulls & magni autori- 
bus approbatis, & cum multis & magnis rationibus ſaltem probahilibus, nec facile 
reprobandis, Cl. Brad. de Cauf. Des. |. 3. c. 53. p. $72. ge 

Thbeſe Reaſons being delivered to them, they refer the Matter to the 
R.S. April 13: 97. from which I deſired a Recognition of my Cauſe, &c, 
being thereunco encouraged by ſome R. B. . which is refuſed me, as if it 
were a new thing for this tobe done ; but they ordered fome to auier 
my Scruples in writing : Then I found that they had recorded a pablick 
Cenſure upon my Bill-againſt Mr. W. E. &c. tho it was' fever once Sy- 
nodically read, muchleſs tryed. 1 rold them that Ithought it v 
that I who now am the eldeſt Miniſter - D:P. &c. ſhould _ 

2 wit 
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with ſuch Treatment, from this R. S. with which if either the Law 
of God, or this Kingdom, or AQts of Gen. Aſlcmb. had bad any weight, 
then no Member - preſent ſhou!d' be in my Circumſtances; and there- 
ſore that they might excuſe me to go where theſe ſhould be heard, 
tho to their Diſgrace 3 and protelted for their haſtning of theic 
Anſwers .to my Scruples, bur could 10t obtain them, tho I inſti- 
gate them thereunto by a Letter, ay 17. 97. till Ang. 31. On 
which Day: | received 5 cr 6 Sheets of unſubſcribed. Noalenſe.y and 
am Sept. 7. publickly called at 7V. Church-door, tho not cited ;, and vp- 
on Sept, 11, receive a Citation tocompeezr be:ore them Sepr, 21, andtake 
their Oath in termini, with Cerrification that they. would proceed'to ex- 
communicate me it 1 cid not z never rcgarding whether their Anſwers to 
- my Scruples were ſatisfactory or not. And accordingly 1 appeared, and 
told them that they had given me many ur;juſt Citations; and now at 
length I chought my ſelf obiiged to givethem ome. Which is as ſollows, 


'- i 


A Solemn Warning and (tation given and indicially delivered, 
unto the Þ. and S, of D. by Mr. H. C. Hiniſter of the 
Goſpel at K. | | 


Hereas I Mr. #, C. (a Covenantcd Servant to the Living God, 

from my Infancy, and Miniſter of the Goſp-lof cur Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt at X.) was ſuſpended Aug. 11. 96. wichout Cication or Hearing. 

And ſo went on giving a ſhort account of the Injuries done to me formerly 
mentioned. And then ſaid, 

By all which and many others of your iſlegal and unreaſonable Methods 
towards me, the Law of God and Man, Civil and Sacred, in this and in 
other Kingdoms (which are the great Hedges of Religion, Property and 
Liberty, to Prince and Peaſant) are manifeſtly trampled upon, to the 
great diſhonour of God, ſadning the Hearts of ay truly Religious, 
expoſing of the Government of this Church of Scotland, to be openly ri- 
dicuPd and mock'd by Adverſaries, (as ſerving only to be.a Tool for 
venting of Mens Paſlions,- and effeftuating of their malicious aud moſt 
invidious Deſigns) the plain opening of a Door to all Oppreſſion and. 
Cruelty : For allow this manner of Proceſs, and then I'm ſure no Man 
ſhall be ſure of Fortune. Life or Fame, for 24 bours. And therefore, 

1 the ſaid Mr. C. (out of zeal to the Glory of.God, the promoting of 
Truth and Juſtice, the oppoſing and-ſuppreſiing what in me lics of Join: 

Y ice, 
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ſtice, Tyranny and Cruelty, -according to the Power given me of the 
Lord Jeſus, to warn the Righteous and the Wicked, whereof I cannot 
be deprived by any illegal Sentences; and out of a deep Seale of the 
ſolemn Obligations which lie upon me as a Minilter, and Member of this 
Church and Nation, ecainelſtly to conterd for the Doctrine, Worſhip, 
Diſcipline and Government, as well as the Laws and Liberties therein 
eſtabliſhed azainſt all Inteſtine as well as Forai,:n Intruſions, Breaches and 
Uſurpations made thereupon,under whatCloak ſocver they be carried on.) 
Do in the name, Authority and Bow. ls of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, re- 
queſt, intreat and obteſt you, Mr. W.V. W.E. R.P. A, K. and F. AM. 
with all the other Mcmbeis of this P. and S. aCting in, conſenting untoy 
or conniving at the ſad and cruel Breacnes made upon both the Dac- 
trine, Diſcipline, Worſhip and Government of this Church, and the 
Laudible Laws eſtabliſht within this Realm to my prejudice, to rccog- 
noſce, repent of, mourn over, and endeavour to redreſs the ſame as far 
az in you lies. And if not, then [the ſaid Mr. #.C. do in the Name and 
Authority aforcſaid, hereby warn, charge, and ſolemniy cite you -the 
ſaid Mr. W. V. &c. all aid ſundry, to compear and: anſwer for all theſe 
your [mpieties,[rregularitiesand barbarou: CrucIties againſt me and mine, 
before the dreadful Tribunal of the fierce Juſtice, of that great and 
Holy'God, who both by his perfect Law and bleſſed Example, hath 
diſcharged all Courts-upon Earth to ſentence any Perſon, unleſs duly cited 
and t@, ally convi , who hears the Cry of the Oppreiled, and will not par- 
don tue Gaile of innocent Blood ; to whom irs loathſome to pals Sentence, 
nay to hear an Accuſation dgaioſt 4 Miniſter, but at the mouth of two or 
three Witneſſes, (and much more 1s it vile, loathſome and abominable, in 
the ſight af this Juſt and Holy God, for a P. to pfeſs bandreds npon Oath 
to accuſe their own Miniſter, 'whom they have with great Satisfaftion 
heard and ſubmitted unto for Nine Yearsz and whoin the mean time 
had neither grognd nor,mind to accuſe him) who hath commanded his 
People, only to {wear by his Name, in Truth, Righteouſneſs and Judg- 
ment ; whoabhorreth all falſe Oaths : Yea who will viſit with Indigna- 
tion, and ſwift Diſtruftion, The Iniquity of the Fathers, upon the Children 
ro the Thitd and Fourth Generation, who kyth their vile hatred of him, and 
his moſt holy Law, in inventing and preſſing Oaths Unwarrantable, by 
or in adding unto, much more if in wreſting of the Scriptures of Truth, 
to Conintenance their Superſtitious Contrivances,in the matter or manner, 
of any a& of Divine Adoration. Which Solemn Citation and Warning 
I have of a long time been preſſed out of Conſcience to give ; and this [ 
now do, as in the preſence of an Omniſcient aud Eyer-liviog God, and of 
1 his 
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his holy Angels, and before the Stones and Timber of this Houſe, under 
whoſe Roof I have many a time ſweetly experienced, How aimiable bis 


| Tabernacles are. Nay I hereby charge the Conſciences of every Soul of 


you, Miniſter and Elder, and all elſe to whom theſe Preſents may come, 
that ye bare Witneſs in the great and t:rrible Day of the Lord, that 1 
and my Family are thus illegally and cruelly Oppreſled, and alſo that [ 
have thus freely warned, my once R. and D. Brethren, but now unjuſt 
and bloody and Oppreſlors, either to repent of, and endeavour to re- 
dreſs their ways towards me, or otherwiſe to compear before, and an- 
ſwer for the ſame at the fearful Tribunal of God's Sin-revenging Juſ- 
Tice. - 

Which ſolemn Warning, and moſt deliberate Citation, I do for more 
Verification, Subſcribe withmy Hand, at Drumfries, this 21/t of Sepr. g7, 


H.C. 


Chriſt lis Mathes werbis, Mat. 5. 39. A ſus non exigit filentium quo 
malorum alatur improbitas & protervia —— non prohibet quin de injuriis ſibi 
fatlu queraniur & coarguant impios, imo & ipſos ad Dei Tribunal citant. 
Hic Paulus ad Dei judicium provocat, ne ſibs in ſua tyranide placeat Ananias, 
Sic Cl, Calv. in Af. 23.3. pag. mihi 65 1. 

Famons Mr. R. B, when unjuſtly ſentenced and depoſed, about ſixty 
Years ſince, in the Chruch of Bangor, wherein he baptized my Favher, 
did openly cite him, who intimate the ſaid Sentence againſt him, to com- 
pear before the Tribunal of God's Juſtice to anſwer for the ſame. The 

r Man depoſing, faid, I appeal from that of his Juſtice, to the Throne of 
is Mercy. Mr. B. anſwered, Sir, your Appeal rejefted, becauſe what ye 
do is over the Belly of Light end Conſtione, This poor Man when a dying, 
and thenquarrelled for not _ to a Phyſician ſent to ſee him by the 
E. of 24. ſaid, 1t's my Conſcience Man, it's my Conſcience Man, , which nei- 
ther ye nor all the World can care, which troubles me : And this chiefly on 
the account of what he had done and faid to F. Mr. B, and what Mr. B. 
ſaid to him, The firſt of this Paſſage you'll find in the F=lfifing of the 
Scriptures, and the laſt of it | had from the Right Honourable the C. of 
AM. who had it from her Doctors own Mouth. 

Henry Biſhop of Ments, when unjuſtly depoſed, appealed to the Righ- 
teous Judg ; and what came of his Depoſers, ſee ſupra, c. 7. p. 38. n. 16. 

See Brad. de Cauſ. Dei, |. 1. p. 404. and others cited above, c. 10, 
p. 46, 47. and Juſt. Inſt. Com. Dionyſ. |, 7. tir. 62. p.661. Cod. Buod con. 
tra jus geritur tinllam habet firmitatem. And1do hereby declare _ = 

orld, 
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World, that I am fully perſwaded, that, That Covenant graciouſly 
made, and Communion in Mercy begun, 35 Years ſftice, betwixt God 
and my Soul in a Redeemer, and with all his Saints; ſhall not only, notbe 
interrupted, but ſhall in the infinite Goodneſs and Wiſdom of God, be 
promoved by the'precipitant, unjuſt and malicious Sentences, of yoyng 
and unexperienced, nay for moſt part ſhamefully illiterate Men, e#. 2. 
23. and 32. 40. Hof. 2. 19, 20. Rem. $. 28. And, 


Souls once in Chriſt, that Morning- Star, {ets fall 
Such Influences on them, then, that all 

Gcd's Diſpenſations, ſweet and ſour, 

R ipen their Souls for Glory ev'ry Hour, 


Polanus Synt. Theol, 1. 7.6.18. p.1751. Excommunicatio Pont. eft illegitizma 
& ipſo jure nullazreſpelttu excommunicantis, quia eft capitalis eccleſie boſtis,quod 
reſtautir, incuifitio Hiſpanica, laniene exercite, macbinationes contra Evan- 
gelicos, conſultationes cum Reformatorum boſtibus, condemnationes ab ipſa pub. 
licate contra reformatos inauditos aut legaliter convittos; quia Pomifex peculi- 
ariter in cauſa & lucrum ſperat, & damnum metuit, quia falſa nittitur canſa, 
ſc. propter ſincerum Des cultum, & crimina tvangelicis.calumnioſe impaita. 

And to apply theſe to our preſent purpoſe, if this R. P. ſhall proceed 


to excommunicate me, this their unjuſt Sentence may make a Noile 
amongſt an iggorant , but will make a much lowder Cry for Ven- 


gence inthe Ears of an Holy God, upon them who ſhall unjuſtly paſs and 
pronounce the ſame ; fince either ſo.many ſharp Arrows muſt be plucked 
out of the Proteſtant Quiver, againſt Popiſh Excommunicatlon ( which 
all Men of Conſcience and m—_ will be very loath to do) or this 
Sentence will and muſt be accounted void and null, in /e «b 5n5120, in the 
ſight of God and Man, Since, 1. The Party menacing the ſame, have 
in the view of the World declared themſelves my Capital Enemies, -by 
their new Spaniſh Inquiſitions erefted againſt me at D. and XK. by their 
bloody, inhuman and Barbarous Cruelties againſt my Godly Wife and 
Babies ; by their Malicious preſſing the Magiſtrate to ſecure me in Priſon, 
Ang. 26. 96. when they knew I was ſcarce recover'd out of a dangerous 

Fit of Sickneſs; by their baſe, opprobrious, moſt unchriſtian, and al- ' 
together unmannerly Speeches, vented judicially againſt me ;, and the 
vile Lies and Calumnies made, raiſed, and ſpread induſtriouſly by ſan- 


dry of them to my prejudicein.all their,private Tattle z by their com- 
aud Calumniators, tho'to their 


bining with my moſt unjuſt ors 
certain knowledg moſt ſc: judicially lying and prevaricating 


Wretches, 
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Wretches, Craik, Clark, Dickgon's, &c. by their publiſhing to the 
World their unjifſt Sentences paſt againſt me' wncited ayd wnkeard, and 
not legally convit when heard ; by admitting my vile Reproachers, and 
others from whom | had roo juſt ground to appeal, .and who were pub- 
ItgKly cenſured, and ſharply rebuked for their fotmer-imjuſtice to me, to 
judg in my Cauſe 3 by their proceeding once and again in their illegal 
Courſes, after I had appealed from them ; by their paſſing, or conni- 
ving at Mr. 2. (a notorious Diſſembler, Pſa. 55. 21.), his regiſtring in 
their Synod-Book, a Sentence againſt my Bill, before ever it be Sinodi- 
cally read ; by your not perſuing, nay what in you lies proteRting 44. and 
D. tothe affixing of their Guilt upon me 3 by your prelling moſt Scanda- 
Jous and Malicious Perſons to accuſe me, and then admitting them to de- 
pone anent the Truth of their own Subſcribed Accuſations; and in the 
mean time rejcing a Letter from the Patron of the Agrich, and-Lady C. 
and the Teſtimonies of Hundreds of honeſt People, who have both 
Publickly and proncy oppoſed, and teſtified againſt your Cruelty 
and Injuſtice 3 by your endeavouring by Word or Write to. ſtir up the 
Mob to ſpoil my- Goods, nay writing to'the Patron to lift up my Sti- 
pends, after ye knew I had, according to the Law of _ Kingdom, 
obtained Decreets therefore, from the Judges Ordinary. All.the Coun- 
try now know who ſtrives to make gain of - Vacancies, nay who gapes 
ſo greedily after Vacant Stipends, that he is forced this Year to diſ- 
gorge what he too haſtily ſwallowed down the laſt, And finding that I 
have begun to raiſe and exccute Letters againſt ſome, who at your [n{ti- 
gation threatn'd to injure mez you-fear that in end you ſhall alſo be 
made to ſmart for your own Injuſtice. And finding that vpon two Acts 
of Parliament, and many others adducible, I have proteſted and taken 
Inſtruments againſt-any Man's entring upon my Labours 'in this Parith, 
or intrometting with the Benefice thereof. You deſign to do all that 
Malice and Injuſtice can prompt you pnto, that ye may weaken my 
Title; tho the moe unjuſt Sentences, the better for me, and worſe for 
you before an Impartial Judg. Since tho by yonr illegal Sentences, . for 
Orders ſake, I forbear publick preaching, yertcannot legally be deprived 
of my Office or Benetice; -rill theſe Atts of Parliament, At. 87. Parls. 
Tam, 1.” Aft, 132. Parl. 8. Fam. 6. and- Af. 164. Parl. 13, Jam. 6. 
Aft. 25, Parl. 1, Sefſ. 1. Car. 2. be reſcinded; nay till the Claim of Right 


>. 


' be overturned. And, | 


Laſtly, If 1 ſhall be thus Sentenced for refuſing their Antiſcriptural 


- Oath, It ſhall be proprer defenſtonem ſincers Dei cultus, for maintaining that 


no Man or Judicatoty have power to preſcribe, -preſs,: or take. any _ 
whic 


2 
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which'is not in Matter,and Form warranted by the Word of God ;, and 
for refuſing that which I have convinciagly proven hath neither veſtage 
nor warrant in the Old or New Teſtament, as explained and praQtiſed 
bythe-Church of the Jews, or Gentiles, in Primitive or After-times : 
nay which cannot be preſtribed, preſſed, or taken, without dreadful 
_ and ſhameleſs Reflections bpanthe Laws and Civil Courts of this Na- 
tion (which in Oaths of Purgation, in'the moſt important Afﬀairs never 
preſcribed, allowed, or adminiſtred any Oath after this new Superſtiti- 
Form) and upon the Claim of Right, which declares that the impoſing 
of Oaths without Authority cf Parliament is contrary to Law : and that 
King James by ſodoing; and other ſuch illegal Afts, as they alſo are guil- 
ty of toward me, did Forefault his Right co Crown and Throne. Nay 
this Oath doth openly rub Aﬀronts indelible, 8Gon ſundry of the molt 
Honourable, Learned and Holy Men which ever Scayland bred, who have 
thoughr it ſufficient Piirgation, from groſler Crimes than any charged up- 
on me,to aſlert their Innocence in the Terms which | make uſe of (with- 
out Ver4egare ing this new Form) -and wherein at the appointment and, 
r6 the ſatisfation of thisP. ] have frequently adminiſtfate-ſuch an Oath 
unto others'3 which Oath who ever readyit cannot but be. \convinced, if 
they have any Chriſtian Charity, that ot l am maliciouſly accuſed of 


# 


i3a vile Calutnny; 


And thereiore, I do hereby, egain-warn my unjuſt oppreſling Judges. 
to conſider what they have done, torepent and redreſs ; or aſſure'them- 
ſcves that a Juſt and Holy Godz nay their own Conſciences ſhall e'relotg 
find them out, and then they ſhall find that their feigned Pretences ſhall 
ſtand them in no ſtead ; for even Hell and Deſtruttion, - and much more 
the Hearts and PraCtiſes of Bloody and Deceitful Menzare naked and 
open before him, with-whom, they have to do;-cand 'who will in end 
ſweep av4y the Refuge of Lies: ,. Nay. it- may be thatwithin a ſhort 
timne their Conſciences ſhall cry quty;:wth-a. Soul-amazing Noiſe, 'Verily 
_we are guilly before God for our unjuſt Sentences againſt onr Brother, and for 

our Bat barout and Blocdy Cruelties impudently afted ag ainft bis Godly Wife and 
innocent Babes, | | & 

Notwithſtanding all which, 1 do beartily pray (if it be God*s Wall) 

that nothing may eyer tryſt any of you works than Fatherly CorreCtion, 


Repentance and Salvation ;. and this wich as great'earneſt as I'pray for 
theſe Bleſſings to my ſelf: ſince having committed *my Cauſe 'to a molt 
Gracious and Merciful Gad, 1 deſire to ain'at Charity to all Men ; ſo as 
I can cordially pray even,f9s-them who difpitefally uſe me : Thus _ 

"Lad | C 


TIT 
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he who altho much oppreſſed by, yet for the Redeemer, and the Goſpel's 
ſake, is an Orator at the Throne of Grace for you, | 


Nuper eram judex, jam judicis ante'T ribanal, 
Subſiſtens paveo, judicor wpſe mods. 


If an Haly Heart-ſcarching God juadg you.as ye have judged me, you | 
ſhall find fearful Work one Day, pb nfs ” 7 : | E = 


——_— 
_ 
> — _ — —— — 


POST-SCRIPT. 


FT *s excellently ſaid by the very Learned,.and many ways truly Famoys,. 
; the late Lord Preſident, | in: his Apology, That we not only may, but 
muſt defend our Lives and'Fame, againſt all Irvaſions made thereupon. Ang. 
Says, duo cnibus neceſſaria fides &* ſama. C alv. in Senec. de Clem, p.36. ſays, 
Non diluere objefta & accuſationem ſilentio accipere confitentis eſt, Tho 1 do de- 
clare that could I weep with Tears of Blood, I could not fully repreſent - 
my Grief for being; thus neceſſitatetoi defend my Fame, and that againſt 
them, who in-Juſtics, Gratitude-and Intereſt were obliged to defend. it - 
themſelves.'1 hallnot now mention what truly ſet Diorrophes, &c. Firſt. 
azainſt me, tho once I deſigned-rt. 
* -2, I plead nat-againft, but for:the Power of P's and $'s when exerced. 
accordiog to the; Word or our known Prihciples ; it being againſt the. 
Vices of ſame,and ignorant Simplicity of others in the Government, and - 
not the Government it! ſelf-which. I argue. Gilef, Eng.Pop. Cer.p. 3-0. 7. 
' p;i80iſays wells No Mans Vote'fhould' have greater weight than his 
Reaſons,and Probations. Non numeranda ſed penſitanda ſunt ſffragia, ſaid 
= They'l quarrel ſome ſharp words in my Book : To this. 1. It's 
hard in my caſe to abſtain from ſome exceſs. 2. When they gave better 
Matter they ever got better Words,. aid //a. 5. 20.3. If it trouble them 
to- hear the Words without which thcir way” cannot be exprelled, 
then how-much-more ttoubleſome for me to bear their Deeds ? and how 
mych more weighty inend will it be for them to hear the Vengance which 
their gojuſtice and bloody Cruelties are crying to Heaven for, Q#0d fa- 
g1ens 


*PY 
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Cient:thſar cum te levir-anra cruentat 3 The Rod and Sword of God purſu- 

ing Men for Cruelties have another edg then the Words of Angels or Men. 

Able convitiands affettm, & ita non ſtultitiam medo in fratribus notare, ſed & 

 sllorwm ſcelera, quum opus furrit ;, lragbit ſuis exprimere nominibus, Caly; in 
Alts 23. 2,3. See alſo Sarcer, in loc, 


mit & perdir. See Dupleſ: Confid. Vit. p. 22, * Yet, even Caly. Melant, and 
Wal. were not fafe, bur fadly finarted by (riovs Mew: \Sce, Bagyer”s 
Key for Catholicks, p.\192. 20d 196. of Calvin,. whog {@ ſays of: him 
Tra vas.'p. it. als fant mendaciorum portenta, que in: me, bl, Uh 
non ſant ahſi, Melat). Epiſt. ad Albert, Jan, 12. 1 560, lays, 1 havgilgoked 
theſe twonty Tears for” baniſhment from my Brethren. 1 W could; zake 
Calvin's advice to hint in his Letter, Mar.1555.0r what. Gals re(olves 
upon in his own. partjcalar Cole Traft. var, parts 24 Þ. 974. ndaupted 
ian Patience. «l. hix Caſe cotnes very, near mine ; Gehl Baile. 
to Gomar, And 1602. Op:rom. 'p.366. Hoc ati-video me bing 4 fr atribus xov- 
wudar, Se. Nay theit Intlltice'to projoked hjn.c reſolve upon for- 
ſaking the ſtudy of T "td *follo! law? w Pbyſick (tho44lanc- 
' Hoynb, Sink, Cont. p. 653+ pleaſes: ane 


tons Reſolution, - narrated. by © Hoyni 
berter) yor aftetwardsis be adyanced. 


awagni 4 be Profellog brimenin 5 rem 
nificus of "Lyders, 'Thriniſtvetes ba bh "mn _his Nagve.ſoil, þ 

gt ne Oo oF te 6 dT bed pref de 
| PW S- '» " * 6 And 
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6. Ad whatever my Gracious Ged Co with me, he will not; he can- 


" not do me wrong, Rom. 8. 28, 1 Pet.3. 13. Phil. 1. 12, Pjah 119.167. 


75.71. I was once carried up on the Wings of Fame, as mich as. 9- 
thers; and its like, fooliſhly valued it too much, not conlideripg the. Va- 
nity and Uncertainity th: reof ; well expreſſed by Or. op. rom. 3. p.133, 
and by Wolph. in Jad. p. 95. Tho mult ſay 1 have.ever nacurally inclio- 
ed to an obſcure retired Life, neither have I much affected ro appear 
great in the World. 1 like well Flos kis Verſes on this Subjects in 
Dialog. p. 24. Claud. in Ruffin; lib. 2. Baily Cron, l.2. p. tos. and declare 
tothe World that I have ſometimes fovnd more ſolid content, 'in a re- 
tired Shade, than ever Ceſar or Alexander did in all their Triywmpbs. 
Soalſo ſaid Diocleſ. and Car. 5. See Dupleſ. Conſid, Vit, &c. p. 28, Yer 
even the Grave is not an impregnable Shade againſt a Calumniator?s 
Tongue. See Moler. in Pfal. p, 1204. Lament. in Jac. p.2t4, 216, 
and 220, and Petrach in Dial, ſays, Kedeat in Greciam Pluto, &c. - Yer 
1s there a Cure for this Sore, which is excellently exprelied by Oſor., tom. 
3- f- 422. Nullum genus eft calamitatis, nulla doloris acerbitas, &C. i. e, 
God's Bounty and Kindnets laid hold on by Faith in aRedeemer, by con- 
ſtant Prayer, is the way to relief unde! all diſtreſles, P/al. 50, 15. and 
16.25 334 Phil, 3.6, 7. Yet, N | 

7. lexplain not Latin for moſt, becauſe this Peice- is chiefly deſigned 
for them who underſtand that Language. | print not Names at full 
length, out of reſpe& to ſome, yet out of juſt conternpt of others, whoſe 
vileneſs is ſuch, that I think it too much. that the very firſt Letters thereof 
ſhould ſtain my Paper. -.See Beige of Bald. Prefs, in V.T. dah 

Tthoupht once on ſoine ſhort Anſwer to, the uoſubſcribed Papery ſent 
— 'P. of D. 'but T forbear till I know their Authors; who-i-the 
end thereof delire me not to impure the Exrors therein to the R,s$.. but 
to whom thets? xo the Pipers'good-Son? or toour new Problematick 
Divine, who'never yet had another Principle, byt to ſail and diſſemble 


"I am Slandred by Mr.\P. as being agaialt, bis Franſportation, to D. 
becduſe 1 would bane Beek there mp i. A's is like the reſt of his 
vite Lies, maliciouſly trade.and vented againſt me which 1 deſigned at 
fome length to have now anſwered ; but Caly bay for preſent That 1 
never thought it very proper. to tranſport any young Man to a publick 
Poſt, till he had gbt ſome ſtock both of Reading and Experience ; much 
teſs to. that Place where his Wife (an VOorpay prove, notorious lying 
Slanderer)' ber Father and Grandfather were Towo-Pipers : Let him 
pteattrand live-like an Angel, the Sound of the Drone Pipe will be heard 
on every turn. Of his way with 24 Tre elſewhere. I 


Py 
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| thought once to have given an account of 16 or 17 remarkable 
ſtroaks, from-God, which bave within this Twelvemonth come upon the 
chief of my Accuſers and Oppreſlors, wherein their Sins agtivſt me are 
clearly written vpontheir Judgment,but I now forbear, being fully per. 
ſwaded that 1 ſhall not want fundry as obſervable Additionsls &r& long, 
which yet'l pray God may (if it be his Will) prevent; by giving them 
Repentance and Mercy. 1 alſo deſign'd to let the Wot ld ſren, || ars 
not the o1ly Oppreſſed Man in that Corner ; the Injuſtice and Crueltiey 
done to and with a high Hand perpretate upon Mr. F. #. Mr. H, M. Mr. 
G. B, Mr. F.&#. Mr. Nelfon, the People of Danſcore, &c. will poſliibly 
be done;by another Hand,or by my ſelt elſewhere at another time; who 
am neceſſitate to forbzar for preſent the one half of my wricten Animad- 
verſions upon their unjuſt and cruel Actings againſt my ſelf. 

They pollibly, like-Amth. Carth, apud Calv., Trat. var. p. 444. dream, 
© ud laudir aſſecuts ſunt palmam, dum quaſcunque cudere poſſunt in me ca« 
lunnias, aut ipſis in aures ſuggernntur, temere eruttant ; yea'thereupon ſen- 
re::ce me : yet 1 am ſure in end this ſhall not be to their Peace or Honour ; 
and if they ſhall anſwer what i; here narrated with ſolid Arguments, 
they thall-Caprivateme 3 bot if wich further Lies and Cruelties, 1 ſay to 
them as Calv, ibid. p. 448. ſays to Anth. Quod fi porrexerit, impudentia & 
futuli mendacio, me adorivi illum & ſimiles, fecure ſpernam, &c. 1 hope 
by the Grace, Mercy, and immenſe Goodneſs of my ever gracious God, 


to be helped to ſpend my Time and'Strength in wiiting upon more Ex- 


cellent Subjes, than in confuting of lying Calumnies, unjuſt Sentences, 
and bloodyCruzlties,by which through their ungratefulMalice | have been 
ſadly diverted, from my deiigned and much delighted in Studies for theſe 
ſundry Months paſt. Neither could Satan ever have raiſed up fitter In- 
itruments, for rendring the Gifts and Graces of God, Mercifully given 
me, uſcleſs to the preſent and poſterior Gencrations, than my R. Bre- 
tren who were ge 7 obliged to give mc the utmoſt aſſiſtance there- 
in : yet it is moſt eaſy for a gracious God, and infinitely wiſe Lord, to 
make ſach impiouſly cruel Pra@tiſes promote the Honour, Proſperity, 
and greater Uſefulneſs of his Oppreſſed Ones even in this preſent World, 
Phil. 1. 12,13. and here only add that my Oppreſlors their Eyes and 
Heads ſeem to be ſo blinded and plagued with Beams and peccant Hu- 
mours, as that they can ſce- nothing in and about themſelves (how di- 
ſcernable ſoever,and notour to that whole Country ſide)yet vainly dream 
that the Noſe on another Man's Face is a Mountain. Which pots me in 
mind of what Gual. ſays, in Fob. 2. Hem.'8. fol. 57. Tenchricoſs 0dii af- 
feiu adeo excacantur quidam, ut in aliorum infortunits, ſnam repeſitam gfſe pu- 
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Pant ſelicitatem, nec ſe falices fieri poſſe eredynt,” niſi eos antes infelices vi. 

. derint : Que cauſa eft, ut ad mendacra; fraydes, calumnia, &c. confagiunt 
ac biſce fratribus necere ſtudent ut biſce appreſſis, iffi magni & preciari fiam : 

ſed hji porins excandeſcentem. Dei iram in ſemetipſas provecant. 

Extreme eft Miſerie, hommem non in proprizs bonts ; ſed in aliorum infor- 
tunits ſunm ſtatuere ſolatium. Sic Naziaz. apud Cl. Daven, in Coloſſ. 3.8. 
. $-293- Pſal, 644334, 5, 647, 8, 9» Hine & optime cacinit, Jac. Bill;-is 

Amb. Sac. apud Silv. p. 1505. 


Ob tua quam graviter plefterss crimina tandem, 
Invide ! cum bona te nunc alienapremant ? 

O miſerum ! cups dolor eft aliena voluptas ! 
Duoq, alius gaudet, riugeris ipſe bons ! 

 Vulneribus, quanam arte, tn afferre medelam 
Quit valeat,. cum tu vulnera tefta geras ? 

Sit licet mjuſtus livor, nil juſtins ills eſt, 
Undeq, premens alios, apprimit ante patrem, 


Yet Iam p:rſwaded, that he who is-under' the believing and fixed 
Impreſlion of the Bezng and Fauhfalneſs of God, ang that really he is the 
| hearerof Prayer, according to Pſal. 52. 15. andgou1,2. and.1 16. 1,2, 
3- needs not be ſolicitous with what Face the World looks upon bim ; 
nay/ſhould indeed think himſelf; high above both the Smiles and the 
Frowns of the whole Creation : for then not only is bis everlaſting Bleſ- 
ſedneſs ſecured, but even his Temporary Concerns, are fo graciouſly 
fixed, as Weel and Woe, Proſperity and Adverſity, | ſhall be moſt pow- 
erfully and wiſely overruled, for his everlaſting Comfort, 1 Cor. 13. alt, 
Koem, $. 28, 32. $0 that he may believingly 1ing to the-Glory of God, 
2nd ſay, 


My Life and Light, Defence, yea and my All 
Are m thee plas d, who is Perpetual. | 
So that altho I be iclos'd with Croſſes, 

|  Torrgin me-up for Chriſt, I'll dread no Loſſes * 
Ray ber 1 wilt be glad, yea fing' for jay,” - 

In bearing of bis Badg, what Can army, 
Soulr-born ta him, and bred by hins to be, 
Rich Heirs of (Grace, to. all Etervity'? 
Efteemmmaet then blivud World that thin baſt 


$0: gair'd thy points as to bave thrangh(palaſhr. 


% 


A 


&F inter Evangelicos haftenu inaudita. 
This bold, «nd ftrongly Heaven-aſpiring ſprit 

Held = me,. "Divine Grace dM Us 

Py4 ever time of thin began ts move 

Rich was my Portion, in my Head and Love, 

Sach is my Lord to me. 
Encounter thin my Soul with Chearfulneſs 
| What Future Storms may blow on thy fair. Face. SAS, 5 
All ſuch I know my Lord bath for me  EL-Y 

'* * Ride Ore them then: In Triumph ſure [Bette 


Through him, to whom. I'l fir Mt DA 2:4 
ns, : is ” 
9.44 4 Roc to mes 


Even in the Fire and W iter, 


You muſt alſo excuſe me to add, . 


Qi tibi bella movet Hugo Chariſime non te . 
Ledit ;, at ipſe ſunm trajicit enſe caputs 
Calce fer flimulum, nam ſe miſer ipſe cruentat * 
Queque prtat ſtimulo, ſe dare damna capir. 
Atque tadem patinnter, que rups allife procella 

Albvieyer rupes © frangutur unda minas 
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Decemb. 17. 96. They pret&hd to ,ſcntenet me for ſekingredreiof, 
and (po from, Injuries ; according tothe Lows and 
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